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Meet the film stars of Marlborough 


THE SHIP’S company of HMS 
Marlborough take a bow In this shot 
by LA(PHOT) Chris Brick after the 
Type 23 frigate had starred in a new, 
Hollywood-style film. 

The £2-million, Bond-type adventure 
movie featured the Royal Navy in a mod¬ 
ern-day role of combating piracy on the 
high seas. Entitled Navy in Action , the 


25-minute film was commissioned from 
BBC Resources by Portsmouth Naval 
Base Property Trust and - and shown in 
a 275-seat cinema - will form the cen¬ 
trepiece of a £13-million, interactive 
development at Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard. 

A 20-strong film crew joined 
Marlborough for two days during which 
leading parts were taken by actors. 


Earlier, the ship was fulfilling her 
West Indies guardship role by joining 
the Independence Day ceremony in 
Grenada and St Lucia. 

She also checked up on volcano-hit 
Montserrat where her ship’s company 
helped with community work, including 
renovation of a police station. 

Marlborough was due to be in 
Barbados for Easter. 


JACK'S NT 

MUCH 


All sailors to 
start as ABs 


THE RATE of Ordinary 
Seaman has disap¬ 
peared from the Royal 
Navy. The lowest rank in 
the Service is now that 
of Able Seaman, effec¬ 
tive from April 1. 

Also out is the new entrant 
rate of Junior Seaman, as well as 
the equivalent rates in the Royal 
Marines and Queen Alexandra’s 
Royal Naval Nursing Service. 

The Naval Board has approved 
the move as part of the continuing 
measures to streamline rank struc¬ 
tures and to make them more 
appropriate for today’s Naval 
Service. 

Promotion will he based mueh more 
on the attainment of skills and experi- 
enee rather than on age. length of service 
or speeialisation. 

In a general signal, the Second Sea 
Lord. Admiral Sir John Brigstockc. said 


the three-rank strueture below leading 
rate or RM coiporal required little, if 
any, differenee in leadership and man¬ 
agement skills, and potentially under¬ 
mined the purpose of rank in a disci¬ 
plined organisation. 

The simplified structure aims to rein¬ 
force the authority, leadership and expe¬ 
rience of leading hands. 

Now, the rank of AB will apply, from 
new entry’, to all ratings below leading 
hand. All Royal Marines below the rank 
of corporal will be ranked as Marines. 


with the exception of lance-corporals 
who are seen as providing a specific level 
of leadership and responsibility applica¬ 
ble to a particular job. 

OARNNS below leading rate will con¬ 
tinue to be called Naval Nurses, but will 
equate to ABs. 

Pay. based on a points system, is unaf¬ 
fected. and branch and specialist uualifi- 
cation badges will continue to identify 
AB expertise. Individuals will continue 
to be addressed as MEM, OM. Mne. 
Nurse, etc. 


RIM Tomahawks off Kosovo 


WITH NATO air strikes against Serb 
forces looking likely as Navy News 
went to press. Defence Secretary 
George Robertson took the unusual 
step of confirming the presence in 
the area of HM submarine Splendid. 

He said Splendid, which in 
November conducted the first live 
firing of a Royal Navy Tomahawk 
cruise missile, was in the Adriatic 
and armed with her new weapons 

Meanwhile, last-minute diplomatic 


efforts were being made in a bid to 
persuade the Milosevic government 
in Belgrade to agree to a peaceful 
settlement of the war in Kosovo. 

Other British forces in the 
Adriatic include the Type 23 frigate 
HMS Iron Duke, while RFAs Sea 
Centurion and Sea Crusader were 
ferrying heavy equipment to the 
British Army battle group standing 
by in Macedonia for possible peace¬ 
keeping duties. 


■ 80 YEARS OF NAVY IN CAMERA pi 7 ■ MUSEUM OF THE AIR WAVES p32 ■ MARINES IN ULSTER plO 
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oxer gets a Vietnam welcome in Royal fashion 



THIS ROYAL ENCOUNTER in Vietnam 
came for HMS Boxer when the Duke of 
York visits the Type 22 frigate at her 
berth in Ho Chi Minh City. Boxer, inter¬ 
rupting her Gulf deployment to sup¬ 


port a British defence industry exhibi¬ 
tion, welcomed Prince Andrew who 
was there for the same reason. Our 
picture shows the Prince being intro¬ 
duced to Boxer s heads of department 


- (l-r) Lt Cdrs Andrew Spring, Malcolm 
McKenzie, Damien Rawlings and Keith 
Barnwell. Boxer, under the command 
of Capt Richard Ibbotson, later called 
at Hong Kong and Shanghai. 



EAST MEETS WEST on the catwalk - sailors from HMS Boxer take part a fash¬ 
ion show held jointly by British and Vietnamese designers. Lending their arms 
here are POMEM Mick Brau (left) and PO(M) Steve Lewis. During the ship s visit 
to the former Saigon, runs ashore included sightseeing trips via the city's ubiq¬ 
uitous ‘xichlos’ - motorised rickshaws. 


IflRTUAL BEAUTY 

TO CUT COST OF 



r Brave returns home 

for the last time 

HMS BRAVE returned to her home base of Devonport on 
March 22 at the end of her final operational deployment 
before she decommissioned. 

The 13-year-old Type 22 frigate marked her entry into port 
by wearing her paying-off pennant, watched by relatives and 
friends of the ship s company. 

Her last task took her to the Mediterranean where she took 
part in exercises with the US and Italian Navies and visited 
Gibraltar, Turkey, Malta, Spain and Portugal. Back in home 
waters, she took part in an anti-submarine exercise off the 
Hebrides, and visited the Clyde Naval Base and Liverpool, 
y She was due to become non-operational on April 1. j 


Britannia gets 
her 100,000th 
visitor at Leith 

AS THE former Royal Yacht Britannia welcomed her 100,000th 
visitor since she was opened to the public last October, her own¬ 
ers were preparing for a far greater influx of sightseers than even 
they had expected. 


Recruiting 
hope over 
museum's 
new show 

AN EXHIBITION which 
brings the story of the Royal 
Marines and Royal Navy bang 
up to date has been opened by 
the Second Sea Lord, Admiral 
Sir John Brigstockc, at The 
RM Museum, Eastney. 

The display. RN of Today , com¬ 
pliments historical exhibits and is 
funded by the Navy’s Director 
Public of Relations. Commodore 
Hugh Edleston. who attended the 
opening. Similar displays have 
•tread) opened at the RN 
Museum, the Fleet Air Arm 
Museum, the RN Submarine 
Museum and in HMS Belfast. 

Admiral Brigstockc said they 
were designed to bring in lots of 
extra business for the museums - 
and Iok oi extra recruits it 
planned to update the display 
every five years. 

Tele suprise 

SAILORS figured in a special 
Mother’s Day edition of Cilia 
Black’s TV show Surprise. Surprise. 

Jason MiiK and Daniel Amoi 
were flown from HMS Newcastle 
in the Gulf and Marlborough in 
the < aribbean, to appear on the 
recorded l.WT shi>w for a reunion 
with their unsuspecting mums. 


Social Security Minister 
Baroness Hollis said in a reply to a 

Parliamentary q u estion that the 

War Pensions policy adviser's 
report confirmed that there was no 
new scientific evidence to raise a 
reasonable doubt over the 
Department’s current approach to 
assessment of hearing loss. 

There was no evidence that 
noise-induced hearing loss deterio¬ 
rated once a person was removed 
from the cause, and that the com¬ 
bination of noise-induced hearing 
loss and subsequent hearing loss 
due to age was more than additive. 

Campaigners who have sought 
to widen the Government's policy 
on the assessments will be disap- 
tinted by the announcement, 
owever. baroness Hollis said that 
her Department would review its 


VIRTUAL REALITY has 
entered the world of ship 
design - and promises to 
save money for the tax¬ 
payer. 

A 3-D simulation facility has 
been launched at Bristol which 
could revolutionise the way 
that weapon platforms, includ¬ 
ing ships and aircraft, are 
designed, built, tested and 
operated. 

Wearing special goggles 
tomers and designers can “walk* 
through a virtual-reality ship, and 
see aircraft land and take-off from 
flight decks. Images are d h pU yad 
on to a wide, cylindrically curved 
screen for viewing by an audience 
of up lo 2 ii. 

It is hoped that the facility, at the 
Ministry of Defence procurement 
establishment at Abbcv Wood, will 
be available in time to help in work 
on the Royal Navy’s future aircraft 


position in the light of any new 
research which mighi affect its 
approach. 

Haslar visit 
by Dobson 

DURING A VISIT to the Royal 
Hospital Haslar. Health Secretary 
Frank Dobson discussed the 
changes in Defence Medical 
Services w ith members of staff. 

In what was seen as a cheering 
message for local people cam¬ 
paigning to keep Haslar open, he 
said alternative accident and 
emergency care needed to be in 
place in the locality before the clo¬ 
sure of the Royal Hospital, which 
the Ministry of Defence has said is 
unlikely to occur before 2002. 


carrier - flagship for the MOD’s 
Smart Procurement initiative. 

The simulation set-up. which is 
shared with Systems Engineering 
& Assessment Ltd. was opened last 
month by the Chief Of Defence 
Procurement. Sir Robert 


Walmsley. He said: “This is an 
enormously exciting development. 
Wc e xpect to make full use of mod¬ 
elling and simulation during the 
assessment phases of the RN’s 
future aircraft carrier and the air¬ 
craft it will carry.” 


When Britannia was berthed at 
Leith docks near Edinburgh, her 
new owners expected that 200,000 
people would visit the vessel over 
12 months. Now they have revised 
that figure to 300,000. 

The 100,000th visitor mark was 
reached when newly-weds Julie and 
Ian Tagg went on board on March 
3. They were welcomed by the 
yacht’s General Manager. Boh 
Downie, who presented them with 
a bottle of champagne. 

The yacht is raising the cost of 
adult tickets by £1 to £7.50. A 
spokeswoman for Britannia said 
tnc increase was due to the restora¬ 
tion and other development work 
costing £4 million - twice as much 
as originally expected. 

She said: “Included in the 
addional work has been an exten¬ 
sion to the cafe alongside the ship. 
That has been necessary due to the 
larger than expected number of vis¬ 
itors.” 

She said the cost of tickets for 
senior citizens had also risen - by 
75p to £5.75 - but children’s tickets 
were remaining at £3.75. 

■ Britannia's new guide book 
- page 24. 


Cavalier 
funding 
drive is 
‘on hold’ 

A CAMPAIGN which aimed 
to raise at least some of the 
£95.000 needed to complete 
the funding of Britain's last 
World War II dcstro\ci. HMS 
C avalier, has been postponed 

The week-long campaign, 
planned in the Medway area by 
the HMS Cavalier Association, 
was due to be launched on March 
27. 

Rear Admiral John Hcrvcy, 
President of the Association and a 
member of the HMS ( asalicr 
(Chatham) Trust, said the cam¬ 
paign had been “pot on hold” 
after members of the Trust 
expressed the view that any fund- 
raising campaign could he better 
co-ordinated after the ship arrived 
at Chatham Historic Dockyard. 

lie said repairs lo C kvanei are 
progressing well at Hcbhurn-on- 
Tync and it is estimated that she 
will he in her Chatham berth by 
mid-May. 

The decision to postpone the 
campaign has led to the resigna¬ 
tion as chairman of the Cavalier 
Association of Sid Anning. Over a 
year ago. he was instrumental in 
launching the successful fight to 
save the ship for Britain. 

Both Mr Anning and Admiral 
Horsey said he had stepped down, 
at least for the time being, to pre¬ 
serve amity within the organisa¬ 
tion. 

Russian envoy’s 
Thursday War 

THE RUSSIAN Ambassador to 
Britain, Mi Yuri Fokine, joined 
HMS Richmond off Plymouth lor 
a Thursday War exercise. He was a 
guest of Flag Officer Sea (raining. 
Rear Admiral John I.ippiett. 

Also visiting FOST was the 
Commander of the German 
Destroyer Fleet. Flotillenadmiral 
Christoph Diehl who embarked 
for the Thursday War in the FGS 
Luctjens. 


Latest Lynx hot on the trail 



THE LATEST aircraft to join the Fleet Air 
Arm - the Westland Lynx HMS 8 (DSP) - 
has been delivered to the Lynx Operational 
Evaluation Unit of 815 Naval Air Squadron. 

The aircraft, bulging with additional equip¬ 
ment, is the most up-to-date version of an air¬ 
craft that first entered Fleet Air Arm service 28 
years ago. 

The new helicopter incorporates an integrated 
GPS navigation suite and a digital signal proces¬ 


sor for the radar. The observer’s ability to track 
multiple targets has been greatly enhanced, and 
the changes are the first in a programme 
designed to maintain the Lynx's operational 
effectiveness well into the next century. 

The evaluation unit, the first of the Portland 
contingent to move to RN air station Yeovilton, is 
conducting intensive trials with two of the new 
aircraft before the type becomes operational at 
the end of the year. 


Service deafness: 
Medical review 
brings ‘no change’ 

THE GOVERNMENT has said it cannot change its stance on 
the assessment of awards of War Pensions for hearing loss. 


























































NAVY NEWS, APRIL 1999 3 


SABITA HAS 
DESIGNS ON 
THE NAVY 


PERSONALLY spearheading the Navy’s ethnic 
recruiting drive at the London Evening Standard's 
Jobs Fair, Second Sea Lord Admiral Sir John 
Brigstocke gave the hard sell to Sabita 
Gottumukkala (24), from Finchley. 

“He joked with me and said the fact that I was having 
my photograph taken with him meant I was all signed 
up already,” said Sabita, who has just completed a 
post graduate degree in International Marketing at the 
University of Manchester Institute of Science and 
Technology. She also has a degree in Design 
Management from Leicester University. 

“I'm actually quite looking forward to doing the 
three-day selection tests. I definitely intend taking this 
further and I am very interested in a career in the Navy. 

“I always thought it was only about ships, flying and 
submarines - but I found out from Admiral Brigstocke 
that there is a whole range of careers available to 
someone with my background." 

Admiral Brigstocke told Navy News : “This year the 
percentage of Navy recruits from the ethnic minorities 
has doubled. This is a spectacular achievement.” 

Q No home for racism - see back page. Overall 
recruitment up 6 per cent - see page 20. 
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to fall into line 

with the nest 

OFFICER rank comparisons between the Royal Marines and other Services, 
which date back to the 19th century, are being changed in the light of increasing 
Joint Service activity. 


At present rank equivalents 
between the RM and other 
Services differ according to 
whether a Royal Marines offi¬ 
cer is serving at sea, in an RN 
establishment or ashore in a 
noo-Naval environmen t 

In a Naval environment, for 
instance, a major RM equates to a 
commander RN in terms of rank 
and pay. But when outside that 
environment, the major would 
appear to rank alongside a Army 
major, while still performing the 
duties and receiving the pay of a 
commander RN and an Army licu- 
tenant colonel. 

From July I, RM officers from 
lieutenant to lieutenant colonel 
will be realigned one substantive 
rank and one NATO grade higher 
so that rank badges will properly 
reflect an RM offer’s profession¬ 
al experience and current entitle¬ 
ment to pay. pensions and benefits. 

There will be no further 
need for Local Higher Rank 
adjustments, and the rank 
of actinglieutenant will be 
absorbed into that of lieu¬ 
tenant. 

An officer with five years’ 
seniority as a lieutenant will be 
automatically promoted to captain, 
substantive lieutenant colonels will 
become colonels and remain in 
their incremental pay bracket, and 
all substantive colonels with a 
seniority date on or before June 30 


this year will continue to receive 
one star pay and - when filling 
appropriate appointments - win 
wear brigadier rank. 

Relative seniority, appointing, 
pay and pensions will be unaffect¬ 
ed. There will also be no effect on 


Careers Service officers, retired 
officers and representative and 
honorary titles. 

□ Details of the realignment are 
published in General Defence 
Council Instruction 39/99. 


MULTIPLE myeloma cancers in 
British nuclear test veterans of the 
1950s are to come under a medical 
study funded by the Ministry of 
Defence, Parliamentary Under 
Secretary John Spcllar 
announced. 

The study comes after recent 
analysis of the National 
Radiological Protection Board 
database, which noted a recent 
rise in the incidence of MMs in 
test participants and the control 
group. 

It will be carried out by the 
independent NRPB and reviewed 
by another independent commit¬ 
tee including eminent academics 
and scientists. 

Ttoo prior studies by the NRPB 
have looked into the health and 
mortality of UK test veterans, 
each involving some 23,000of the 
latter and a similar sized control 
group. 

They concluded that participa¬ 
tion in the weapons tests had no 
detectable effect on expectation of 
life, nor on risk of developing can¬ 
cer or other fatal diseases. 
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READY in just 14 weeks - HMS Sultan s new pre-engineered 
library lecture theatre building, built by Terrapin of Milton 
Keynes for the relocation of personnel from the Department of 
Nuclear Science and Technology formerly at GreenwichNaval 
College. 


a Mum 


(On board HMS Marlborough dans les Indes 
Occidentals) 

Je deteste ce job. Jacques. Je n’ai jamais aucune ktee what 
to say.’ 

‘Cest tr6s simple. Jack! Ecoute: "Chere Mum. J'espgre que 
cette lettre vous trouve aussi bien que moi. Je miss votre fan- 
tastique cooking et -’’’ 

’Ha! C’est unjoke! Ma Mum. elle est la plus lousy cook de 
tout le monde. Elle ne peut pas cuire un oeuf Quand je suis 
arrive & HMS Raleigh. j’6tais en danger de blowing away dans 
un puff de vente ’ 

Quel dommage 1 Ma m£re. au contraire. elle est le tops dans 
la cuisine! Michel Roux est nowhere & cote de ma m£re Sa 
Filet de Boeuf Saute Stroganotf! Sa Canard £ la Rouennaise 1 
Sa Supr&mes de Poulet & la Vinaigrette de Noix! Sa - * 

’OK. OK! Ca suffit! Forget la cuisine. C’est un non-starter 
chez nous. Mon Dad. il est un martyr d dyspepsia. C’est 
pourquoi il m a dit: "Get votre self into un bleu suit pour Christ’s 
sake. Jack - vous 6tes destine pour une early tombe si vous 
stick around ici 

Mmm... Alors. Ow about. "Chdre Mum. Mes socks sont 
plein de trous et 

Pardon. Jacques! Mes socks? Ils 6taient toujours plein de 
trous Depuis quand j‘6tais un petit toddler dans mon premier 
sailor suit. Si ma Mum a fait le knitting les comforts pour les 
matelots. elle would ave been arrets pour le traison.' 

Mon Dieu! C’est plus difficile que j’ai cru! Votre Mum est un 
non-starter dans tous les departements. ie crois!* 

‘Watch what vous dites about ma lovely Mum, Jacques! Elle 
pouvait boire quelqu'un dans la Manne Nationale sous le table!' 

Merveilleux' Maintenant nous sommes getting somewhere' 
Ow about: "Ch6re Mum. Mon ami Jacques, il nr a propose de 
faire la course avec vous - combien de Harvey s Bnstol 
Cremes dans trente minutes!' 

‘C’est great. Jacques! Merci beaucoup! Je crois qu elle com- 
mencera le training tout de suite!' 


Illustrations par 


JACK ET JACQUES 


La Lettre Home 


ranks set 


New study on 
cancers in 
test veterans 
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Draftv... The Submarine Service 



The new Commodore 
Musters at Centurion 


THERE IS A new man at the helm of the Naval Drafting Directorate with the 
arrival of Commodore John Musters. 

Commodore Musters took over as 
on March 5 after two years as Director of Naval Officer 
eputy Director Naval Manning. 


And he steps into the iob with impeccable credentials 
C omm odore Naval Drattii 
Appointments (Supply) and 


I )cr 


He joined the RN in 1966 and spent four years 
training and completing specialist courses before 
undertaking a variety of secretarial and supply 
appointments in HMS Andromeda. RNAS 
Lossiemouth, HMS Intrepid, the RN Supply School at 
( hatham, and HMS Active 

Promoted to Lieutenant Commander in 1979, he 
served as Captain’s Secretary HMS Raleigh before 
returning to sea as Deputy Supply Officer of the air¬ 
craft carrier Invincible, a period which included the 
Falkland?* War. 

Promoted Commander in 1983, he was appointed 
Secretary to the Chief of Staff, Commandcr-in-Chicf 


Fleet at Northwood. and then to the last of the County 
class destroyers, HMS Fife, as Commander (S). 

He qualified as an Italian interpreter after a one- 
year comae at the lt.iii.m Naval War College at 
Livorno in 1987 and was then appointed to the staff of 
Defence Commitments (Rest of World) at the 
Ministry of DetaCC in I OMOI. 

In 1991 he joined the Staff of CINCNAVHOME 
in Portsmouth as the Command Supply Officer. 

On promotion to Captain in 1993, he returned to 
Northwood as Secretary to Commandcr-in-Chicf 
Fleet, Channel and Eastern Atlantic, before joining 

B DNO/ 


the staff of Second Sea Lord in 1996 as I 


)A(S). 



Career-minded have plenty to think 
about 


C * 

" 
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1AREER-MINDED sub¬ 
mariners should be 
'aware of a number of 
issues which will effect them. 

For a start, the Submarine 
Drafting Preference Card 
(DPC/C232) has been revised in a 
number of areas and will now be 
called the Submarine Drafting 
cnee Form (DPI ( 232) to 
bring it into line with the General 
Service and Fleet Air Arm. 

New stocks of Submarine DPFs 
will be issued automatically from 
stores on demand when stocks of 
the old Submarine DPCs have 
been depicted. 

There arc a number of changes 
which will be promulgated by both 
SG M/STMs and RNTMs and you 
are strongly advised to read these 
publications. 

The January 1999 edition of 
Navy News gave a very good dit on 
the Drafting Preference Form 
which is applicable to Submariners 
despite being in the Fleet Air 
Arms Drafty’s Comer. 

Remember that Draftv does not 
have access to your Divisional 
Docs, nor does he have a crystal 
ball therefore the importance of 
correctly completing the DPF can¬ 
not be over stressed - it is the only 



Remember, the original PVR 
application may have triggered a 
promotion or an increase in the 
recruiting target. Each application 
is considered ( 
basis. 


on a ease by case 


Leaving? 


means of fitting people to jobs. 

Shore time 

Minimum Time Ashore (MTA) 
is the minimum authorised time 
allowed, as a condition of sea ser¬ 
vice, by Drafty between sea ser¬ 
vice. BR 14 (Drafting 
Instructions) shows the MTA 
Graph for all RN rates. 

However, your Actual Time 
Ashore (ATA) may be in excess of 
MTA for a number of reasons; Sea 
Roster compressed by ratings com¬ 
pleting courses, in particular for 
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the technical ratings undertaking 
NPSC. NPOC, NPSupC and the 
MEMCCSM; Ratings volunteer¬ 
ing to go back to sea service Early 
Out Of T\im (EOOT) and finally 
the C ategory may be in surplus 

Be aware that some categories 
arc already very dose to or at 
MTA, particularly CPOSASM. 
POSASM, WSM and POSSM. 
whilst in others such as WTRSM 
and all ME/Nuc Engineering 
Categories, the ATA is slowly mov¬ 
ing towards MTA. 


Availability 

Working out your Sea 
Availability Date (SAVDATE) is 
quite easy and will give you a 
rough basic date to work to. 

Once you have completed your 
Red Crossed Drafting Preference 
Form (RXI)PI ) you will have two 
dales I he date »>! leasing the 
Submarine and your Availability 
Date (AVDATE); the difference 
between the two is your Leave 
After Sea Service (LASS). 

First work out your MTA by cal¬ 
culating how many months fN 
have been on Sea Service, ic from 
date of joining your sea draft to the 
date of leaving your sea draft and 
then utilising the Graph in BR 14. 
Then add the MTA onto your 
AVDATE. This will give you your 
SAVDATE which is the date that 


you arc available for Sea Service 
having had all LASS and MTA. 

Although it is not necessarily the 
dale you will go hatk to sea it is a 
very useful planning date for you 
to remember. 

Early release 

Submission of 18 months notice 
is your right providing that you 
have fulfilled the prerequisites, sec 
BR 8748 Chapter 2 Articles 0222 
and 0223. 

However, Early Release once 
you have submitted your 18 
months notice is based on the indi- 
wdual's situation and the SfitviOC 
needs and as a rule of thumb early 
release will not normally be 
approved any earlier than the last 
two months oefore the end of the 
notice engagement. 

This applies even if the rating 
has secured a civilian job and can 
be spared by his current employer 
as we arc short of personnel over¬ 
all and have many gaps to fill. 

If as a Divisional Officer or 
Commanding Officer you believe a 
gw to be cuptioaal them plow 
make and argue the case clearly. 

Withdrawal 

Withdrawal of notice is only 
possible in underbome branches 
and it is not a right and many have 
been surprised when an applica¬ 
tion to withdraw has been refused. 


As the manpower squeeze con¬ 
tinues to bite, time ashore before 
Terminal Date is slowlv reducing 
The rules m quite clear in BR (4 
Article 0111. ratings going to pen¬ 
sion are allowed four months 
ashore before terminal leave. 

Ratings on 20E, where possible, 
will be allowed their last year 
ashore. Ratings completing an 
engagement which does not quali¬ 
fy them for an immediate pension 
will only be allowed a period of 
shore service in accordance with 
their total length of service. 

Essential billets 

There arc a number of billets 
within the shore employer’s 
Scheme of Complement (SOC) 
that require long continuity. One 
billet is the Submarine Essential 
Billet (SEXX) where the XX 
shows the required period of conti¬ 
nuity which can range from 12-36 
months. 

In addition these billets are 
reauired to be manned to above 
95% as they arc in direct support 
of nuclear safety. 

There arc other billets normally 
associated with long on job train¬ 
ing and where experience and is 
essential. These arc Continuity 
Billets (CXX) where again the XX 
denotes the required ( ontinuity. 

However, it is the Sea Roster 
that dictates the deployment of 
manpower. Therefore as ATA 
approaches MTA, Continuity will 
always be broken in favour of the 
Sea Service requirements. This 
additional turbulence will continue 
to give major headaches to the 
Shore Employer. 

Manning priorities 

DCI(RN) 55/98 provides the 
Manning Priorities for the Naval 
Service and is a must for bedtime 
reading. Once read, you will 
understand the guidelines that 
Drafty is directed to follow. 


Situations 

vacant 


CPOAEA(L) for SSA 
Bristol. A shore billet at 
Bath. Engineering U/W 
Weapons, required April 
for 18 months. 

LAEM(M) A shore billet at 
Wattisham exchange with 
the Army. LAEM duties with 
REME, required September 
for two years. 

AEM for HMS Dryad. A 
shore billet near 
Portsmouth, security 
duties, required June for a 
year. 

NA(METOC) A shore bil¬ 
let at HMS Drake, Devon- 
port. Security duties, 
required October for a year. 

NA(METOC) A shore bil¬ 
let at Britannia Royal Naval 
College, Dartmouth. 

Security duties, required 
October for a year. 

MAA A shore billet as 
Manager of Birmingham 
Career Liaison Centre, 
required April for a year. 

LMEM(M) A sea-going 
billet based at Devonport 
with S39 Assault Squadron. 
LCU LMEM(M) duties, 
required April for 30 
months. 

MEM for NEFI. A sea¬ 
going billet based in the 
Falklands. MEM duties, ide¬ 
ally driver qualified, 
required December for four 
months. 

MEM A Falklands billet in 
HMS Dumbarton Castle. 
MEM duties, AMC, required 
from November for six 
months. 

MEM A sea-going billet in 
HMS Kent, now building at 
Glasgow but destined for 
Portsmouth. MEM duties, 
AMC. Required November 
for 30 months. 


Working abroad 

Why can’t submariners have fun 
in the sun like General Service? 
B.isicallj be c am e t ben arc not 
enough billets allocated to 
Submariners. 

There has been a lot of effort 

K t into the creation of Submarine 
cal Foreign Service (LFS) 
Billets but at the end of the day it 
is the shore employer, via his SOC, 
that states the requirement and 
not Drafty. 

Although the Submarine LFS 
market remains small, there has 
been a slight increase over recent 
years. But the total number is still 
only 24, based mainly in Gibraltar 
and Italy and restricted to ratings 
of the OPS Branch. That m 2 
three billets remain gapped 
because there are no volunteers! 

Access to Drafty 

Finally, as with so many things 
in life, good communication is the 
key, but at the right level. 

□ Heads of Department and 
Divisional Officers arc always wel¬ 
come to visit and arrangements 
should be made directly with the 
appropriate desks. 

□ DOs or Div SRs arc encour¬ 
aged to apeak to desks by tele¬ 
phone. so if there are any ques¬ 
tions relating to the above snippets 
please do not hesitate to contact 
the appropriate desk. 


YOUR SUBMARINE DRAFTING TEAM FOR 1999 

Cdr Stephen Carter, Drafting 

Commander and WO Appointer, ext 2381. 

CPORS(SM) Rod Steiger, Office 
Manager, assistant WO Appointer and 
Coxn’s drafty, ext 2516. 

Lt Cdr Dave Hubbard, ME Drafting 
Officer, ext 2042. 

POWWTR Wanda Leader, ME Senior 
Rates and LWWTR Hazel Mears, ME 
Junior Rates, ext 2518. 

Lt Cdr George Hill, WE/OPs Drafting 

Officer, ext 2043.POWTR Ollie Burton, WE 
Artificers, ext 2519. 

POWWTR Diane Collier, 

Comms/WEM WSM all rates, ext 2517. 

LWWTR Alison Leitch, Sonar/TS all 
rates, ext 2519. 

Lt Cdr Chris Lloyd, Medical Drafting 
Officer, ext 2570. POWTR Robbie 
Roberts, medics all rates, ext 2445. 

Lt Cdr Bryan Ward, SA, WTR Drafting 
Officer, ext 2455. POWTR Harry Lymer, 

SA s all rates, ext 2444. 

POWWTR Many Haughton, WTRs all 
rates, ext 2505. 

Lt Cdr Terry Morris, CA/CH and STD 
Drafting Officer, ext 2456. POWWTR Tracy 
Evans, CPOCAs and LWWTR Bev 
Dickson, L?CHs, ext 2446. POWTR Neil 
Taylor, C/POSTDs and WTR Matt Prime, 

L STDs, ext 2575. 

POMEM Taff Maund, SM Course 
Liaison, ext 2339. 
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Facts 

and 

figures 


Class: Hunt-dass mine coun¬ 
termeasures vessel convert¬ 
ed as Northern Ireland patrol 
vessel 

Pennant number: M32 
Builder: Yarrow s Glasgow 
Launched: February 9, 1982 
Commissioned: June 24, 
1983 

Displacement: 685 tonnes 
Length: 60 metres 
Beam: 10 metres 
Draught: 3 metres 
Speed: 15 knots (diesel), 8 
knots (hydraulic) 
Complement: 35 (four offi¬ 
cers) 

Machinery: Two Ruston- 
Paxman 9-59 Deltic diesels; 
one Deltic Type 9-55B diesel 
for pulse generator and auxil¬ 
iary drive; two shafts; one bow- 
thruster 

Armament: 30mm gun 


■ BATTLE HONOURS i 

North Sea ... 

...1941-45 

English 


Channel.. 

...1942-44 

Normandy .. 

.1944 



• New job - HMS Cottesmore in her role as Northern Ireland patrol vessel, helping to replace the River-class ships which were sold to Brazil. 





AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 30 


• Curtiss's world-renowned Jenny ' - the JN-4 - and 
(below) the company's less successful R-2. 


Curtiss JN-4 and R-2 


THE CURTISS JN-4, which 
became one of the most 
widely operated trainers in 
the world, was an Anglo- 
American brainchild. 

It was a combination of 
Curtiss’s Type J and Type N, 
designed respectively by the 
Briton B. D. Thomas and 
Glenn Curtiss himself. 

No fewer than 6,400 were 
built and became affection¬ 
ately known as the Jenny, the 
favoured mount of US barn¬ 
stormers in the 1920s and 
1930s. 

Eighty of them saw service 
as RNAS trainers in World 
War I, as did 97 JN-3s, the 
Type 4’s very similar forerun¬ 
ner. The Jenny's 90hp Curtiss 
OX-5 engine produced a max¬ 


imum speed of 70mph and a 
climb rate of ten minutes to 
3,500ft. 

The success of the JN-4 
was not, however matched by 
its cousins, the Curtiss R-2 
and R-4. One hundred were 
ordered as reconnaissance 


aircraft for the RNAS in 1915, 
but they proved to be over¬ 
weight, and their 160hp 
Curtiss XV engine was unreli¬ 
able. 

A few were believed to have 
been used as armament train¬ 
ers as late as 1918. 


Former destroyer 
served for 46 years 


The current ship is the third 
and smallest of the Royal 
Navy’s HMS Cottesmores. 

The first was a 750-ton 
twin-screw minesweeper 
launched in February 1917. 

Her career was short, as 
she was paid off in October 
1919. 

The second Cottesmore 
was a Hunt-class destroyer 
built by Yarrow and Co at 
Glasgow and launched on 
September 5, 1940. 

She displaced 1,000 tons, 
and entered service in 
December that year. 


She spent much of the war 
with the 21st Destroyer 
Flotilla, based at Sheemess, 
escorting convoys, attacking 
enemy shipping and cover¬ 
ing minelaying operations. 

She won three Battle 
Honours, and was paid off in 
August 1945. 

She was sold to Egypt in 
1950 and at first renamed 
Mohamed All. 

Renamed Port Said, she 
served until 1986, when she 
was believed to be the last 
remaining of the original 
Hunt class in service. 


verted for service in waters around 
Northern Ireland. 

This enhanced her performance 
in her secondary role as a patrol 
vessel, bin she retains the ability to 
hunt mines with her high defini¬ 
tion sonar 

Enhancements made to the ship 
include the addition of two Caley 
davits which enable Cottesmore to 
carry two Pacific boats and one 
Arctic, allowing her boarding 
teams to react rapidly. 

Mine warfare gear removed in 
the process is casil> reinstated. 

Cottesmore, the fourth of 13 
ships of the class, was built at 
Yarrow and launched on February 
9. 1982. 

She was rededicated at Rosyth 


on November 20, 1997. 

Cottesmore sailed for her first 
patrol a year ago tills month, but to 
ensure the ship and her company 
were not missing out on her prime 
role, she took part in Operation 
Pike at the beginning of this year. 

The ship is due to undergo 
operational sea training next 
month. 

Built of glass-reinforced plastic 
(GRP) to reduce the ships* mag¬ 
netic signature. Hunt-class vessels 
can both sweep for mines using 
towed wires and hunt individual 
devices using high-definition 
sonar. 

Although the hull material is 
lightweight, the ship is built to 
withstand the explosive shocks 


likely to be encountered while it 
goes about its tasks. 

The ship is powered by two 
Deltic diesel engines driving fixed- 
pitch propellers through 
ahead/astern clutches and reverse 
reduction gearboxes, giving her a 
top speed of 15 knots on main 
engines. 

To allow for slow running during 
operational mine warfare, a third 
Deltic provides power via hydro¬ 
static transmission systems, air 
clutches and main gearboxes. 

In order to manoeuvre at slow 
speeds, Hunts have a hydraulic 
bow-thruster, which docs away 
with the need for activated rudder 
systems found on more conven¬ 
tional minesweepers and hunters. 


H unt-class warship 

HMS Cottesmore is 
undertaking a new role 
- but that docs not stop her 
from fulfilling her original pur¬ 
pose. 

The mine countermeasures ves¬ 
sel was the first of the Hunts con 


S - 

‘When only the best is 
good enough./ 


T he Queen Alexandra Hospital Home, a 
registered charity, provides a permanent home 
with medical care for disabled ex-servicemen. 
Anyone who has served in HM Forces at any time 
or in any capacity and requires residential nursing 
care is eligible for admission. While most of the 60 
patients arc long term, patients are also welcomed 
for convalescence after hospital treatment or to 
provide short-term respite for carers. We keep 
costs as low as possible and depend on donations 
and legacies to subsidise fees. 

In the Hospital Home the emphasis is on 24-hour 
nursing care supported by specialised treatment, 
activity and enjoyment. A fully-equipped physio¬ 
therapy department is complemented by a 
hydrotherapy pool, enabling patients to improve 
and maintain their limb mobility. Speech therapy 
and ideology services help patients to overcome 
their communication disabilities and to join in the 
social life of the Home. 


is the centre for community activities. The leisure 
activities department provides a range of practical 
work and encourages the development of personal 
hobbies and interests. The extensive grounds arc 
easily accessible by wheelchair, and specially 
adapted coaches take patients on regular outings 
and visits. 


If you would like more information about the 
Queen Alexandra Hospital Home or would like to 
arrange a visit please contact the Chief Executive. 


1919 


Our 80th Anniversary. Please help us to 
make this a really special year! 


1999 


Queen Alexandra Hospital Home 

SERVING DISABLED EX-SERVICEMEN 

Gifford House. Boundary Road. Worthing. West Sussex BN 11 4LJ. Tel/Fax 01903 213458. 

e-mail: ceo@qahh.org.uk. Website: www.qahh.org.uk Chanty No 206721 


on additional role 


Cottesmore takes 
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Bismarck 

question 

RE “Whose Swordfish Sealed 
Bismarck's Fate?” (March Issue) 
the article you refer to is NOT by 
Les Sayer and Percy Gick, it is an 
incorrect extraction by the author 
Max Arthur from my book TAG on 
a Stringhag 

Neither I nor Admiral Gick 
h.»u ever claimed our aircraft was 
responsible for the hit on 
Bismarck which jammed her 
rudders. 

This embarrassing error is 
compounded by the statement: 
“There was only one known hit 
and that was amidships, and we 
thought we'd got it. It jammed the 
Bismarck's rudders and she was 
seen to make two big circles.” 

These two contradictory 
sentences pose the question: 
“How can a hit amidships jam 
rudders which are astern”, further 
illustrating that someone 
somewhere got their facts a little 
mixed. - L.Sayer, Colchester. 

I TOOK part in the attack on the 
Bismarck from HMS Ark Royal. 
Mr A. (inttuhs i March iw) li 
correct that aircraft from the Ark 
obtained two hits, one of which 
jammed the rudder. I was in the 
leading flight of three formating 
on the leader of the attack, Cdr T 
Coodc, the other pilot was Dixon- 
Child. 

The weather on May 26 1941 
was Force 10 gale and high seas. 
There were 15 aircraft on that 
attack and I defy anyone to say 
they dropped the crucial torpedo 
that hit the rudder. 

In those conditions who ooukfl 
honestly say that their torpedo was 
a genuine “runner”? 

Every pilot and crew that day 
deserve equal praise to come out 
of the clouds and face the 
firepower of a ship of that calibre. 
- Lt Cdr J.Moffat, Dunkcld. 
Perthshire. 


I WAS a photographer attached 
to 810 Sqn on board the Ark at 
the time and it was left to 810. on 
their second strike, to score two 
hits on the Bismarck, including 
the vital one on the port side 
screws and rudder. 

I have always felt they were not 
fully recognised for the job they 
did in atrocious flying weather. - 
J.Caton, Hockley, Essex. 


No 'two tiers' 
in fitness for 
life at sea 


IN DECEMBER’S Navy News you announced that the Royal Navy would be introducing 
compulsory annual fitness tests, which in my opinion have been very long overdue in 
coming. 


Unfortunately, yet again, the 
Royal Navy in its infinite 
wisdom has come up with a 
two-tier system. In the climate 
that the Royal Navy is 
operating in - i.e. racial 
equality, political correctness. 
Investors in People, front line 
first etc WC arc still giving 
women in the RN second-rate 
equality due to their gender. 

In the fitness runs women get 
another two minutes spare time to 
complete the fitness runs - how are 
matelots and officers going to look 
at women as their equals on a Type 
42 or 22 when allowances are being 
made like that? 

When a commanding officer 
takes his ship into hostile waters 
you can’t exactly call up the enemy 
on Comms and ask them to gi\c ns 
an extra couple of minutes more to 
get ready al battle stations as we 
nave women on board. 

From what I’ve seen of the 
modem day Wren she can work 
hard, pin hard belter than some 
matelots I know. So let’s give the 
unis a chance. G. Mooney, HMS 
Trenchant. 

RNFT replies: 

I was pleased to see that you 
thought the test was long 
overdue. However, your letter 
argues strongly that the tests will 
introduce a Two-tier " system and 
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for the sake of equality the girls 
should be tested to the same 
standards as the men. I should 
like to explain that the RNFT will 
not be introducing a 
discriminatory Two-tier" system, 
but will have two elements - a 
stamina test and one for power 
and strength. 

The stamina element will 
compose of a 2.4km run or multi¬ 
stage shuttle run. The 
physiological differences 

between males and females have 
been taken into account, such as 
heart volume, blood capacity and 
the ability to take in and transport 
oxygen around the body. 

Additionally, the degradation in 
performance with age has been 
included in the assessment Any 
attempt to set a common 
standard for all in the stamina test 
would be open to legal challenge 
on grounds of discrimination. If 
the stamina standards were set at 
the average female levels, the 
majority of males would have little 
problem passing (indeed the pass 
standard would equate to below 
the national average of fitness in 
the general male population). 

Similarly, if the standards were 
set at the male levels, only those 
females with a high level of 
fitness would pass the test. 
Interestingly, the same gender- 
fair fitness test has been 
successfully used by the RAF for 
the past four years 

You indicated that the women 
should be given a chance. Well, 
the test for power and strength 
will be taken by male and female 
alike, to an equal standard, a 
“gender free " test which will be 
earned out by all personnel under 
the age of bO and which will be 
based on shipboard tasks such 
as damage control, fire fighting 
and casualty evacuation. This 
test is currently being researched 
and developed and will be 
introduced in 2000. 

The RNFT has been 
introduced carefully and with 
extensive research and 
consultation and I hope this reply 
clearly explains the issues. You 
can read more about it in DCI 
Gen 233/98 or speak to your PT 
staff. 


Incorrect 

operation 


I THOUGHT you might 
appreciate the enclosed cutting in 
the Cyprus Weekly: “Capt James 
Bumcll-Nugcnt is the Captain of 
HMS Invincible, one of the Royal 
Navy’s three 20,000-ton aircraft 
earners. 1,200 men operate the 
ship and women.” 

It caused quite a talking mint 
among ex-matclots here. Really 
atrip) the Navy News I receive. - 
D.Dawson, Paphos. Cyprus. 

Letters to the Editor should 
always be accompanied by 
the correspondent's name 
and address, not nece¬ 
ssarily for publication. 


SHIPS THAT 
WENT LIKE 
LIGHTNING 


REGARDING HMS Cavalier being the fastest ship 
in the Fleet, the incident in question related to the 
fastest major warship in the Fleet -excluding patrol 
boats and hovercraft. A “race” took place in 1971 
between HMS Cavalier and HMS Rapid. 

At the time the Type 15 frigate HMS Rapid was the 
enaineerina training ship attached to HMS Caledonia. 
HMS Cavalier was in her final commission. The race 
took place on July 6 in the Firth of Forth and was run 
over two hours being won by a small marain of ten yards 
by HMS Cavalier at an average speed of 31.8 knots. It is 
generally believed that actually HMS Rapid was faster, 
however the premature lifting of a safety valve caused 
her speed to drop. 

Over the years I believe the following were the fastest 
ships in the Fleet: 

□ 1907-21 HMS Swift (destroyer) exceeded 40 knots 
in 1914. 

□ 1939-late 1950s Abdiel-class fast minelayers with a 
designed speed of 40 knots. HMS Latona is reputed to 
have exceeded 49 knots on one occasion. HMS 
Manxman could cruise at 44 knots when “clean". 

□ 1960 Fast patrol boats HMS Brave Borderer and 
Brave Swordsman. Designed speed was 50 knots but 
well exceeded on trials. 

□ 1970 Sword-class fast patrol boats - HMS Scimitar 
was reported in August 1970 Navy News as achieving 58 
knots. 

□ 1980 HMS Speedy, the experimental hydrofoil had a 
designed speed of 43 knots. 

As originally designed, the Amazon-class frigates 
which entered service in 1974 had a top speed of 35 
knots which was reduced to 32 knots following the 
addition of ballast to counter stability problems. 
Currently the Batch 3 Type 22 frigates Cornwall, 
Cumberland, Campbeltown and Chatham have a speed 
“in excess” of 30 knots. - I. Richardson, High Shincliffe, 
Durham. 

na i 

she reached 41 1/2 knots on a speed trial from Toulon to 
Malta prior to paying off. - J. D. Hoodless, Rosyth. 

WHILE I endorse the Fast Minelayer's claim, I think the 
record should go to HMS Codrington (sunk Dover July 
26, 1940) whose 43 knots was certainly fact in pre-war 
days. Incidfentally, HMS Manxman is reputed to have 
sailed from Colombo to Fremantle at over 40 knots. - F. 
H. Spendelow. Newport, Mon. 

WITH reference to R.Thake's letter (February issue) 1942 
saw HMS Apollo mine-laying off the coast of France and 
on to Belgium. It was witnessed by the 10th Destroyer 
Flotilla that ORP Blyskawica, an attached Polish 
destroyer, did in fact catch and pass HMS Apollo during 
the said sweep. She had a turn of speed to almost 45 
knots and in maintaining it used all her oil and fuel in a 
little over an hour. - J. J. F. Bull. East Ham. ( Blyskawica is 
Polish for Lightning - Ed). 

• HMS Scimitar pursued by a Wasp helicopter ; Staff 
College Sea Days. 1975 
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I WRITE to ask if you could enlighten me about an event 
which occurred over 72 years ago. My father AB George 
Howell was serving in the sloop HMS Valerian which 
capsized and sank in a tornado/hurricane about 20 miles 
south of Bermuda on October 22, 1926. 

He was one of only 20 survivors who were rescued after 
being in the water for 24 hours and died some six years ago at 
the age of 92. 

A good friend of mine who lives here in Halesworth told an 
acquaintance of his this story - and by an extraordinary coinci¬ 
dence this man, himself now 92, was serving in HMS 
Scarborough, which took over from the Valerian. 

He claimed that although the hurricane was extremely severe 
it was not to blame for the Valerian's fate. 1926 was the year of 
the General Strike and it was believed that the ship was not 
allowed to take on all the coal it needed in America because it 
was so expensive. She thus did not have sufficient to power her 
way through the rough seas. - N.Howell. Halesworth, Suffolk. 


HMS Valerian, a sloop of 1,230 tons, was on her way to Bermuda 
from Nassau, where she had been employed taking the Acting 
Governor of the Bahamas to visit the outlying islands, devastated by 
an earlier hurricane, when she was herself struck down. 

The Court-Martial report in The Times of November 3. 1926 goes 
some way to beanng out your informant s story As was the practice 
at the time, all 20 survivors, who included her CO. Cdr W. A. Usher, 
were court martialed at Bermuda - and honourably acquitted. 

*The report of Cdr Usher on the sinking of his ship and the events 
that led up to it says the scarcity of coal in the Bahamas necessitat¬ 
ed his sailing with bunkers so depleted that economical steaming 
was essential. On Thursday at 200 miles from Bermuda, he received 
warnings and increased his speed to 9 1 ? knots maximum with one 
boiler. On receiving further warnings he started a second boiler, and 
by midnight was steaming at a rate of IV* knots. The bearings 
becoming heated, he slowed down to 10 knots. 

The ship was five miles from Gibbs Hill on Fhday at 8a.m. and 
there was every expectation of making port, as the conditions were 


not indicative of the violence of the approaching storm. A subsequent 
message showed the impossibility of their arriving, so he headed 
south east With the wind increasing steerage way was not to be 
secured with the maximum engine-power at their disposal. 

a The ship was seaworthy until 1 o'clock, when a senes of squalls, 
begganng descnption, ensued, following their passing the centre of 
the cyclone, and the Valehan heeled over 70 deg., but hghted again. 
Then there were more squalls and the engines stopped and the ship 
was apparently aground, though no breakers could be seen. She 
turned over slowly, and her funnels became submerged; her boilers 
exploded and she sank. 

m The men who had got on rafts were tossed about and turned over 
day and night until HMS Capetown arrived at 10 on Saturday, just 
when the exhausted survivors were beginning to lose their hold On 
the Captain s raft 12 were saved out of 28. 

m Survivors say that the Captain sank with the ship, clinging to the 
bndge. was washed off and nit his head, but caught hold of a raft. m - 


!^ . Letters 

Sea training 
for Cadets 
in crisis 


DURING the hype over the Strategic Defence Review there appeared on the list of ship 
disposals the names Appleby and Anmouth. 


These fleet tenders have 
provided sea training for Sea 
Cadets over many years suc¬ 
ceeding their MFV predeces¬ 
sors. This means that the 
Royal Navy no longer provides 
.my sc. i training for the C orps 
and the only sea training is 
either with the Marine Society 
(now only one vessel), the 
training brig Royalist or those 
units fortunate to have an affil¬ 
iated warship. 

The loss of the Fleet Tenders 
means that there is virtually no 
opportunity for cadets to go to 
sea as a unit. 

Why not use some of the adver- 
tising/recruiting budget for sea 
training? The Sea Cadet Corps is 
a source of excellent recruits. - Lt 

Cdr R. J. Horner, Halifax. 

THE LETTER When Left 
Meant Right’ (February issue) 
reminded me of ‘The Rule of the 
Road’ taught to me in 1931 whilst 
training on board the Marine 
Society's ship Warspite (previous¬ 
ly HMS Hermionc): 


Green to green or red to red 
Perfect safety go ahead 

When both lights you sec ahead 
Port your helm and shew your red 

When to Starboard red appear 
It is your duty to keep clear 
To act as judgement says ‘tis prop¬ 
er 

To Port or Starboard, back or stop 
her. 

When upon your Port is seen 
A Steamers Starboard light of 
green 

There’s not so much for you to do 
As green to Port keeps clear of 
you. 

When in danger with no room to 
turn 

Ease her, stop her. go astern. 

- L. B. W. Clowes, Eastbourne. 


Nelson to 
the life 



RE the various portraits of Nelson 
(February issue), in the foyer of 
the Lord Nelson Hotel, Milford 
Haven is a full-length painting of 
Nelson. The artist is R. Bowyer. 
Whether it is .m original painting 
or a copy, I do not know. - G. J. 
Gardner, Manningtrec. Essex. 

Presumably a copy. Robert 
Bowyer was a miniatunst who 
made two portraits of Nelson. 
The first (1800. above) is in the 
Royal Collection. Whereabouts 
of the second (1805), a drawing 
possibly watercolour, unknown. - 
Ed 

MDs who 
were VCs 

IN THE December issue it is stat¬ 
ed th.rt the ooh VC to be awarded 
to a Naval medical officer was that 
of Staff Surgeon William Maillard 
at Crete in 1898. This is not cor¬ 
rect. A French Canadian doctor 
was awarded the VC and also a 
Bar in the 1914-18 war. 


This can be seen on the plaques 
in the Union Jack Club at 

Waterloo 

I believe another doctor also 
g.lined a VC in that war. J. R. 
Burrows. Belfast 
Dr Arthur Martin-Leake was 
the first man ever to win a Bar to 
the VC. Dr Noel Chavasse held 
the same decoration Both were 
Army officers. - Ed. 

Alliance 

threat 

THE ARTICLE on the submarine 
HMS Alliance reminded me of an 
incident of which you may not be 
aware. 

One dav in 1952, when I was 
outside EftA in the control room 
of Alliance, we were dived in 
Stokes Bay and preparing to carry 
out practice firings of angled tor- 
pedoes.The captain sighted the 
liner United States coming up the 
Solent at the end of her record- 
breaking transatlantic voyage. He 
invited anyone interested to take a 
look through one periscope while 
he kept look-out through the 
other. 

Then he spotted a small surface 
vessel entering our training area 
and when the crew began to make 
preparations with tne obvious 
intention of grappling our 
periscope he ordered “Flood O" 
(quick diving tank). 

In addition to the noise of the 
tank flooding, there was the 
unmistakeablc sound and rever¬ 
berations as two torpedoes were 
discharged. A National Service 
sub-lieutenant who was standing 
by in anticipation of firing the tor¬ 
pedoes had confused “Flood Q" 
with the instruction to fire. 

Someone in the control room 
originated what was later to 
become something of a cliche in 
Cold War films by remarking: 
“The Yanks will never believe this 
was an accident.” No damage was 
caused and I believe that the tor¬ 
pedoes were later recovered from 
I lav ling Island beach. - S. 
Bottrill, Faringdon, Oxon. 



• HMS Nelson - mined in Loch Ewe, December 4, 1939 


False 

alarm 

I HAD the honour to serve with 
John Luxton (Talcs of the Sea, 
January issue) in the battleship 
HMS Nelson, when he was our 
Messdcck ‘Dodgei 
When the ship was mined in 
Loch Ewe early in December 1939, 
I remember tnat on entering the 
loch during the morning watch AA 
stations were stood down and I left 
No 2 4.7in to join up with the Side 
and Cable Party on the foc’s’le. On 
the way I nipped down to our 
messdcck to put a book in my lock¬ 
er. 

John Luxton was already there 
having a quick shave. This involved 
propping a piece of broken mirror 
against a mug of hot water on top 
of a kit locker and wielding an 
open cuthroat razor. 

Suddenly we were airborne and 
our immediate world was filled 
with flying lockers, attache cases, 
ditty boxes and a cloud of dust 
When the ship stopped bounc¬ 


ing, we both swiftly made our way 
to the upper deck and emergency 
stations. Breath recovered, John, 
with shaving soap still on his face, 
turned to me anti n£d 1 oti\. for .i 
minute 1 thought I d cut me''bleed¬ 
ing ‘cd off!" 

John was one of our select band 
of three-badge men. Full of experi¬ 
ence and good advice when asked 
and giving a quiet form of leader¬ 


ship. - A. W. A. Stevens, 
Acnnashccn, Wester Ross. 

□Trie magnetic mine laid by U- 
31 caused extensive damage abd 
repairs were not completed until 
the following September. No-one 
was killed but there were 73 
casualties. In the heads forward, 
many lavatory pans shattered 
and their occupants suffered lac¬ 
erations. - Ed 



FOR FREE CONFIDENTIAL ADVICE CALL NOW 



If you are in a situation 
where you are unable to 
service or repay your creditors 
we may be able to help you. 


Here is an example of a client we 
have helped. 


Client A took up his career in the Navy 
following University. He was mamed and 
the couple enjoyed a reasonable standard of 
living. During this time they made use of 
credit facilities which were readily available. 
Unfortunately, there were problems in the 
marriage and the relationship eventually 
broke down. Following his divorce he was 
contacted by the CSA who ordered him to 
pay substantial amounts of maintenance for 
his two children. By now he was living on 
Base and really could not envisage being 
able to afford to move out and provide a 
home where his children could visit He was 
under pressure and his chances of 
promotion were affected. 


It was at this point we were contacted. 
Following our assessment of his situation it 
became clear that he owed around £21.000 
to various Creditors including the CSA. his 
bank, several credit card companies and 
Student Loans, the interest was mounting 
and there was no way he could ever hope 
to repay them. We helped the client to 
restructure his finances and make realistic 
proposals to his Creditors for full and final 
settlement of his debts. This was a great 
relief to the client concerned who felt able 
to make a fresh start tn his life 


Federated Credit Ltd are a national company who specialise in finding solutions for 
individuals who are in financial difficulty. 


WE ARE NOT A LOAN COMPANY. 


FREEPHONE 0800 7 1 6239 


PlMuquot* *«f NNI 
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Would you like a Naval Penfriend? 

A ten word advertisement in this 
column costs from as little as £10. 



HOW TO ADVERTISE: Simply write your 
message (MAX 15 WORDS) enclose 
cbequePO for £10 (or more depending 
on the number of words) and send to: 
Penfriends 1 , Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth P01 3HH. Replies to your 
box number will be forwarded on daily. 
(Payment by credit cardswitch please 
use coupon on page 4) 

HOWTO REPLY: Any person who writes to 
an advertiser must use a stamped 
envelope bearing the advertisers box 
number dearly in the bottom left hand 
comer. The letter should then be endosad 
in a second envelope and addressed as 
above. We cannot guarantee that 
unstamped letters will be redirected. 


WRITE MESSAGE MERE 


Name:.... 
Address:. 


Tel. No.: 


TWO ATTRACTIVE, fun loving 
NAAFI birds. Seek penfriends 
with G.S.O.H. Box April 1 

SINGLE WOMAN. Quiet, 
gentle, educated. Seeks new 
male partner 40+ for mellow, 
trusting, complicated relationship. 

Box April 2 

WIDOW, 65, seeks tall Naval/Ex- 
Naval gentleman correspondent. 
Similar age. status, sense of 
humour. Box April 3 

ATTRACTIVE SINGLE 
working mum, 31. blonde. 5ft. 
curvy. Seeking male penfriends. 

Box April 4 

PLYMOUTH BASED female 
(31). Seeks tall dark sailor for 
fricndship/romance. Box April 5 

SINGLE FEMALE 24. Brown 
hair, 5*6** Looking for male 
penfriend. Box April 6 

ESSEX GIRL 28. Seeks single 
Navy guys, G.S.O.H. Aged 
30+ for friendship/romance. 

Box April 7 

SMUDGE, 20, fun loving hunky 
prince. Looking for his gorgeous 
princess. Box April 8 

SHARON, ATTRACTIVE, slim, 
into clubbing/dance music. 
Wishing to correspond with like 
minded males 28+. Box April 9 

3 LIVELY GIRLS. Enjoys 
socialising, dancing, travelling 
abroad. Please write! 

Box April 10 

ANDI, 34, attractive, fun loving. 
V.G.S.O.H. Enjoys socialising, 
swimming. Seeks Servicemen for 
correspondence/friendship. 

Box April 11 

SLIM FEMALE. 28. dark 
hair. Likes pubs, clubbing, eating 
out. G.S.O.H. Honest + much 
more. Box April 12 

SHY BRUNETTE, 32. Seeks 
male penfriend 30-45, G.S.O.H. 
Drop a line to Caroline. 

Box April 13 

MALE Ugandan, aged 25 years. 
Seeks penfriends of cither sex. 
Box April 14 

EVE, 30. Loves animals, 
horseriding, horticulture, crafts. 
Seeks friendship only. 

Box April 15 

ANDREA, ATTRACTIVE 

brunette. 44, 5*9’*. Slim, 

children. G.S.O.H. Seeks male, 
similar. 35-45. Fricndship/possible 
relationship. Box April 16 

DEB, 26, needs lots of letters from 
Marines/Sailors to liven up my 
life. Box April 17 

CATHY FROM LIMEKILNS 

seeks cx-HMS Battleaxe friend. 
Please write. Box April 18 


NOTICE 

All advertisements submitted for entry 
into the Navy News Penfriend Column 
are subjected to copy approval. 
Navy Newt reserves the right to make 
any amendment* which it consider* 
ncccvvary or to edit copy which is in 
excess of the number of words paid for. 


BRUNETTE, TALL, 43 years. 
Loves cooking, motorbikes & 
walking. Seeks penfriend. 

Box April 19 

MARGARET, 30. G.S.O.H. 
Likes pubs/clubs. Seeks Navy 
penfriend 30-40. Box April 20 

HELEN, 18, single. 5*2". brown 
hair. Likes walking, music, 
swimming. Box April 21 

FOXY LADY (24). Seeks 
handsome hound (24-32) 
fun/friendship. ‘Ashley’s need not 
respond*. Box April 22 

FOUR BORED Damsels seek 
Sinbads G.S.O.H. Fun filled 
letters, A.L.A. Box April 23 


PERSONAL 


STEWARDESS, EXTREMELY 
Htl I TV. ''Iim. mixed race lady. 
5* 5**. 31 years old. Warm ebullient 
personality. Enjoys the arts, 
literature, rugby, working out. Seeks 
penpals aged 25-40. Box No 9670 

(FORUM 40) 

Friendship for the forty-plus. 
Nationwide UK. 

Widen your circle of friends for 
shared interests, travel or romance. 
Free details from: 

Forum 40, 

FREEPOST (SCE7659) 
Stockbridge SO20 6BR. 

. Telephone 01264 810407 . 


STUDIO 2 

Sauna Aroma mawage — Jacuzzi 
NEW PRIVATE MEMBERS BAR OPEN 
Mon-Sat I Oam midnight 
Sun I lam-midntghl. 
FRIENDLY STAFF 


CaU0l9XB Key ham Rd Plymouth 
(opposite St Levans Gale) 
01752 559955 

Vbfflnf mtvIcc tel: 0631 526664. 


PENPAL MAG for adults, choose 
yourself a new penfriend from over 
500 photos. APPROVAL copy from 
m ITCHM\ki K. \io. Cboriej 
PR7 4BS. or ring 01257 480155 
(24hours) 


IN MEMORIUM 


Robbins Norman Norris. 
Lt R.N . Ret d. 

Suddenly at his home on Sunday 
28th February 1999. Beloved 
husband of Margaret - sadly 
missed by all his family and 
friends. Service took place at 
St Ann’s Church. Naval Base, 
on Thursday 11th March, and 
was followed by a private 
cremation. Donations if desired 
for the Rowans Hospice, 
c/o Barrells Chapel of Rest, 
380 London Road, Waterlooville. 


ED GAR (TAFF ) MA1DMENT 

Ex-Gunner HMS Implacable 
1943-45. 

Member of HMS Implacable 
Association. 

March 14th, Aged 73 



People in the News 



Sailor saves tour 
from burning flats 



• BRAVERY AWARD: Kenneth Walker, who saved four women from a burning block of flats, receives 
a commendation for bravery from Strathclyde Firemaster John Jameson. Picture: FOSNNl Photographic 


F IRE FIGHTING train¬ 
ing in the Navy 
helped a Faslane 
submariner to save four 
women from a burning 
block of flats. 

Leading Operator Main- 
tainer Ken Walker from 
Dumbarton kicked down 
doors and fought his way into 
a smoke-filled building in the 
town's Meadowbank Street 
after hearing cries for help. 

He led two women to safety 
and rescued another after going 
back into the blazing building for 
a second time. 

But on his third attempt 
to rescue the fourth and 
last occupant of the flat, he 
was overcome by the 
smoke and forced to leave. 

But by then the fire brigade had 
arrived and ken was able to 
direct them to the fourth woman, 
who was only semi-conscious, 
before being taken to hospital 
himself to be treated for the 
effects of smoke. 

Ken, who was serving on the 
Faslane based Trident submarine 
HMS Vanguard at the time of the 
incident, said modestly: “I don’t 
feel like a hero. 

“I iust did what anyone else 
would do in the circumstances. 


and my fire fighting training came 
in useful.” 

But his bravery did not go 
unrecognised. LOM Walker was 
invited to Strathclyde Fire 


Brigade Headquarters at 
Hamilton to be presented with a 
certificate of commendation by 
the Service’s Firemaster John 
Jameson. 


Mr Jameson said: “He pressed 
on in the face of adversity display¬ 
ing selfless courage in the process 
and was responsible for saving the 
lives of four people.” 



Faslane launches 
fitness campaign 


A HEALTH and fitness campaign has been launched at 
Clyde Naval Base to encourage staff to keep themselves 
fighting fit. 


take pla 

Faslane and it comes in the run-up to the introduction of the com¬ 
pulsory Royal Naval Fitness Test which is being phased in from the 
beginning of April. 


The aim of the project is to 
raise awareness ot health and 
fitness issues and to encourage 
them to lead a healthier 
lifestyle and all Naval personnel 
have been invited to attend a 
series of lectures covering diet, 
fitness and exercise. 

The initiative was launched by 
the base's Physical Training 
Department which is providing 
personal fitness assessments and 
individual exercise programmes. 


And one of the first to sign up 
m amemmeat was Flag 
Officer Scotland, Northern 
England and Northern Ireland, 
Admiral Mika Gregory. 

Faslane's Leading Physical 
Trainer Steve Losh said: “This 
week is just the start of a full¬ 
blown fitness campaign at 
Faslane. 

“We hope that it will encourage 
everybody at Faslane to follow a 
more healthy lifestyle.” 


• ON HIS BIKE: Rear Admiral Mike Gregory (left) helped to get 
Faslane's fitness week off to a good start by setting FOSNNl staff 
an example to follow. Picture: FOSNNl Photographic 


Airman clocks up 4,000 hours 


THE SENIOR pilot of the Navy s first Merlin Squadron 
clocked up his 4,000th flying hour on the first operational 
flight of the new helicopter. 

Lt Cdr Nick Dunn, one of the Service's most experienced 
Merlin pilots, was congratulated on his return by fellow mem¬ 
bers of 700M Intensive Flying Trials Unit who presented a cake 
to mark the occasion. 

Nick (39) joined the RN in 1982 and began his flying training at 
RN Air Station Culdrose with 705 NAS. After that he flew 
Gazelles and five different marks of Sea King before moving on 
to the Merlin. 

He said: "It was a nice surprise to find that my colleagues had 
organised a do to mark this milestone. It’s great to share an 
occasion such as this with some of the people who have been 
part of It." 

• CONGRATULATIONS: Lt Cdr Phil Shaw, CO of 700M Squadron, 
presents a cake to Senior Pilot Lt Cdr Nick Dunn (right) who has 
clocked up 4,000 flying hours. «ctur# rnas Cuurose 
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People in the News 




Recruit’s reward 
is King’s Badge 



ROYAL MARINE Robert 
Condy has been awarded the 
King's Badge for being the 
best recruit in his troop to 
graduate from the Commando 
Training Centre at Lympstone. 

The badge was first presented 
by George V during a visit to 
recruits at RM Deal, Kent, in 1918 
when he also decided that the 
senior recruit squad in Royal 
Marines training would be known 
as the Ring's Squad, 

Since then the 
sports the King's 
inside laurels, has onlj 
awarded to recruits who measure 
up to exacting standards. Marine 
Condy (23) from Leominster, is 
entitled to wear the badge on his 
left arm m every rank. 


# King's Badgeman: Royal 
Marine Robert Condy. 


Portrait honours 
Admiral Pillar 

A PORTRAIT of the most successful engineering officer 
of modern times has been unveiled in the Wardroom at 
HMS Sultan, 

The painting, by Royal artist Theo Ramos, honours the 
achievements of Admiral Sir William Pillar who was the first non* 
seaman officer to be made Commandant of the Royal College of 
Defence Studies and Is a former Lieutenant Governor of Jersey, 



• Admiral Sir William and Lady Pillar underneath the new paint * 
mg. The smaller portrait was a personal gift from the artist 


Kevin's cooking 
is really hot! 


N AVY CHEF Kevin Williams beat 
over 3,000 curry connoisseurs to 
reach the final of the 
International Indian Chet of the Year 
competition. 

The 24-year-old from HMS Fearless is the 
youngest person ever to reach the final of the 
competition and compete for the prestigious 
title and a £1,000 prize. 

Kevin was up against seven other experts including 
the head chei of one of the country’s best Indian 
restaurants and an executive of Britain's biggest pro¬ 
ducers of Indian food products, and he had just three 


hours to prepare and present his menu of two meat 
and two vegetable dishes to a 30-strong panel of 
judges at Edinburgh's Corstorphine College which 
included TV chef Nick Naim. 

The competition, set up by Edinburgh business¬ 
man Tommy Miah, was eventually won by Asian chef 
Sum it Malik, but Kevin's efforts were highly praised. 

Kevin, from ^les, joined the RN in 1991 and has 
swept the board in a number of cooking competi¬ 
tions, the latest being the Navy's Young Chef of the 
Year title in 1998. 

When his time in the Service is up later this year he 
will be joining his wife Stephanie and daughter 
Liana-Denise in Washington DC where he plans to 
open a restaurant. 


• HOT STUFF; HMS Fearless s Chef Kevin Williams (left) with one of the dishes he served up at 
the final of the International Indian Chef of the Year competition . Pxtur* fosnni ptwtopn***: 




Engineer 
‘chillingly 
efficient’ 


IRON DUKE'S 
CPO Tommy Tbcker has 
won a Herbert Lott Award 
for his tireless dedication. 
One of his many achieve¬ 
ments was to get "all three 
water chilling plants on hoard 
working for the first time in 
two years, just before a 
deployment to the Bahamas. 


Our best 
rate 0y0 p 

Personal Loans 

from 13 . 9 % apr* 


Cars, boats, conservatories, holidays, 
honeymoons, house improvements, cookers. 

Whatever it is you want, a Warrior 
Personal Loan is the way to afford it now. 

For example, you want to buy a new car for £7,500. Using a 
Warrior loan as finance over 5 years, your new car will cost just 
£194.70 per month (16.9% APR) with Credit Protection. 


Want to find out more? Ring now on the telephone number 

below to realise your dreams. 

0345 697 527 (UK only) 

0130 819 223 (Germany only) 

Lines are open Monday to Friday, 8am to 8pm & Sam to 2pm Saturday 

WARRIOR 

Personal Loom provided by Warrior Group limited, Weald House, 88 Mom Rood, Sundridge, Sevenooki, Kent IN 14 6ER. Rates correct 
at time of printing. Written quotation available on request. All loans subject to status and not available to people under 18. Warrior reserves 
the right to decline any application. ‘For loon values aver £10,000 
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42 Commando find Ulster still a land of stark contrasts ... 





I 


— 


^ • 




• For six months, LA(PHOT) Steve Lewis has been with 42 Commando in South Armagh. These are 
some of his pictures - of an area now laraely at peace, but uncertainly so. Above, a joint RM and RUC 
boat patrol on Carlinaford Loch near Warren Point. Left, this Marine is the centre of attraction for 
these two little girls. Below left, on guard under a still-ominous terrorist Toad sign'. 


GETTING A PEACE 
OF THE ACTI 


t SNIPER AT WORK 


THE FIRST Royal Marines commando 
unit to operate in Northern Ireland 
since last year's Good Friday agree¬ 
ment is nearing the end of its tour in 
what used to be known as Bandit 
Country' - South Armagh. 

For 42 Commando, six months of living 
and working in bases throughout the area 
have been notable for the fewer violent 
incidents than those experienced during 
previous deployments. But the dissident 
terrorist threat is still present - and the 
RUC still have to be escorted on the beat, 
or even when conducting such routine 
duties as delivering court orders. 

And in the midst of a nervously-held 

K ace, the Marines have found that 
►rthem Ireland is still a land of stark con¬ 
trasts . . . terrorist propaganda along the 
roadways extolling the sniper... shoppers 
surrealistically going about their business 
among, and seemingly oblivious to, troops 
crouching at street corners ... a wet and 
chilling boat patrol on Carlinaford Loch . . 
. children making friends with a Marine in 
the bright sunshine of early spring. 

It Is a more peaceful spring than many 
another experienced in the Province, but 
while the uncertainties linger, caution can¬ 
not be thrown to the winds. There are still 
no runs ashore’ from the confines of the 
bases that punctuate the peace in South 
Armagh. 


• 42 Commando 
will be returning 
with this four¬ 
legged local 
recruit named 
Honk (parentage 
unknown). His 
oppo here Is Lt i 
Chris Paton. 


Ship fines 

reach a 

new low 


FIRES IN Royal Navy vessels 
have dropped to their lowest 
level since data collection 
began in its present form in 


Last year there were 84 fires, 
only 12 of which required more 
than first-aid. Highest number of 
fires since 1990 occurred in 1993 
when there were 110 outbreaks, 
while the previous lowest figure 
was in 1994 when 87 fires were 
experienced. 

Though the drop may he 
explained in part by the reduction 
in the number of ships and sub¬ 
marines during the decade, the fig¬ 
ures arc being seen as an encour¬ 
aging trend. 

Most of last year’s fires - 59 - 
occurred in surface warships, 13 in 
submarines and 12 in Royal Reel 
Auxiliaries. The biggest single 
cause was electrical or electronic 
problems (28). and the most com¬ 
mon location was in machinery 
spaces (40). 

There were no cases of fires 
being caused by negligence. 

The incidence of floods has also 
dropped - to 16. compared with 25 
in 1997, 22 the previous year, and 
17 in 1995. 

Details are published in RN 
Defence Council Instruction 
29/99. 


'Enormous 
scale' of 
Chatham 
Navy Days 

CHATHAM Navy Days on 
May 29-31 is foreseen as an 
event “of enormous scale’* 
after an international meeting 
of n.o.ii representatives was 
held to discuss the show. 

The meeting, at the Historic 
Dockyard, included the n.i\ »l rap 
resentatives of the USA. France, 
Germany, Portugal. the 
Netherlands. Belgium. Italy and 
Poland, as well .ts Britain. 

Admiral Sir Nicholas Hunt, 
Chairman of Chatham Historic 
!iust, s.nd It is most 
warming to see Chatham gain 
such enthusiastic support from so 
mam o 4 the world’s navies, 
Chatham Navy Days is now firmly 
set to he an international event of 
enormous scale.” 

The Americans will he sending 
a warship, while the Germans said 
they would send three, and the 
Italians were hoping to send one. 

Navy Days director Bill Fowler 
said that with the international 
interest so strong, the event was 
gearing up to be the biggest in the 
South Fast this year 

The Navy Days information 
hotlines arc 01634 823807/823800. 


£65m jetty revamp 
milestone reached 


WORK ON the first replace¬ 
ment jetty in a £65 million pro¬ 
ject to renew Portsmouth 
Naval Base’s western water- 
front is due to be completed in 
June. 

By then jetties at Kings Stairs, 
Pitch House and Boat House will 
have been replaced by a new. 350m 
jetty long enough for the bigger air¬ 
craft carriers, due to enter service 
in 2012. 

Work to build a second 
jetty of similar length is due 
to be completed in June 
next year, replacing Sheer 
Jetty and North Railway 
Jetty. 

As well as providing greater jetty 
frontage and area, the new con¬ 
struction will solve the problem of 


the decay of the old jetties built 
.iround me turn of the century and 
meant to last only 20-30 years. 

Later stages of the programme 
will replace South Railway Jetty in 
2003-4. and repair North West Wall 
■Dd i oiint.im I .rkc lett\ in 2007. 

Meccano-style construction 
incorporates pre-cast concrete and 
hollow steel supporting piles dri¬ 
ven 30m into the sea bed. Designed 
to last 60 years, the jetties will pro¬ 
vide a full range of shore support 
services for ships, including water, 
fire hydrants, sewage and surface 
water disposal points, compressed 
air, electrical supply - and facilities 
for ships to connect their comput¬ 
ers to the shore network. 

To guard against damage to the 
nearby Maritime Heritage Area, 
vibration monitors have been 
installed around the site. 


TRIALS TO 
IMPROVE 
THE SA80 


TRIALS ARE under way with the 
SA80 rifle to improve its reliabili¬ 
ty and inter-operability in 
extremely dry and hot condi¬ 
tions. 

A spokesman for the Ministry 
of Defence said the rifle, which 
has equipped Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines personnel since it 
was introduced in 1986, had 
undergone earlier trials to 
improve its inter-operability with 
other NATO ammunition - trials 
which had thrown up a “possible 
problem” in hot and dry climates. 

Designers Heckler & Koch 
were carrying out tests that had 
identified a range of minor 
improvements which were being 
studied to find the most cost- 
effective solution. 


Health concerns block 
to women in subs 


SERVICE in submarines will 
not be opened to women - at 
k-.ist fbi the ume being. 

The decision has been made 
after results of a medical study 
revealed that the build-up of 
contaminants in submarines 
could exceed the levels consid¬ 
ered safe for the foetus of a 
pregnant woman. 

The contaminants are not 
harmful to adults but eooM 
expose an unborn child to haz¬ 
ards - and could also, therefore, 
have an effect on the health of 
the mother, too. The damage 
could be done before a woman 
realised she was pregnant. 

In a general signal, the 
Assistant Chief of the Naval 
Staff, Rear Admiral Jonathan 
Band, said that even if female 


personnel were prepared to 
accept the risk and volunteer for 
submarine service, the Ministry 
of Defence could not compro¬ 
mise its duty of care under the 
Health and Safety at Work Act. 

He said the exclusion also 
applied to using women for mine 
clearance diving (MCD) work. 

“In the specialised area of 
MCD there arc substantial med¬ 
ical risks to an unborn child - 
and hence the mother - caused 
by the very high pressures to 
which mine clearance divers arc 
subjected.” 

In the case of women who arc 
not pregnant there was also evi¬ 
dence of a risk during menstrua¬ 
tion. 

He said: “While the factors 
dictate that service in sub¬ 


marines and as mine clearance 
divers must currently remain 
dosed to women, in keeping 
with the Royal Navy’s determi 
nation that the widest possible 
employment opportunities 
should be available, tne position 
in both areas will be kept under 
review.” 

Aircraft repair 
agency debut 

THE DEFENCE Aviation 
Repair Agency (DARA) was 
being launched on April 7 by 
Under Secretary of State for 
Defence John Spellar. The 
agency will provide service 
and repair facilities for all 
Britain's military aircraft. 
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Options 


Thanks to Electronic Traction Control, Active Cornering Enhancement, Hill 
Descent Control and even more responsive engines, the New Discovery allows 
you to enjoy the freedom of the road, as well as the freedom off it. In addition 


to other benefits, its free from the taxman and therefore 
money. For more information visit www.rovergroup.com 
or telephone the Military Sales hotline on +44181 410 8427 


exceptional value for 


THE BEST 4x4xFAR 
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• Chef Paddy McCullagh 


THE ROYAL Naval Benevolent Trust needs £2.3 million 
to help safeguard the future of Britain's only residential 
home for elderly formes sailors and Royal Marines. 

Pembroke House in Gillingham, which is close to the former Royal 
Naval Dockyard at Chatham, needs a radical overhaul to be able to offer 
the level of care that local authorities and Service pensioners now expect. 

When the Trust began running the home 46 years ago, multiple-occu¬ 
pancy rooms were the norm, but almost all those who are seeking care 
nowadays want private rooms. 

In addition, changes in Government policy such as the introduction of 

Care m then Community, tightening local authority budgets and mote 


stringent criteria for homes which can register and apply for grants, have 

f >ut extra pressure on Pembroke House's finances and led to a significant 
all in the number of residents. 

The RNBT’s solution is to convert Pembroke House into a 52-bed 
facility with 44 single rooms and four doubles, all with en suite facilities, 
with nursing care and accommodation for females on offer for the first 
time in the home's history. 

The refurbishment will also include day rooms and dining rooms on 
each floor, tarn conservatories with balconies looting out ovei the gar¬ 
dens, and a large second floor day room with panoramic views over the 
River Medway. The Trust hopes to attract sponsorship to cover the major¬ 
ity of the expenditure and expects to complete the work by Spring 20(10. 


submarines 


H MS IRON Duke led the largest anti-submarine exercise in the 
Mediterranean this year and has become the first ever Type 23 frigate to 
take tactical command of nuclear-powered submarines. 

The ship was taking part in NATO Exercise Dogfish with nuclear and diesel electric sub¬ 
marines from Spain, Italy. Turkey. Greece and the USA and Standing Naval Force 
Mediterranean ships FGS Rheinland Pfalz. ITS Zcffiro and HNLMS Bloys Van Treslong. 


• DROPPING IN: Rapid roping on to the Iron Duke's flight deck. 


HMS Iron Duke was was also 
anti-submarine commander and 
helicopter controller, directing 
three warships, two submarines, 
two further surface units and co¬ 
ordinating four days of continuous 
cover from Maritime Patrol 
Aircraft. 


Extra staff from both 
Commander Submarines 

Mediterranean and the Fourth 
Frigate Squadron joined HMS 
Iron Duke for the intense exercise 
which tested the frigate’s sensors, 
command and control systems and 
Ship’s Company to the full. 


LUSTY 
CATERS 
FOR ALL 


HMS ILLUSTRIOUS played 
host to 14 Mayors and 
Mayoresses at a dinner to 
strengthen her affiliation with 
the Cinque Ports. 

Her Commanding Officer. 
(.ipi Mark Stanhope, wel come d 
the guests on board and. after din¬ 
ner. spoke of the importance of 
the links between the ship and the 
ports. 

In reply, the Speaker of the 
Confederation of the Cinque 
Ports. Cllr Robert Beecroft. 
thanked Capt Stanhope and 
Wardroom Mess President Cdr 
David Dickens, for their hospital- 
n\ and continued mutual support. 

J Chef Paddy McCullagh came 
up trumps when HMS Illustrious 
was asked for help in celebrating 
the silver anniversaiy 

Brocken hurst Infant School in 
Gosport. 

After many hours slaving awav 
in the galley he produced a superb 
cake and delivered it to the 
delighted children in person. 


• IN COMMAND: HMS Iron Duke and her Ship's Company 
during NATO Exercise Dogfish, the biggest anti-submarine 
exercise in the Mediterranean this vear. Picture hms iron Duke 


As well as taking command of 
almost every aspect of the exercise. 
Iron Duke was also called upon to 
carry out two emergency transfers 
of personnel from submarines tak¬ 
ing p.irl in .in m.tin days 

The first was a helicopter trans¬ 
fer of a compassionate case to 
Sicily for an onward flight home 
but the second was a casualty evac¬ 
uation which required a I(M)-mile 
dash to pick up a man whose 
injuries dictated that the transfer 
be made by sea boat. 

Iron Duke rendezvoused with 
the submarine at night and her 

medial ofllow climbed die con- 
ning to w ei into the Mhmerin e to 
prepare the casualty for transfer. 

As the helmsman held the ship 
steady alongside the vessel, the 
injured man was ferried across, 
sublimed m tin- aircraft hangar, 
and flown to the US naval base at 
Siconella in the ship\ Mk 8 I uiv 
Despite her busy operational 
schedule Iron Duke maue time for 
a run ashore at Bari and several 
sporting challenges. At football. 
Iron Duke beat a Spanish team 6- 
I and a grudge match between the 
POs and CPOs saw the Petty 
Office's win 4-0. 

Meanwhile. The Wardroom lost 
all their matches 2-0 but defeated 
all comers at a rowing competition 
held while the ship was at sea. 

J During Exercise Dogfish, 
HMS Iron Duke also enjoved a 
flying visit from Vice Admiral 
David Blackburn. Chief of Staff, 
COMNAVSOUTH. 


Charity needs £2.3 million 
to upgrade veterans’ home 


Iran Duke leads 


flotilla of NATO 


Prime Minister 
boards Navy’s 
newest ships 

PRIME MINISTER Tony Blair visited two of the Navy’s 
newest ships during a recent trip to Marconi Marine (YSL) 
Shipbuilders. 

His first stop was the fourteenth Type 23 frigate, FIMS Kent, 
which begins sea trials this month. HMS Kent is due to be accept¬ 
ed into Service in December and join the Fourth Frigate Squadron 
at Portsmouth. 

On board HMS Kent, Mr Blair met members of the Ship’s 
Company and was presented with three HMS Kent baseball caps 
for his children Ewan. Kathryn and Nikki which, the PM said, 
would make him extremely popular when he returned home from 
his official engagements. 

And before he left the shipyard, there was time for a visit to HMS 
Portland, which is due to launch in May. 

• TO CAP IT ALL: HMS Kent 's CMEM Andy Gatherer and CPOMEA 
Stan Bowes present the PM with baseball caps for his children . 



In brief 


First visit 

HMS PEMBROKE, the 
RN’s newest minehunter, 
has paid her first visit to 
Fcmrokcshire in Wdet 

Her CO. Lt Cdr Brian Mair, 
said: “It is a great honour for 
us to visit Pembrokeshire for 
the first time. We look forward 
to forming strong links with 
the local community and to 
sharing their ship with them.” 

Home Club 

THE RETIRING President 
of the Royal Sailors Home 
Club Management Committee 
was called upon to officially 
re-open the newly refurbished 
Portsmouth facility. 

Commodore J J Hart, the 
former Commodore of HMS 

Nelson, cid a ribbon to mark 

the completion of work in the 
foyer and Compass areas of 
the club. 

Royal event 

THE DUKE of Edinburgh 
will visit the Port of Portland 
to mark the 150th anniversary 
of the laying of the first break¬ 
water stone by Prince Albert 
in 1849. 

The visit, on July 14, takes 
place at the start of the six- 
week Portland Festival. 

St Dunstans 

ST DUNSTANS. the chari¬ 
ty which cares for men and 
women blinded in the service 
of their country, has been 
afforded a special favour by 
Her Majesty the Ouccn. 

They have been granted a 
charity day in the grounds of 
Frogmore House. Windsor 
Castle, on Wednesday May 5. 
For tickets, costing just £2.50. 
call 0171 7235021. 

HMS Beaver 

FIFTY MEMBERS of 
HMS Beaver's Ship’s 
Company paid a farewell visit 
to Bolton to present their affil¬ 
iated town with the ship's bat¬ 
tle honours. Beaver was 
decommissioned as part of the 
Strategic Defence Review. 

Acting offer 

THE RN Theatre 
Association is auditioning for 

a production at tins year’s 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 

The group plans to stage 
Lucy Ganon’s ‘Keeping Tom 
Nice* at this year's event, and 
is holding auditions for 
prospective cast members at 
HMS Sultan on Saturday 
April 24. For details, contact 
Lt C’dr Tim Finch on (11705 
724261. 

Cadet plea 

BOGNOR REGIS Sea 
Cadets need more instructors. 
For details, call Mr Batterson 
on 01243 863182. 

Salvage loot 

Crc* member* involved in the fol- 
kmtnp salvage operation' mho have not 
been paid should contact Mr* II Seaman. 
I !>S AFPAA Centurion. I)NPP( Ao)2C. 
(it.nice Rd. (kisport POI3 VXA 

MV F.bn Majid (Feb Kh) HMS 
Osprey. Fursalus, Fdmburch. Alacnt). 
Argonaut. Galatea and KM AS kinbrace. 
I-v limit) Jane |Scpt X7) RMAS 
f aithful MV Atlas (Mar *V> HMS 
Hcrmtonc. fcavtcrn Falcon (Mar XV) 
RMAS Scat)ham and C apable MV 
Drastcrious (iun XV) HMS Hcrmtonc 
and KIAOIna M l Fair Play <Ocl XV) 
HMSSobcrion Yacht Sprint (Jut V0) 
HMS Ark Roval MV Mercs Iforana 
(Mar V|) HMS Brilliant Our Holly 
Anne (Mar VI) HMS Shetland. World 
Hitachi Zoscn (Apr V2) HMS 
(‘amphclomn and KFA Gold Rover. 
Cruis* ship Furopa and MV Inchon 
Cilorv (Apr V2) HMS Ptacoci Tanker 
Seasiar (Apr 92) HMS Plover. PAO 
Pride of Winchester (Auc V2) RMAS 
Hustler and Plmcrful. MV Oamca (irecn 

(May v.M RMASSbImmm Md QdSo, 
hek* ere* IIMNGanncl. Ohtng Team 
and Salt arc Officers Avon (JulV3) 
RMAS KollR-kcr. hmcrful. Bustler and 
Pik»t Boat UUU3. Riser Brcc/c (Sep V5) 
RMAS Capable and Scalvham. HMS 
trumpeter and Gibraltar (Xclcnvc Fire 
Service. 
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HELLO GIRLS. 


We're back! 



PS CHATHAM 

NAVY DAYS 


29th - 31st May 1999 



T*£ HISTORIC DOCKYARD 
CHATHAM KENT 
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THIS PLAQUE to mark the 
50th anniversary of the lib¬ 
eration of the Netherlands 
and its dependencies pre¬ 
sented a problem tor No. 3 
Area, 

ft is s am from the peo¬ 
ple of the Netherlands to 
each RNA Area - but No. 3 
Area had no premises In 
which to display It. 

Word reached the Senior 
Rates Mess of HMS Nelson 
which offered to house It. 

Our picture shows the 
handing-over ceremony at 
Nelson, involving (Kr) Area 
committee member Alan 
Knapton, CPO Paula Price 
(mess manager). WQ Andy 


deputy National Council 


Around the Branches 


Arbroath 

A plaque in memory of the tale 
chairman of the National Council, 
Shipmate Joe Riley, was presented 
to Erskine Hospital near Glasgow, 
with a £1.000 cheque. The money 
came out of local Association 
funds, boosted by the sale of the 
Condor Chronicfcs, charting the 
history of HMS Condor. 

Joe represented the Scott ish 
Area on trie National Council. 

Wallasey 

Forty-nine shipmates visited 
their twinned branch at Nijmegen 
m the Netherlands, and attended a 
social at which there were 3.1 KM 
members of the Dutch Association. 

They also visited a World War fl 


museum, Arnhem Bridge, took a 
cruise tkjwn the Rhine and attend¬ 
ed a party for Utt children. 

Blackpool & Fylde 

Chairman of Blackpool and 
Fylde branch, Shipmate Ken Long 
and his wife. Valeric, were guests at 
the 13th annual reunion of the 
HMS Penelope Association at 
Blackpool During the evening 
£425 was donated to charities. 

Enfield 

The Mayor and Mayoress of 
Enfield, Cllrs and Mrs Stanley 
Carter, were guests of honour at 
the branch's annual dinner dance 
attended by' over KM shipmates 
and wives, Cllr Carter, an Arctic 


convoys veteran, presented the 
branch’s Shipmate of the Year 
award to the vice chairman. Jack 
Carter, Shipmate Gladys 
Armstrong was elected Associate 
of the Year. 

Perth & District 

The branch has recommissioned 
after being defunct for 20 years. It 
was re-started with 30 members 
thanks to Rosyth & West Fife 
member. Shipmate Duncan 
Simpson. He found the old Perth 
standard in an attic and calculated 
correctly that if he advertised the 
fact ho would get a response 

He now hopes to get another 
branch siancd in Inverness, and he 
can be contacted on 0131 332 2871. 


Naval Ouirks -mape it difficult 

^ I TO DETERMINE 

WHETHER IT WAS 
COMING OR GOING.. 

/ 


THE CANNV DESIGN OF 
THE "2^ CLASS” SLOOP 
WITH ITS STRAIGHT 
STEM AND STERN, 
DUMMY BRIDGE AND 


A BIT LIKE SOME 
OF THE ADMIRALS 

of the time/ 


YORK branch public relations officer Shipmate Bernard Hallas has been chosen 
as one of the faces of the RNA for the Association s current recruiting drive. 


The picture of Bernard, 
whose bcmedalted figure was 
snapped by his local paper dur¬ 
ing a remembrance parade at 


York cenotaph, was chosen as 
one of those to appear on the 
Association's new recruiting 
poster, 

H was wen as a vivid image of 
the RNA’s commitment to remem¬ 
ber the fallen - and to remind the 
Royal Marines that they are as 

much a part of the Association as 
anyone. 

Spin-off publicity included a TV 
feature on Bernard, bis remarkable 
wartime record, and his work for 
the RNA in York. The item was 
used by both Tyne Tees and 
Yorkshire Television, 

Further high-profile coverage 
came on the same day when No, 11 
Area PRO - Shipmate Brian 


Joweti of Hcadinglcy branch - fea¬ 
tured twice on Radio Leeds, 

The station ran a feature on the 
city’s links with HMS Ark Royal, 
and a call to Leeds RN Careers 
Office found Area chairman. CPO 
John Utley - who served on board 
the carrier - ready to grasp an 
opportunity to promote the RNA, 
Yet more broadcast coverage 
was secured that day when 
Yorkshire lei e vision con finned 
that they would give the 
Association eight free commercial 
slots as part of their community 
service announcements. It was the 
second YTV coup in recent years 
by the Area’s president. David 
Dennis, and secretary, Mike 
Cooper. 


Bernard's face 


Death of 
10 Area 
stalwart 

SHIPMATE Tom Gallagher, who 
made his mark as a stalwart of the 
RNA, has died aged 74, 

Tom. a life vice president of the 
Association, was National Council 
member for No. It) Area from 
1985-95, 

During his time as chairman of 
the RNA Social and Ceremonials 
Committee he was instrumental in 
moving the biennial National 
Reunion out of London and into 
the provinces where it is now run 
in conjunction with Conference. 

In 1974 he founded Irlam and 
Cadishead branch which disband¬ 
ed last year. He served in World 
War II, mainly in HMS Norfolk. 


• Shipmate Bernard Haitas ~ in the York Evening Press picture 
that hit the spot 


RECRUITING POSTER ‘STAR’ ON TV 


1 r 000 members 


set to launch 
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PICTURE PUZZLE 


THE BIENNIAL competition to 
.select 4 standard bearer for No. 3 
Area takes place on April 25 at the 
Drill Shed. HMS Excellent. 
Portsmouth. Details from 
Shipmate Fred Flood (01243 
603186). 

THE Commander of Devonport 
Naval Base and president of 
Plymouth branch, Commodore 
Jonathan Reeve, presented 
cheques on behalf of the 
branch to Alexandra House, 
the Joint Services Hosanna 
House Group, TS Golden Hind, 
TS Manadon and I he Cavitron 
Fund. 

PADDOCK Wood branch has 
awarded life membership to 
Shipmates T. Whitcher, formerly 
of HMS Manchester, and A. Fry. 
branch secretary and former Royal 
Marine. 

SHIPMATE Dave Baker, public 
relations officer of Winston & 
District branch, raised £765 for 
the annual Poppy Appeal, 
while fellow member. Shipmate 
BUI Wen lock, raised £639 

REDRUTH and Camborne 
branch held rhdr annual dinner 
dance at which one of the most 
desirable raffle prizes, a cut-glass 
decanter, was won by Shipmate 
Mick Evans. 

MEMBERS of South Bristol 
branch visited the Type 23 
frigate HMS Somerset when 
she called on the city. Also, to 
celebrate the branch‘s 100th 
meeting, an American supper 
was held at the RNR establish¬ 
ment HMS Flying Fox, 


ailing club 


BATTERSEA branch's dub 
has closed its doors for the last 
time, and has ceased to trade 
as a club, 

“The arim reaper, declining 
membership and good old-fash¬ 
ioned apathy have made the dub 
no longer financially viable/’ said 
branch secretary. Shipmate J. D. 
Best. 

“Battersea branch members 
would like to thank all those 
branches who have visited the club 
over the years and thereby helped 
to extend its life over and above 
what it would normally have 
been.” 

Communications for the branch 
should now be addressed to 
Shipmate Best at 139 Tottcrdown 
Street, Tooting. London SWI7 
8TE (tel 0181 7670514). 

Fire-hit Bristol 
in new home 

THOUGH devastated by the fire 
which hit i heir club premises, 
Bristol branch have bounced back, 
and mm- have a new home. 

They now meet at the RAFA 
Club in East field, Bristol, on the 
third Monday of each month - and 
have a new president. Shipmate 
Ron Trcmlett. the first from (he 
lower deck to hold the office. 

Rc»n has been a branch member 
for 45 years after serving with the 
Fleet Air Arm. He is a life vice 
president of Ihe RNA and of No. 4 
Area, having held several branch 
and Area offices, including that of 
Area president. 

The branch’s new vice president 
is Shipmate Ken Ruddick, a D- 
Day veteran. 

Branch membership secretary. 
Shipmate Brian Davcy, is being 
awarded the Gold Badge of the 
RNLI in recognition of tong and 
devoted service to the Institution, 


branch 


with 


THE Royal Naval Association has reached a mile¬ 
stone with the inauguration of Its 500th branch. 


The honour of fulfilling the 
Association’s target - set to be 
achieved by the Millennium - 
went to Driffield branch, 
Yorkshire, 

To mark the historic occasion, 
250 shipmates from throughout the 
north-east region attended the 
event. 

The new branch was 
launched by the Chairman 
of the National Council, 
Shipmate Fred Chambers, in 
the presence of the Mayor of 
Driffield, and the president 
of No. 11 Area, Shipmate 
David Dennis. 

Already the branch Ls 41-strong 
- but the size of the celebration 
came as a surprise to all of them. 
“A dream come true” was how the 
event was described by the newly 


recruited branch chaplain, the Rev 
Stephen Bales. 

Founder member and branch 
welfare and public relations offi¬ 
cer, Shipmate John Boyes, said: 
“The town has always had strong 
ties with the Navy from its days 
when it adopted HMS Crocus dur¬ 
ing Ihe war. 

Crocus, a Mower-class corvette, 
served throughout World War II 
from FJ4tJ and fought in the Battle 
of the Atlantic, 

All five branch founders are also 
members of Bridlington branch, 12 
miles distant. With John Boyes, 
they are Shipmates Stuart Thorn 
(president), Don Braithwaite 
(chairman), Fred Robson (secre¬ 
tary) and Albert Edington (trea¬ 
surer). 

“I’m also the standard hearer for 
the time being," said Shipmate 


• Driffield branch founder member Shipmate John Boyes , toasts 
the 500th inauguration in traditional style. He is flanked by the 
vice chairman of No. 11 Area , Shipmate Mick Farrington (left) and 
the chairman of York branch, Shipmate Stan Hudson l 


Boyes. “The trouble is, we haven’t 
got a standard yet - that will cost 
about £400.” 

The branch h now exploring 
ways in which to raise Ihe money, 
“In the meantime, donations will 
be very welcome," said Shipmate 
Boyes. 


Actor# Prospect Photo Agency 

... but it's 
curtains for 
Battersea's 


OUR 

lure prizewinner is Mr Alan 
Cobb of Bath, who correctly 
Identified the ship as HMS 
London. 

Built In 1927-29 as a County- 
class cruiser with three fun¬ 
nels, London underwent a radi¬ 
cal reconstruction In 1939-41. 
emerging with two funnels. 

It is in that configuration that 
she is best remembered by her 
wartime and post-war sailors. 
She was scrapped In 1950. 

Mr Cobb receives our prize of 
£30. 

Another £30 prize is offered 
for a correct answer to this 
month's mystery: 

What links this vessel with 
one of Britain's most famous 
battleships, and a Leander- 
ciass cruiser of the 1960s and 
1970s? 


Address 


My answer 


MYSTERY PICTURE 50 


DEBT PROBLEMS? 

Are your outgoings more than your income? 

Are your creditors threatening you with : 


6 Court summons 
6 Bankruptcy 
G Bailiffs 

6 Attachment of earnings 


& Default notices 
6 Debt collectors 
d Utility disconnection 
& Solicitors 


If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact 
us now. 

We will GUARANTEE to help you without 
the need to borrow more money. 

Telephone 01329 515532 for a EREE and 
CONFIDENTIAL consultation. 

WELLBEING SERVICES 


in it Miti ihrtum mm nn aj* wuioiu^ 






FORCES AND 
EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 

DO YOU SUFFER FROM: 
WOUNDS, DISEASES, NOISE DEAFNESS, 
INJURIES OR ANY OTHER CONDITIONS AS 
A RESULT OF YOUR SERVICE? 

IF SO YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO 

COMPENSATION 

TO FIND OUT IF YOU QUALIFY. CONTACT: 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LIMITED 

TEL: 0500 222 022 (FREEPHONE) 

MARSH HOUSE 
92a MARSHLAND ROAD 
MOORENDS 
DONCASTER 
DN84SZ 

ESTABLISHED 1988 


Driffield 


In Brief 


RNA reaches 500th 
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Helping Hands 



Fortune 
favours 
the Brave 

RAFFLE winners have been 
making the most of their good 
fortune in HMS Brave. 

A day on hoard the frigate was 
top prize in a raffle held for the St 
Luke's Hospice Thanks a Million 
campaign, won by RAF sergeant 
Julie Barrow. 

Commanding Officer Cdr Gary 
Pettitt invited Julie, her parents and 
her friend to lunch - but the tables 
were turned in another raffle, which 
raised £470 for the hospice. 

Winner OM Andrew Spoore’s 
prize was to assume command for 
a day en route to Gibraltar. He 
enjoyed use of the captain's cabin 
and was waited on by his personal 
steward - Cdr Pettitt. 

Submariners 
cycle to Dubai 

CYCLING 5.450 miles to Dubai 
was the challenge taken up by the 
ship's company of HMS Turbulent 
to raise money for the Warrington 
i Icwpifl c Mom’s Wud 

Organiser PO Scott Hill 
arranged for relays of submariners 
to complete the distance, on an 
exercise bike, just before arrival at 
the Gulf port, and the event is like¬ 
ly to have raised more than £1,000. 

Cycling began on Turbulent \ 
departure from Dcvonport in 
January, and an average of 160 
miles was completed each day. 
with individuals covering 25 miles. 

Two-way help 

SSAFA FORCES Help has provid¬ 
ed three people with new cars - 
and also picked up a healthy 
cheque itself. 

The three VW Golfs were top 
prizes in the Service charity s 
draw, with charity worker 
Elizabeth Smart being the winner. 

Natocars of Bridgwater Ukd 
VW co-sponsored the draw. 

Meanwhile Marks and Spencer 
has made its annual donation to 
the charity to be used for we I tare 
cases, their latest £10,000 taking 
the total since 1943 to £82,660. 

Lucrative path 

THE LORD Bishop of Truro, the 
Rt Rev Bill Ind, and Commodore 
Tony Hogg. Commanding Officer 
of RNAS Culdrose, were among 
those who took part in a fund-rais¬ 
ing cycling and rowing event at the 
air station’s sports centre 

Participants covered 500 miles, 
the length of the South West 
Coastal Path, to aid the Bishop’s 
Eorum Activity Centre for disad¬ 
vantaged children and those with 
he lias loural difficulties 

Legion runner 

JOHN Brennan hopes to collect 
£1,500 for the Royal British 
Legion's Maurice House refur¬ 
bishment project by running in the 
Ixindon Marathon on April 18. 

The HMS Collingwood petty 
officei w el co m e! do nati o ns, and 
can be contacted on 01329 332312. 



Grimsby party 
collects cash 
on the bridge 

A NAVAL party took their own bridge 
tolls to raise monev for a disabled 
children's centre in Southampton. 

The ship's company of HMS 
Grimsby collected for the Rose Road 
Children’s Appeal on the Itchen toll 
bridge, raising £700 in the first hour 
and £1,200 in total for the forenoon. 

The day-long city-wide collection, 
headed by Rose Road mascot Matty 
Mole in a 1928 Model A’ Ford Phaeton 
open tourer, raised £7,000 towards a 
new centre for profoundly disabled 
children which will include a school, 
respite facilities and meeting rooms. 

HMS Grimsby, the third of the Batch 
2 Sandown-class minehunters, is fit¬ 
ting out at the Vosper Thornycroft 
yard at Woolston, Southampton. 

• Bridge party - pictured with Matty 
Mole in the Model A Ford are (from 
left) Lt Andy Willis, WOM1(C) Emma 
Crawley, LRO Taft Glover, WOM1(C) 
Zoe Hodgson, Lt Cdr Tim Lewis, 
CPOMEA At Macey, CPOWEA Sid 
Sidebotham, PO(D) Mac McKeever. 



Trust helps disabled boy get around his home 


Dylan goes 
independent 


A YOUNG boy has been given 
a little independence thanks to 
the RN Benevolent Trust 
Five-year-old Dylan Scott, a sur¬ 
viving twin who suffers from cere¬ 
bral palsy, walks using a Rotator 
frame and leg splints, and found it 
difficult to get through the door¬ 
ways of his Portsmouth home. 

Dylan’s occupational therapist 
suggested Daniel’s parents. Simon 
and Jo. should seek help from the 
local council, which approved a 
disabled facilities grant for house 
alterations, to include a stairlift, 
widening of doorways, raising floor 
levels, safety work and handrails. 

A contribution of £2,757 was 
required from the family - which is 
where the RNBT stepped in. 

Simon, currently serving in 
HMS Illustrious, applied for finan¬ 
cial assistance, and the Trust was 
able to grant the cash to allow the 


building work to begin. 

The new stairlift allows him to 
pop upstairs to retrieve a favourite 
toy on his own, and he can now get 
out into the garden on his own, 
instead of waiting to be carried. 

Dylan, who is in his first year at 
infant school, is delighted with his 
new independence. 

The RNBT helps serving or ex¬ 


serving ratings in the Royal Navy 
or other ranks in the Royal 
Marines, and their dependants. 

Cases of need include financial 
giants that cover a wide range ol 
individual requirements, including 
children's education and care, dis¬ 
ability and mobility aids, training 
courses for second careers, med¬ 
ical and dental treatment. 


Support for sport 


GRANTS made by the 
RN and RM Sports 
Control Board last year 
totalled £213,742- lust 
over £2,400 less than 
1997 when income 
from the Voluntary 
Sports Sub-scription 
scheme was greater by 
almost £12,000. 

Last year's income 
from the scheme 
stands at £84,476, and 
since it was started in 
1980 has continued to 
provide a valuable 
addition to the public 
funds available to 
support Naval sport. 

commanding offi¬ 
cers are being asked 
by the Naval Sport 


Directorate to contin¬ 
ue their efforts to 
encourage 50p month¬ 
ly contributions from 
individuals' pay. Of 
those eligible to take 
part in the scheme, 59 
per cent do not do so. 

Last year, the 
Control Board's grants 
to nine ships totalled 
£10,500, Command 
areas got almost 
£40,000, RN and RM 
sports associations 
were granted £142,800 
and 19 individuals 
received a total of over 
£ 10 , 000 . 

Full details appear 
in RN Defence Council 
Instructions 30/99. 


Sister runs the Rock 
in memory of brother 


THE SISTER of a senior rating who 
died while serving in HMS London 
has run the Rock of Gibraltar in his 
memory. 

CPO Keith Summcrhaycs was 27 when 
he died on shore leave in November 1997. 

Now his sister. Mrs Elaine Bayliss. and 
brother-in-law Brian have pounded the 
steep slopes of the Rock to raise funds for 
a new incubator in the Special C are Bab\ 
Unit at Burton-on-Trent hospital, where 
Mrs Bayliss is a midwife. 

The couple chose ( iibraltai as it vs as one 
of Keith’s favourite runs ashore, but it did 
not prove quite so pleasant for them on the 
gruelling 2.7 mile course. 

Mrs Basliss clocked up a creditable time 
of 31m 5(K, and her husband followed up 


in 33m 10s. 

As a result the pair raised nearly £1.000 
towards their target, but will continue to 
collect cash back home in the UK. 

Hooters on parade 

MEMBERS of the Petty Officers’ leader¬ 
ship course 2379 at HMS Excellent pro¬ 
vided a novel form of salute on their pass¬ 
ing out parade - they marched past the 
dais and squeaked their red noses. 

The special parade was held on Red 
Nose Day itself, and apart from the funds 
from buying the noses, the lb course mem¬ 
bers pooled the monev they would hive 
spent on socialising and donated it - £262 
for research into aplastic anaemia. 


In Brief 


NAVY runner Lt Cdr Trevor 
Grace hopes to complete 
his third London marathon - 
and help charities as well. 

Trevor, of the Defence 
Communication Service 
Agency, seeks sponsors for 
his run in aid of the 
International Spinal Research 
Trust, St Patrick’s School, 
Leafy Lane Playing Fields 
Project, and Mansion House 
Playgroup, all of Corsham. 

Contact Trevor on 01225 
814797. 


THE CONGREGATION of 
the Church of St George with 
st Gabriel at iims 
Collingwood gave £1.683 to 
various charities during 1998. 


FORMER engine room artifi¬ 
cer Tony Cook has been 
rewarded for 40 years vol¬ 
untary service with the 
RNBT. Trust president Rear 
Admiral Tony Norman said: 
"Tony thoroughly deserves 
recognition for his long¬ 
standing and continuous 
efforts in helping others.’’ 


THE Baby and Toddler Group 
at HMS brvad received £600 
from the Plotting and Radar 
Instructor's Association - tak¬ 
ing the association's donations 
to over 130.000 in 20 years. 


WHILE their ship has been 
in refit the Chiefs' Mess of 
HMS Campbeltown has 
raised funds for Heartswell. 

Eight men gathered £320 
in the Endurance Challenge 
at CTCRM, Lympstone - 
and the mess followed up 
with a beard-growing com¬ 
petition, which raised £80. 


LT CDR John Greene will be 
cycling from Lands End to 
John o’Groats in May. 

John, who works for DNSC 
in Portsmouth, is raising 
money for The Pilgrimage 
Trust - HCPT(RN) and The 
Foundation for Children with 
Leukaemia. Potential sponsors 
can ring him on 01705 727643. 


SIX Royal Marines from Y 
Troop, HQ and Signals 
Squadron are aiming to 
cycle from John o’Groats to 
Lands End in April in aid of 
the NSPCC and CLIC. 

Sponsors can contact Sgt 
Darren Cox on 9375 36513. 


AN ATTEMPT to pull HMS 
Lancaster into dock at 
Dcvonport failed when Simon 
Ford’s harness restricted his 
breathing after the ship moved 
eight metres. 

Simon raised about £2,000. 
for charity but hopes to tr> 
again in the summer, possibly 
with HMS Cornwall. 



For only £10.50 (£12.50 surface mail outside the UK) you can buy a twelve month subscription to Navy News 
"Ship of the Month'. This will deliver to your door a black and white postcard sized picture every month. 
The featured Ship for April is HMS Cottesmore, a Hunt Class Mine Countermeasures Vessel. 

To keep your collection in perfect condition, £4.50 (inc P+P) will buy a beautiful Navy News Collectors Album. 
With eighteen pages you will have plenty of space to display your postcards and to attach any notes you might 
want to make. 

Pictures can also be bought individually at a cost of 65p each (min. order £1.95) inc. P+P and there are over 500 
to choose from in our free list. 

Buy your subscription and album now and we will send you , absolutely free, a set of 
twelve assorted black and white postcards to get your collection started . 

1 ■WR " ^—■“““——— ■' " ■ ——“■■ 1 *v 

To: The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, POI 3HH 

Yes please! Add me to your Ship of the Month’ subscription list now. I enclose a cheque for £ . 

Name: . . Telephone No.: . 

Address: . 

. Postcode: . 

Cheques payable to Navy News, payment by Credit Card/Swttch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon of page 4 
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Display marks 
Phot Branch's 
anniversary 









N AVY Photographers 
are marking their 
Branchs 80th 
anniversary with a major 
exhibition at the Fleet Air 
Arm Museum. 

The display entitled ‘ITuough 
A Lens’ includes over 100 of the 
most outstanding pictures taken 
in recent years ana gives a fasci¬ 
nating insight into the Branch’s 
history. 

Also on display are British, 
American and German recon¬ 
naissance cameras, some of 
which have never been seen in 
public before. 


‘Through A 
Lens' 

March 1 si to 
Sept 30th 


The Photographic Branch was 
formed in December 1919 when 
11 volunteers were trained at the 
gunnery school at HMS 
Excellent, where their duties 
included spotting the fall of shot 
as well as photography. 



They graduated from the 
course as Photographers (2nd 
Class) and some went to sea in 
the battleship HMS Queen 
I h/abeth and in the 
Mediterranean gunnery trials 
vessel Snapdragon. 

Others stayed behind at 
Excellent to prepare a workshop 
and darkroom at the Tipner site 
which is still used by the Surface 
I - It it ilia Photographic Unit 
today. 

Early photographers were 
also trained in the use of aircraft 
cameras, equipment for triangu¬ 
lating and plotting hits during 
naval gunfire, and in the use of 
35mm cine cameras. 

In 1920 the rate of 
Photographer (1st Class) was 
introduced and one of the first 
three to qualify in March 1921 
took over from the civilian 
instructor at Tipner and devel¬ 
oped the syllabus which forms 
the basis of Naval photographic 
training to this day. 





• BLUE SKIES: A Harrier pilot prepares for a mission over Iraq. Ptctun, pcxphot coin Burden 


During WWII the photogra¬ 
phy of Naval air operations 
assumed huge importance and, 
with the RAF, the science of 
photographic interpretation of 
target images was bom. 

By 1944 the Navy had its own 
reconnaissance squadron 
equipped with Hellcat fighters 
(888 NAS) and the unit pro¬ 
duced a photographic mosaic of 
the entire Malay Peninsular for 
its planned reconqucst in 1945. 

The squadron was embarked 
in HMS Indomitable and was 
responsible for all post strike 
target analysis carried out by the 


British Pacific Fleet in the last 
year of the War. 

After WWII the school 
moved to HMS Peregrine, the 
the RN air station at Ford which 
gave its name to the Branch s 
annual photographic competi¬ 
tion, and then moved again to 
RNAS Lossiemouth. 

Lossiemouth dosed in 1972 
when photographic training 
became a tri-Service venture at 
RAFCosford where it remains 
today, and the Navy’s 
Photographic Branch has now 
grown to include over 80 profes¬ 
sionals in the Fleet Air Arm. 


The exhibition, which is 
included in the museum’s usual 
entrance fee, was opened bv the 
CO of RNAS Yeovilton, 
Commodore Richard Clapp. 

He said: “This is a splendid 
example of the Photographic 
Branch’s work, taken in opera¬ 
tions all over the world including 
the Gulf, the Congo, Sierra 
Leone and Montserrat... 

“We arc blessed with an 
extremely high standard within 
the Branch and I’m sure that the 
p.ist masters who arc here today 
will find the work to their liking. 

□ News view: Page 20 


Grand reunion 
in November 

A GRAND reunion for past and present mem¬ 
bers of the Photographic Branch is being 
planned by ex-Phot Ian Wrightson. 

It will coincide with the AGM of the Ex-Naval 
Photographers Association on the weekend of 
November 20 and events will include a buffet, dance, 
and visits to photographic sections on ship and shore. 

Mr Wrightson said: “We want to get as many Phots 
to come as possible, and also we d like to see any¬ 
one who has worked with the branch over the years.’’ 

For more details, write to Mr Ian Wrightson, c/o 
Kingfisher Lodge, Brambridge, Eastleigh, Hants, or 
ring 01329 845413. 

• ON DISPLAY: Left: Round-the-clock refit by 
LA(PHOT) Dave Whittaker. Right: Royal Marines 
stand easy by LA (PHOT) Dave Coombs. Below: HMS 
iy by LA(PHOT) Adrian Hughes. 


Torbay by LA(PHOT) > 
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NAVY BLUE BASEBALL 
CAP WITH GREEN 
SUEDE PEAK 
£7.99«chUK 

£8.49 each Surface Mali Abroad 


NAVY SWEATSHIRTS 

Med/Lge/XLge 

£18.95 each UK 

£19.70 each surface mall abroad. 


ROYAL NAVY STATUETTES 
Bronze £68.00 each 

Hand Painted £96.00 each 

♦ 14 00 p*p UK. Please enquire for overseas prices. 


Calling all Navy 
News' Subscribers 

Did you know - 

that by quoting 
your unique 
subscriber 
number, 
you can get 
10% discount off 
any of 

Navy News’ own 
promotional Items 
advertised 
throughout the 
paper. 


CLUB 

Whke Ensigns on navy blue 
background, running diagonally 
In uniform rows, separated by 
red/whke/red stripes (Polyester). 


LEISURE 

Oucadlng White of 

differing proportions on navy 
blue background. (SUk Polyester). 


RN CROWN TIE 

Cascading gold colour crowns 
separated by a choke of either 
red/blue or green/blue diagonal 


ANCHOR & 
CROWN TIE 

Cascading gold colon 
L crowns on Navy background 
separated by red and gold 


TRADITIONAL TIE £12.25eachu K CLIP-ON TIE £13.25eachUK 


For Surface Mail Abroad add SOp 


FOR MORE DETAILS OF NAVY NEWS ITEMS PHONE 01705 733558 FOR A FREE COLOUR BROCHURE 




Precious 
Jeweller 


This elegant collection of brooches has been 
exclusively designed for Navy News by 
Sceptre Jewels of London. Each piece carrying 
a British hallmark. Either as a birthday or for 
an anniversary these elegant brooches will 
compliment that special occasion. 


This is a small range of some of our 
items of available jewellery. 

Please contact Navy News Offices for further details. 




To order any item on this page write to The Business Manager (JS4/99), Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH. 
Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque International Money Order 
in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank or for payment by Credit Card/Switch/Solo, UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. NB NOTE NOT ACTUAL SIZE 
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VAL JETS TO LEAVE YEOVILTON FOR COTTESMORE AND WITTERING 


Navy Days 
planned as 
Plymouth's 
biggest in 
decades 

OVER 20 major warships and 
three tattoo performances are 
expected to make this year’s 
Plymouth Navy Days event the 
biggest to be held there in 
decades. 

Planners anticipate that the 
threc-day spectacle over the 
August bank holiday weekend will 
eclipse even the 1997 show elm 
attendance rocketed to 55,000 - 
an increase of over 60 per cent on 
the previous Devonport event. 

The 1997 Navy Days was 
seen as a milestone which 
brought the show out of the 
doldrums, largely through 
improved marketing, and 
vessels being subject to 
more focused programming 
for attendance at the event. 

As well as British and foreign 
surface warships, the show which 
normally alternates every other 
year with Portsmouth - will 
include submarines and demon¬ 
strations of amphibious warfare. 

Foreign warships will also be 
there, and air displays are planned 
by the Fleet Air Arm and the 
FtAF’s Red Arrows aerobatic team 
on Saturday, August 28 

Each day there will be a para¬ 
chute display by the the Army’s 
Red Devils. 

The tattoos will be held at 
8-10pm on August 27-29. 
Navy Days themselves will 
run from August 28-30, 
9.30am to 6.00pm. 

Advanced tickets can be 
obtained for £7.50 (adults), £3.75 
(pensioners, students, disabled 
and children under 16) and - for a 
family of two adults and children 
under 16 - £15. They will be mfl- 
.ible Irom June 1 DOM Pl>mouth 
Inunst Information Centre (tel 
01752 266031, fax 01752 266033). 

Tickets bought on entry will be. 
respectively, £10,1' 

Tat uk> tickets - at £5 for adults 

and £ 2 50 for children, students, 
pensioners and the disabled will 
be sold on a first come, fust 
served basis, and can Ik* reserved 
from June 1 at the Tourist 
Information Centre. 

Parking is free for cars, coaches 
and motorcycles. 



JOIN FORCES 


AT RAF RASE 


AN HISTORIC step’ In the formation of a joint RN and RAF air fleet has been 
taken with the decision to combine the two Services' Harrier forces at RAF sta¬ 
tions in Leicestershire and Cambridgeshire. 


• Sea Harrier and RAF Harrier GR7s operating together during 
last year ’s Gulf crisis. It set the scene for Joint Force 2000. 


The new group, initially 
titled Joint Force 2000, will 
form in 2003 at R \\ 
Cottesmore, with a joint con¬ 
version unit 15 miles away at 
RAF Wittering. 

By April 1 next pear, the HO of 
a joint maritime group, encom¬ 
passing the Harrier force, will be 
set up under the command of the 
man steering the project’s imple¬ 
mentation team - Rear Admiral 
Iain Henderson, currently Flag 
Officer Naval Aviation. 

He will have two RAF air com¬ 
modores subordinate to him - one 
commanding the Harriers of 
ii *2000 and the othei heading 
search and rescue helicopters and 
the RAF’s Nimrod maritime patrol 
aircraft 

The radical move, fore¬ 
shadowed by last year's 
Strategic Defence Review, 
sets the two Services on 
course to establish a flexi¬ 
ble, powerful and highly 
capable air group of multi¬ 
role combat jets. 

They will be equally effective 
cither embarked in aircraft carriers 
or operating from bases at home or 
overseas, and will meet the needs 
of the Joint Rapid Reaction Force. 

With the transfer from RN air 
station Yeovilton of 28 Sea 
Harriers and over 500 Service per¬ 
sonnel, the air station’s 60-year his- 
KMj .ts a centre for the He 
Arm's fixed-wing combat aircraft 


will come to an end. 

It is regarded as impractical to 
concentrate up to three times as 
many Harriers there, w hew 
together Cottesmore and Wittering 
do have that capacity - and their 
pioximits to eta other will enable 


Joint Force 2000 
‘will bring to an 
end the history of 
inter-Service 
rivalry in Naval 
aviation’ 


them to be run as a single unit. 

But in announcing the plan. 
Defence Secretary George 

Robertson gave assurances about 
the future of Yeovilton. the FAA’s 
current nerve centre. 

It will, he said, continue its key 
role as a helicopter base. With the 
transfer of Navy helicopters due to 
the closure of RN air station 
Portland, a net increase of over 340 
personnel was envisaged at 
Yeovilton. 

It would be difficult, however, to 
predict whether there would be any 
need for redundancies among the 
300 civilian posts m the Somerset 
base. Trades unions would be con¬ 
sulted. and every effort would be 
made to find alternative employ¬ 


ment locally for those who might 
be made redundant. 

Describing the collocation deci¬ 
sion as an historic step towards a 
truly joint force, he MM the imtia 
live for the plan came from the 
revious First Sea Lord, Admiral 
ir Jock Slater, and the Chief of 
the Air Staff. 

M It will bring to an end the histo¬ 
ry of inter-Service rivalry in Naval 
aviation," said Mr Robertson. “By 
creating Joint Force 2000 in the 
w.i\ that we are, we will ensure that 
the Future Carrier Based Aircraft 
(FCBA) programme benefits from 
the early co-operation of the two 
Services producing a co-ordinated 
approach to the Future Carrier 
programme.” 

When the FCBA has 
replaced the last of the 
Harriers - expected to hap¬ 
pen by 2018 - the Navy and 
RAF joint force will be oper¬ 
ating a common aircraft, 
multi-role and supersonic, 
able to fly from bases 
ashore or operate from the 
new carriers which are due 
to enter service In 2012. 

At that stage four front-line 
squadrons of about 12 aircraft each 
would operate from .i single British 
base, with a joint conversion unit of 
about 18 aircraft. IWo squadrons, 
OBS mostly FAA and 0M MOSth 
RAF, would be teamed with each 
of the new carriers. 

Admiral Henderson said the 


new aircraft would have the punch 
and survivability to engage in the 
first wave of air operations in most 


There is need for 
‘a flexible, 
deployable, joint 
force with its 
eyes set firmly 
on the future’ 

weather conditions, day or night, 
from afloat or ashore. 

No decision has yet been made 
as to which aircraft, or develop¬ 
ment programme. Britain will 
choose. Top option remains the 
Joint Strike Fighter - either a 
I ockbeed or Boeing design with a 
Harrier-like short take-off and ver- 
ical landing capability. Other possi¬ 
bilities include a navalised 


Eurofightcr, or off-the-peg pur¬ 
chase of the French Dassault 
Rafale or the Boeing F/A-18E 
from America. 

“The FCBA will sigmfieantK 
upgrade Britain's maritime force 
projection capability aiul make a 
tremendous contribution to the 
rapid reaction force," said Admiral 
Henderson. 

The aircraft could take part in 
operations from a carrier, from a 
forward air base ashore, or could 
be flown from a carrier to a for¬ 
ward air base to operate from 
there. Meanwhile, the combined 
strengths of the Se.i Harriet RA2, 
mainly an air defence aircraft, and 
the Harrier GR7 ground attack air¬ 
craft, provided formidable air 
power. 

“In the short term, the Strategic 
Defence Review recognised the 
need for closer harmonisation 
between the existing Ha rriet forces 
to provide a flexible, deployable 
joint force with its eyes set firmly 
on the future." 

■ Separate identities - page 20 

- with a 


Ocean is checked out for Chinooks 


HARRIERS TO 



• HMS Ocean s first encounter with 
a Chinook helicopter and (above) 
three RNR officers who took charge 
of the ship and her flying operations 
during a recent flying exercise. 

They are (l-r) it Simon Turner, offi¬ 
cer of the watch; Lt Dave Constant, 
flight deck officer; and Lt Cdr Rob 
Sleeman In Flyco. 

The have a collective total of over 
60 years service in the Navy. U Cdr 
Sleeman, who flew with 846 and 815 
Squadrons, now flies Jumbo jets for 
Virgin Airlines. 

Lt Turner, who has been selected 
tor promotion to lieutenant comman¬ 
der, has been recalled to full-time 
service and will remain with Ocean 
until the end of May. 


little help from hen friends 


HELICOPTER assault ship 
MMS Ocean has completed 
first-of-class flying trials 
with a Chinook helicopter. 

Already cleared to operate 
Sea King, Lynx and Gazelle air¬ 
craft, she added the Chinook to 
the list after the transport heli¬ 


copter from Boscombe Down 
made 227 deck landings over 
four days. 

During that time, the lean- 
manned ship was augmented 
by civilian trials officers, Navy 
and RAF test pilots - and even 
a US Air Cavalry major. 


Ocean has now almost 
reached the end ol her trials 
programme, and is expected to 
be fully operational by July. 

She was having her staff sea 
check on April 6 and was due to 
conduct basic operational sea 
training by the end of the 
month. Immediately after, she 
will deploy with 40 Commando 
and aircraft from 845 and 847 
Naval Air Squadrons. 


SURVEY ship HMS Herald is 
undertaking work with Maltese 
government agencies to update 
navigational data around the capi¬ 
tal. Valletta 

During her four-month deploy¬ 
ment she will also make oceano¬ 
graphic and bathymetric studies in 
the eastern Mediterranean, col¬ 
lecting data from some areas that 
have not been surveyed for about 
140 years. 
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Can for papers 

Marine engineering challenges 
for the 21 st Century 

Hamburg. Germany. 14 -16 March 2000 

Forluither mformatam p tease contact 

.Laura Crane. Events CO'Ortiroator, The matrtute oflitemie Enproeefs 

Tne Wennma! fiutWmg TfUtefk Lane. London EC3R 7Jk 
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Malta task 
for Herald 
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Jaundiced eye 
of the Fleet 

I N THE bibliography to his Camera at Sea - The 
History of the Royal Naval Photographic Branch 
1919-1998 (Airlife £24.95) ex-CPO(PHOT) Neil 
Mercer cites “Navy News Ad Nauseurrf(sic). 

Elsewhere he complains: m Navy News has received many 
awards for its use of Branch-produced pictures; it would there¬ 
fore be appropriate for it to play a more prominent role in the 
matter of acknowledgement before its pictures are permanent¬ 
ly supplied by the gifted amateurs that grace their pages with 
some monotony.* 

Well, there speaks a somewhat confused and bitter man. If 
our amateur snappers are truly gifted, how is that their work 
can grace our pages with monotony? 

There are unfortunately many more contradictions in this 
book than there are in the sentence quoted, but hopefully his 
grievance is not shared by too many of his RNPB colleagues, 
some of whom, apparently, have also wounded him (The pro¬ 
ject was assembled without the authority, knowledge or help 
of particular elements. They know who they are."). 

Navy News’ awards list does indeed regularly feature their 
work, a record we have always been happy to acknowledge 
since the consistently high standard of RN photography goes 
a long way towards keeping the Navy in the public eye 
They receive their annual showcase in the Peregnne 
Trophy competition - to which Navy News duly accords a 
double-page feature and to which we supply our own trophy 
and cash prize for our own chosen Best Picture. 

Mercer accuses us of existing *in a niche market due to a 
captive audience and no outside competition". The truth is 
that we are sustained by a readership estimated at half a mil¬ 
lion worldwide, fully 40 per cent of which has no Naval con¬ 
nection whatsoever, and compete against a wide range of 
publications, both external and - increasingly - internal. 

He has a good point to make about the mass of historic 
material that has been destroyed over the years We have 
often deplored the scant attention paid to the nation's photo¬ 
graphic archive in general. Far too much of it is lying in store, 
poorly documented and, especially in the case of film, moul 
dering away. This is truly scandalous: it is a part of our her¬ 
itage which is as irreplaceable as anything in our art collec¬ 
tions. 

M ercer has produced a closely researched and. it goes 
without saying, well-illustrated history (though the bulk 
of the pictures span the period of his own career in a 
colour portfolio. 1985-98. Navy News’ own archive, dating 
back to 1954 and beyond, could have widened his scope con¬ 
siderably. had he asked to access it. and afforded more space 
to past practitioners in glorious black-and-white who deserve 
much more than they are given here). 

The RNPB celebrates its 80th anniversary this year. It was 
in October 1919 that Lt Humphrey Joel RNR was appointed 
the first Fleet Photographic Officer in the Royal Navy The RN 
School of Photography - one of the oldest in the world - 
opened the following year 

It was introduced specifically to record fall of shot in 
assessing the accuracy of gunnery and intelligence and tech¬ 
nical reports still take up the bulk of the Branch s time. It is 
only in recent years that its role in public relations has moved 
up in the scale of pnoritised tasks - and we feel it should rate 
higher still As the late Lord Fieldhouse famously remarked. 

PR is the Navy's first line of defence in peacetime 
The Navy's own photographers are best placed to provide 
that first line as Camera at Sea ably demonstrates. Its author 
would have done their cause even better service if he had 
viewed it with a less jaundiced eye. 


Navy in 
lead on 
peak 
assault 

A NAVY-LED attempt on the 
summit of one of the most dif¬ 
ficult peaks in the Himalayas is 
planned for the Millennium 
year. 

In JpriM next year the 14-man 
Joint Services team will assault the 
28.200ft high Kanechcniunga 
Mountain, only about 800ft lower 
than Everest and which was 
thought by mountaineer Sir fofaa 
Hunt to have been a more dill Milt 
climb 

In the lead will be Lt Cdr Steve 
Jackson, currently serving at the 
HO of C-in-C Fleet at Northwood. 
His team will include four other 
Naval members - Surgeon Cdr 
Andy Hughes from the Permanent 
Joint HQ at Northwood, Lt James 
Raitt RM and Sgt Andy Cole RM 
of the Commando Training Centre, 
1 \mpstonc, and Sgt Dave Pfcarcc 
RM of the Commando Logistic 
Regiment. 

They arc getting advice from the 
first two climbers to scale the peak 
in 1955 - George Band, president 
of the British Mountaineering 
( boncM* and Tony Streatlu r 

Lt Cdr Jackson said: “We’re tak¬ 
ing the route they did. and they've 
been giving us a lot of help. 
Kungchcniunga is an extremely dif¬ 
ficult peak with huge amounts of 
snow. There have only been about 
100 ascents over the last 45 years, 
and the success rate is 50-50 - but 
we hope to shorten those odds 
througn hard training." 

Training is taking place this year 
and next in Scotland, North wales 
and Switzerland. 

A 13-strong reserve team has 
been formed, and a junior team of 
12 will be introduced to Himalayan 
climbing by ascending the 22,862ft 
Ram tang peak as part of the expe¬ 
dition. They will be led by Army 
engineer Andy Edington * host- 
deputy will be Lt Cdr Neil Hicking 
on the staff of C-in-C Fleet. 

The team’s mentor will be the 
current Commander British Forces 
Falkland Islands, Brigadier David 
Nicholls RM. Other Naval mem¬ 
bers will be Lt John Craig of H\1S 
Bridport, Lt David Goldsmith of 
Britannia Royal Naval College 
Dartmouth and CpI Lee Johnson of 
nm.null > 

□ This summer a ski moun¬ 
taineering expedition is being 
planned to the Garhwal-Himalaya 
ranee in India Details of both 
expeditions appear in Joint Service 
DCIs 4/99 and 7/99. 


Joint forces to 

retain separate 


stren gths 

N AVAL planners are emphasising that the forma¬ 
tion of Joint Force 2000 will not mean the end 
of the Fleet Air Arm. 


4t Joint will not mean the loss 
of single-Service identity, since 
the very strength of each 
Service must be maintained,** 
said Rear Admiral Iain 
Henderson at the announce¬ 
ment of the JF2000 plan. 
“Their unique ethos, expertise 
and aspirations are some of 
those key strengths.*' 

Admiral Henderson, who spent 
two \c;irs on attachment to the 
RAF as a tighter pilot in the 197iK. 
gave an assurance that the Navy 
and RAF would remain in full 
command of their own Services - 
and in particular would still be 
responsible tor their own person- 
nel in JF2000. including career 
management. 

“One has to remember that the 
Fleet Air Arm is expert at operat¬ 
ing from sea. and the RAF from 
shore," he said. “The sea is not 
going to get any calmer by 2018, 
and therefore it will still require 
those experts to be specifically tied 
to embarked ops, and I envisage 
the Navy will still be in dark uni¬ 
forms flying fixed-wing aero¬ 
planes." 

The Sea Harrier communi¬ 
ty was "tickled pink” by the 
initiative and relished the 
prospect of getting involved 
in JF2000 and moving to 
Cottesmore. 

Lt Nick “Speedy" Weightman. 
Air Warfare Instructor for 800 Sqn 
currently with HMSInvincMe m 
the Gulf, said: “Ycovilton is a nice 
rt of the world, and has always 
en the hone to the f leet Air 
Arm and Naval fixed-wing avia¬ 
tion, so in that respect it’s sad that 
it’s moving. 

“But we are pretty upbeat. We 
have got to go forward, and the 
cross-polling of Royal Navy and 
RAF pilots is vital if we arc going 
to go on in JF20U0." 


Defence Secretary George 
Robertson said that the indications 
were that some of the Service peo¬ 
ple involved - especially pilots - 
who may have been considering 
leaving, were attracted by the new 
concept of working together. “It's 
given them a sense of stability," he 
said, “an idea for the future, and 
that in itself will mean retention by 
adding a bit of excitement to their 
prospects." 

Admiral Henderson said what 
the term ’joint’ was going to bring 
was an enhancement of opera¬ 
tional c ap abi li ty, plus a single 
home base and joint training - not 
just for aircrew, but for engineers. 

“We will develop common pro¬ 
cedures and set common stan¬ 
dards. On the engineering side we 
will aim to merge the trade struc¬ 
tures as far as possible and look to 
providing a common support sys¬ 
tem." 

Terms and conditions would also 
be harmonised. “The RAF people 
involved will come into it witn their 
eyes open and understand that 
they won’t be home based all the 
time. 

“They will expect to be deployed 
in carriers, and I certainly wish to 
ensure that the Navy helps them to 
become embroiled in sea-going. 


UNITED 

FRONT 

LINERS 


THE SQUADRONS and 
their strengths 

involved in JF2000 
are: 

800 NAS with 7 oper¬ 
ational Sea Harrier 
FA2s. 

801 NAS with 7 oper¬ 
ational FA2s. 

Reserve aircraft - 4 
FA2s. 

899 NAS with 7 
FA2s, 4 T8 trainers and 
3 aircraft In reserve. 

1 Sqn RAF with 16 
operational Harrier 
GR7s, 1 T10 trainer. 

2 Sqn RAF with 16 
operational GR7s, 1 
T10. 

16 Sqn RAF with 16 
operational GR7s, 1 
T10. 

20(R) Sqn RAF with 
10GR7S, 7T10s. 


The implementation team which 
he headed had a huge amount of 
work to do on integration. “If it 
doesn't work properly the concept 
cannot work. And I am very confi¬ 
dent that everything is being tack¬ 
led down to the last shred." 


Female and ethnic recruits 
on the increase 

RECRUITMENT for the Navy rose by six per cent last year - but 
numbers leaving increased at the same rate. The serving strength 
as of January 1 was 43,747 - compared with 63,214 on April 1, 
1990. 

in the past year, the number of recruits Horn (he ethnic minorities has nearty doubled, from 
0 8 to 1 6 per cent 

Entry numbers of female recruits have also increased There are 3.321 women in the 
Service compared to 3.232 a year ago and the proportion has risen from 6 to 7 per cent since 
1990 

Speaking on International Womens Day last month. Armed Forces Minister Doug 
Henderson welcomed the latest figures 

Thrs is a positive affirmation of our pofcoes Women are reaching the most senior ranks - 
including Navy Captains and Commodores The Services only promote the brightest and best 
regardto&s ot gender and very tew organisations can boast the recruitment of women to one M 
every five management posts ’ 
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Mike Gray with 
the Royal Navy Task 
Group in the Gulf 


T HERE were no cruise 
missiles raining down on 
Baghdad, and the Sea 
Harriers were nominally riding 
shotgun for reconnaissance 
flights over Southern Iraq. 

The Iraqi Navy, shattered dur¬ 
ing the Gulf War, amounts to a 
couple of gunboats - though 
potentially still dangerous. 

And the press were nowhere to be 
seen; Operations Bolton and 
Southern Watch did not merit more 
than the occasional cursoiy mention, 
or a brief visit by UK media. 

But HM ships Invincible. Cumberland 
and Newcastle, as well as RFAs fort 
Austin and Bramhlclcaf, were still on the 
alert for anything which might threaten 
themselves or the stability of the region. 

The ships st.i\cd out ot bad missile 
range when in the northern Gulf, wnh 
Newcastle's air defence umbrella adding 
an extra envelope of protection. 

But the Gulf is a busy water*u>. littered 
with oil platforms, ships and dhows, and 
any attack on an Allied warship - even if it 
caused only minor damage from a hand¬ 
held weapon - would he a major public 
relations coup for Saddam Hussein. 

i he Navy's pfiota wen at p wl wt risk, 
with the Iraqi leader offering a bounty for 
any downed Allied aircraft. 

“ Hus IS measurably different to last 
year, because Saddam nas said he is going 
to violate the No Fly Zone, and he has 
said Ik wants a coalition pilot.” said Lt 
Nick Wcightman, Air Warfare Instructor 
with 800 Squadron. 

“The tempo of operations now is closer 
to the 1992 Gulf War than it has ever been.” 

Invincible is known to the other Tksk 
Group ships as the Deathstar, a brooding 
presence which sucks everything in, but it 
is a joke which the carrier herself shares - 
programmes on her closed circuit TV 
carry the title “Deathstar Productions" 
There is a general sense that morale is 
better than at this stage Iasi \c.n 

“There arc three key ingredients that 
affect us; there are three conditions to sat- 
M\ for good morale.” said ( apt James 
Burnell-Nugent. Commanding Officer ot 
ii\is imEnable 

"First, a clear mission for the ship; sec¬ 
ond. for people to be busy, and third, to 
have a date when we will get home. 

"If you have got those three things you 
are SO per cent home and dry on morale. 
We didn’t really have any of them last 
w .it. tins yen we have 
And the teamwork theme figures 
prominently in the Captain's mind. 

“With a Harrier flying over Iraq, one 





Many ways 
to keep 
in contact 

SAILORS of the Task Group are 
making the most of a range of 
methods of contacting home. 

HMS Invincible has a Cyber 
Shack, where anyone can drop 
in to write e-mails, which are 
sent home daily by satellite. 

The Shack proved so popular 
a second PC has been added, 
and the carrier sends on e-mails 
brought on disk from HMS 
Newcastle. HMS Cumberland 
also has e-mail facilities. 

In addition, sailors are enti¬ 
tled to a free ten-minute satel¬ 
lite call each week, free airmail 
letters (“blueys ”), and Capt 
Burnell-Nugent and the ship’s 
company of Invincible have 
been trialling an Iridium mobile 
phone, backed by Motorola, 
which uses a low earth orbit 
satellite network. 

Regular mail is still essen¬ 
tial; one sailor, who e-mailed 
home almost daily, was 
upbraided by his wife for 
“never putting pen to paper.** 


• Long-distance call - WSTD Sharon 
Dean uses the Iridium satellite phone 
to call home from HMS Invincible. 










Teamwork is vital 


can visualise the pilot in the aircraft. 

“But he has to nave lunch, have a show¬ 
er, have dean clothes. One of my jobs is to 
emphasise everyone’s involvement. 

“There’s a huge pyramid of involve¬ 
ment for getting a jet into the air. 

“The whole snip is an extremely compli¬ 
cated and interdependent lattice of 
involvement, a very complex matrix. Any 
effect on that matrix can have very far- 
reaching effects. 

“The carriers have evolved in a very 
Darwinian way. a lot like a micro-organ¬ 
ism. If you start splashing bleach about 
and killing the micro-organism then things 
can change very quickly. No genetic mod¬ 
ification here, please!” 

The team effort spreads to the shore, 
where people like Car Steve Bennett. RN 
Liaison Officer at the British Embassy in 
Dubai, who is responsible for the smooth 
running of port visits by Task Group ships. 


HMS Newcastle’s Commanding Officer 
Cdr Steve Kenny agreed that that the col¬ 
lective principle was paramount. 

“It is a team effort. Cumberland's galley 
couldn’t produce bread one morning, so 
KoviacMe seal tome over. 

“It is definitely not HMS Isolation - it’s 
1,800 or more people all in this together." 


The teamwork stretches as far back as 
the UK, for the families of the men and 
women in the Gulf are also affected. 

Home life continues, and there are 
those who are watching the calendar - and 
others who have already fallen foul of it. 

Chef Phil Pcttitt of HMS Newcastle is 
getting married in Telford three days after 
the ship is due back, and arrangements 
have had to be left to fiancee Julie. He 
hopes there are no delays for Invincible - 
his best man is on board. 

For Newcastle’s Lt Cdr Bob White there 
will be birthdays to catch up on - again. 

"It’s a clean sweep - exactly the same as 
last year when the ship was in the West 
Indies," he said. 

“Apart from my wife Karen, my twin 
daughters Amanda and Deborah were five 
on February 28, and number one daughter 
will be nine on March 28." 


• Rainbow warrior - HMS Invincible pre-wetting 
during Operation Bolton In the Gulf. 


in Gulf operations 




S. Hussain N 

spotted in 
Invincible 

S. HUSSAIN has an important role in the 
Gulf - helping the allies put pressure on 
Iraq. 

The name is not quite the same, but Lt 
Cdr Shayne Hussain is firmly against dic¬ 
tator Saddam Hussein. 

Hussain RN, of 814 Naval Air 
Squadron, works in the meteorological 
office of HMS Invincible, where he briefs 
aircrew on weather conditions. 

"I was out here last year when it kicked 
off," said Lt Cdr Hussain, whose father 
came from Kashmir. 

“But I was in the States in 1991 when it 
all started. I had areat fun trying to get 
through Customs. 

• Weather man - Lt Cdr Hussain amends 
charts on board HMS Invincible. J 


Subscribe to 



aw News 


Name.... 
Address 


Post Code. 

Telephone No 




A Subscription means you will be: 

• First to see the latest Navy News 
from around the world 

• First to receive Special Offers 

• Your copy is delivered to your 
door, hot off the press 


LOOK 

SPECIAL PRICE 
BONANZA 
TO SUBSCRIBERS 

FOR A LIMITED 
PERIOD ONLY! 

Take out a 36mths U.K. 
Subscription and pay for 30mths 
at the SPECIAL PRICE of £32.50 
A great saving of £7.00 

Foreign Subscribers £39.00 

Don’t Delay Send your Order 
TODAY for this Fantastic Offer! 

OFFER ENDS-31st May 1999 


To Navy News, Business Manager, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hampshire, England P01 3HH 

Please send me a Navy News hot of the press every month. I would like the subscription 
for UK at the special rate of 1 year £15.00 D 2 years £27.00 □ 3 years £32.50 □ 
OVERSEAS SURFACE MAIL INCLUDING REPUBLIC OF IRELAND, EUROPE. 
CANADA. USA & AUSTRALIA 1 year £18.50 □ 2 years £32.00 □ 3 years £39.00 □ 

• AIR MAIL PRICES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST • 

Payment by ChequelSwitch or International Money Orders in £ Sterling and drawn on CK hank is enclosed 
OR pay by Credit Card (Credit Card orders must be over £5) using the Coupon on Page 4 
Due to administration costs , a refund cannot be given if the subscription is cancelled during the first two years. 

□ This is a new subscription (=□ Renewed subscription 

c Please start subscription from month. a 


































































Options 


VY NEWS* APRIL I 


• Off 



T HE CONCEPT of teamwork is 
perhaps best demonstrated by 
the community on board the 
flagship uf the Tksk Croup. 

A common analogy b that of a smalt 
town, and the comparison bears scrutiny. 

The dank of chains on the deck, usual' 
Jy followed by the howl uf the Pegasus 
engines which power the Sea Harriers as 
they arc tested, often herald a new day, 
Down in the depths of the carrier the 
" night-workers” are nearly done, includ¬ 
ing LCH Alan Smelt, the ship's baker, 

■| do approximately 720 baguettes, HO 
to 120 loaves, and 300 breakfast rolls 
every day, as well as any other extra 
requirements like burger baps or finger 
rolls," he said. 

E think wc in the galleys arc the 
biggest morale-boosters on board; you 
speak to the lads and they are wondering 
what ts for tea tonight, rather than any¬ 
thing else." 

lust next door in one of the ship's four 
galleys the subject of tea, dinner, lunch or 
breakfast, plus the meal in the small 
hours of the night for those on defence 
watches, is occupying the thoughts of the 


three dozen or so chefs on board, who 
must deliver more than 3,000 meafo a 
day. 

"We have to put on four shows a day, 
and I think on the whole people are quite 
happy," said POC Duncan Crawley. 

LCH Stephen Holden agreed, adding 
"It does get a bit tiresome, but you fed 
you have got a worthwhile job on board. 
If we stopped working it would all go 
pear-shaped " 

Just along the passageway personnel in 
the ship's main communications office 
have been making the most of technology 
to push back the boundaries for both pro¬ 
fessional and personal gain. 

For CRS Mick Elliott, the ship's video- 
teleconferencing (VTC) capability, link¬ 
ing Invincible by satellite in a simultane¬ 
ous broadcast with shore bases and the 
American carrier USS Carl Vinson, has 
confirmed that Invincible is at the cutting 
edge. 

I suppose we are the role model far 
the Fleet where whole-ship communica¬ 
tions is concerned «■ (hat’s by necessity," 
he said. 

“We are their trials platform* too; 


because we are reasonably good at what 
we do, we get tasked with the job of mak¬ 
ing it work. 

"We have been very successful ai^^ 
integrating with the US Navy and 
other forces, m, 

m have performed a five-way m 
VTC* and that is a first - it worked M 
like a dream* and m American admi- W 
ral who witnessed it was very surprised 1 
we achieved it as well," 1 

The VTC allows face-to-face nteel- ' 
ings at all levels, from task group com¬ 
manders down to pilots who will be flying 
together on a sortie over Iraq. 

Mick was also instrumental in setting 
up the Cyber Shack, which uses military 
satellites to send an average of more than 
MM) messages a day. 

Up in the hangar above can be found 
much of the Air Engineering depart¬ 
ment, which supports the squadrons' own 
engineers - currently embarked in 
Invincible are the FA2 Sea Harriers of 
8t(0 Squadron md Sea Kings of 814 
Squadron and 849 A Flight. 

In charge is Cdr Joe da Clama* who in 
addition to his responsibilities for jurwor- 
,, n thiness of aircraft and handling of 
ammunition, bomK and missiles, 
is also the ship's visitors officer - 
^., 4 . an important role, given the alter- 
jgH native de find ion of the carrier's 
pH acronym CVS as civilian visitors 
ip: ship, 

"Britannia has gone now; she 
Bp used to be a big platform for 
■»p* ,, showing off the Navy at a high 
SB level to visitors* particularly in the 
UK," said Cdf da Gama. 

Ktey i “The carriers are popular now 
because they arc big and success- 
^ fill. But we have only got three* 
L/ and recently we have had to cany 
it all atone, 

"Invincible is probablv more 
** * famous than the others, because 
of the Falkbnds a ttd the Gulf Wat * 
and everybody wants to visit ber 

“When recruitment is a prob- 
wM j I cm - and we are seeing the peace 

mm dividend he re - it s te mbfy im por- 
tant for the Navy to be visible in 
the public eye; it is getting people 
on board to see what we do, how 
we do it, and why wc do it." 
jmA Elsewhere, in a warren of 
my offices and workshops around the 
hangar, groups of people arc 
^ working on the pieces of the jjg- 
^ saw that add up to a familiar pie- 
k. turc of Harriers blasting off the 

flP ship's ramp, 

t From complex avionics down to 


H ms ini 

Neweasi 
when th 

A furious bu 
saw the dcstn 
than two week 
rier group wo 
But that d 
l just be drop 
\ And on 1 
V comNnatk 
n tine* as (1 
4 business I 
\ A typ 
\ A prepara: 
\ ship sw 


focus, mi 

The \ 

flight ■ 

deck 1 

party 1 

pulls the 
three 
squadrons 
together 
into a cohe* 
sbe flying 
programme 

"ikj. ,.fut nr. 


Ul-O. < )f!urr I ! WA* ■ 

Cdr Neil 

< \>t 11nub;int sa> m\ t'? 3H5f 

Tb those who V 
have limited expo- 
sure to the open air 
because of ftying 
opera lions ii may m--" W. 

seem a pleasant 

prospect, but the heat W* '4KH 
can make eight-hour m * 
stints in fireproof suits m, ^ 
or manhandling aircraft ** 

pretty unpleasant* he 
says, WBHe- 

“But there is a huge WyWFj 
amount of job sat islactfon 
on the flight deck," said Li 
Cdr Cott Ingham. m> *. 

"It’s a lot easier to get 
them out working on deck in % 
these conditions than a Joint afl 
Maritime Course in February mb¬ 
it) the North Atlantic." 

He added there is no need for S 
management on the flight deck - ■ 
that happens before they get there 1 
- but leadership is vital on the busy " 
air strip, especially at night. 

Teamwork here comes with a typi¬ 
cal Naval edge - a Trivial Pursuit- 
type knock-out quiz to keep minds 
alert in the small hours of the night 
reveals the "Thickic of the Witch"* 
whose additional job it is to make tea, 


er Li 
radar 
trust 
past 
i not 


From complex avionics down to 
aircraft batteries, solutions are 
found to problems or faults in 
order to keep pilots firing. 

The hangar also doubles as a 
sports field for Sports Officer Ll 
Martin Juckcs. whose staff of 
CPTI Glen Young and LPTI 
Cherry Cherringtoti organise 
everything from RN fitness test 
bleep test trials to four sets of cir¬ 
cuit training which attracts up to 
250people a day. 

The team also arranges sport¬ 
ing fixtures for port visits. 

Up on the flight deck is where 
all the activities of the ship 


since 1964 and In the RFA since 1970. 

If you are going to be in the Merchant Navy I think 
the RFA Is the only place to be* because you have 
the way of life*" he said. 

‘The job you do Is interesting* and there are a 
variety of jobs - replenishments al sea, working 
alongside the Navy and other navies* and the vari¬ 
ous classes of ships we have got 
"In a tanker you are doing a lot more replenish¬ 
ment than we would be here. On these there is a lot 
more helicopter work* and we have got an amphibi¬ 
ous role with the landing ships, as well. 

x ’t think morale is fairly high. I’m a firm believer in 
working hard and playing hard and 1 think we have 
got a very good team her#/' 

Fort Austin was also helping BN personnel 
advance their careers by providing practical experi¬ 
ence; Cumberland had sent five or six over to work 
on communications and the bridge* with the added 
benefit of seeing how it works from the other side of 
the RAS. 


Nathan Dua and LA(PHOT) Gary Davies 


Hive of activity exists under 











































fo work - a boarding team embarks in HMS Cumberland's 
for a fast-rope insertion in the Quit 
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• Form an orderly queue - Harriers from $00 Squadron 
are recovered to HMS invincible after a sortie. 


n hard, fight easy’ 
he key to success 


Frigate relaxes - but 
still plenty to do 


ft N CHILE'S escort HMS 
lie left Portsmouth in a hum 
it Task Croup was formed, 

m of activity by the ship s company 
yytr ready for business little more 
s after the announcement that a ear- 
uld be going to the Guff, 

Ikin'i mean the ship's routine could 
ped - life goes on, 

xwd Newcastle that meant an odd 
>n of cautious watchfulness and rou¬ 
te BC^ptus men went about their 
than 100 miles off Irati. 
teal task for the Type 42, during 
lion for Sea Harrier "sorties, saw the 
cep the waters ahead of the carrier, 
c pilot Lt Mark Jameson and observ¬ 
ed r Andrew Bet ton cheeked out 
contacts by using radar and the 
y “Mark One Eyeball* - clattering 
ships and dhows to ensure there is 
hrne suspicious on deck. 

Back on the ship operators were 
anning displays in the muled lighting 
f the Operations Room, guarantee- 
ng Invincible and other anted vessels 
a 2fKJ*mi1e air-dcfence umbrella. 
Newcastle was on defence watch¬ 
es; seven hours on, seven off, five 
on and five off for most sailors, 
with off hours used to piece 
together disrupting sleep pat¬ 
terns as well as pursue other 
pressing matters. 

Training and education of all 
sorts was going on at a relent¬ 
less pace - a situation reflect¬ 
ed across the Tfcsk Group, 

A dozen young marine 
engineering mechanics lis¬ 
tened as PG Hepburn 
talked about the impor¬ 
tance of trials and tests, 

• Rough and smooth 
- HMS Newcastle in 
calm seas (leftj and 
taking stores from 
Fort Austin (below). 


part of a closely*monitored 15-month timetable. 

Elsewhere ah RN maths and English course was led by 
Weapon Engineering Officer Lt Gdr Bob White, and short¬ 
ly afterwards a group of ratings and a young officer were 
drilled by PO Ai Tonge on gripping down SA80 rifles. 

The Lynx was pressed into action to allow boarding 
party personnel to practise rapid-roping techniques on to 
the flight deck - skills which would soon be pul into prac¬ 
tice during MI Ops (maritime interdiction operations), 
where RN sailors swoop on to ships suspected of breaking 
UN trade sanctions spinsl Iraq and carry out extensive 
checks of paperwork and cargoes. 

A brisk fitness session around the decks, which included 
Cdr Kenny, was held with an eye to the RN Fitness Test 
And all the while one man had his mind on other things 
~ sitting hours of exams to climb hb career ladder. 

Training Is Important. It has to be continuous, 
and if continuous turns to monotonous, then you 
vary It/' said Commanding Officer Cdr Steve 
Kenny. 

“ft's the imagination you put into it which ultimately 
keeps the protection level higk. li all comes down to "train 
hard, fight easy',* 

As the sun set the ship darkened, but still men pored 
over the Ops Room displays. 

"People arc sitting mere seeing a picture which never 
really changes," said Cdr Kenny. 

"It’s a bn like the fire brigade, wailing for the bell to 
ring, ready to go. I think over a period of time that starts to 
grate with" people - which is w hy operational stand-offs arc 
so important, 

“when we anchored off Bahrain if was more about man 
maintenance than anything - we shut machinery down and 
check it, but it's important the men shut down as well 
"You've got to get ashore, meet some people, piny some 
sport. We try to maintain normality as much as possible. 

Tt is like Groundhog Day. Every day seems the same, hut 
we have to be ready for the day when you wake up and find 
it's different. It cannot be allowed to faze you." 

Deputy Commander UK Task Group, Commodore 
Anthony Dymock, pointed out that the role carried out by 
the Navy in the Gulf is nothing new. 

"Embargo erne rations - blockades, if you like - take a 
very long time ny their nature. It Is almost like a siege. 

“You nave to apply a tight blockading regime over a long 
period before you see results. 

“So it's not dispiriting - the Navy is used to long-drawn 
out blockade operations. We have" been doing them suc¬ 
cessfully for hundreds of years,* 


A S DUBAI came into view* an officer remarked 
that “von can almost hear the sigh of relief firum 
the ship," 

Type 22 frigate HMS Cumberland had just spent nearly 
four unbroken weeks at sea, and the stand-off for a well- 
earned breather and essential maintenance marked six 
months since the ship sailed from Devonport. 

For the sailors of Cumberland this long deployment - 
apart from that of sister ship HMS Boxer, Cumberland's will 
be the last such programme * has been 
marked by the kind of change which 
reflects the volatile political world. 

Bn route to the Gulf for their 
planned Armilla Patrol stint* the ship 
was diverted to the Adriatic in case of 
an evacuation in the Balkans. 

Port visits to the Seychelles and 
Maldives were also shelved as the rou¬ 
tine of Armilla - patrolling the Gulf in 
search of sanctions-buslers - was super¬ 
seded bv the needs of the Task Group, 
although the Christmas ftand-off in 
Durban, South Africa, wen! ahead and 
was well received. 

Evert the weather has been relatively 
unkind. Gulf deployments in the early 
part of the year are not always blessed 
by the sort of weather you would expect 
in the Middle East, and this time there 
have been many days when it was indis¬ 
tinguishable from I he North Sea as 
cold, blustery winds brought rough seas. 

Even on fine days there Were usually 
more pressing matters to attend to than 
topping up a tan. 

Men, women and machinery have 
been tested hard in constant defence 
watches and long periods between 
maintenance, but spirits were still high 


as another phase of Operation Southern Watch came to an 
end and the Thsk Group dispersed temporarily into she 
southern Gulf and south of the Straits of Hormuz. 

“This is a very long deployment/' said the ship's 
Commanding Officer* Capt Alan Richards. 

“We have becn doing MiOPx, dose in lo the Iraqi coast, 
and wc have had the excitement of the arrest of the blockade 
runner MV Himna. 

“We have also had a wide range of different exercises and 
operational defence diplomacy visits* during all of which the 
guys and girls have conducted themselves extremely well. 

“They are a very dedicated ship's company, and even 
though they have been deployed for more than six months 
they get stuck in and gel on with the job in a pretty cheerful 
way* which is to their credit. 

“When you are at sea for long periods of time there is no 
weekend to give you a break; *n defence watches working 
seven days a week, close into the Iraqi coast for a month or 
more: that's a stressful and tiring situation/' 

The change from the vigilance of the Northern 
Gulf to the more relaxed cruise to Dubai was evi¬ 
dent throughout the ship - but as always there was 
work to be done and requests to be met. 

Cumberland glided gently into her berth in a tight comer 
of the giant Fbn Rashid complex - assistance from the tugs 
was politely declined - and the ship's company made the 
most of the sun* already becoming tierce at Hlam. as they 
went about their work in shorts. 

Once the Ship was secured, some made plans for sightsee¬ 
ing* others were coerced into the rugby* hockey and netball 
teams which were scheduled for fixtures that evening* while a 
sizeable part of the ships company had a long list of Jobs to 
do on equipment and machinery* and would therefore be 
slaying at their posts for at least a day longer. 

Such port visits ate not just for recreation and mainte¬ 
nance, as the notion of defence diplomacy is becoming more 
and more central to RN policy - and as such* Cumberland 
has been a familiar sight in Gulf ports, hosting receptions 
which have included royal families as well as military com¬ 
manders. 
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Britannia 


revealed 



BRITANNIA - The Royal Yacht Revealed is the new official 
guidebook to the much-loved floating palace, now open to the 
public at Edinburgh’s port of Leith, available from Blackboard 
Publishing, 99 Giles St, Edinburgh at £8.95 inc pp. 


It features pictures of the Royal 
Family on board and of the rein¬ 
stated interiors by leading Scots 
photographer Eric I horburn - like 
this one of the Drawing Room. 

Ex-Yachties are invited to point 
out any mistakes in the arrange¬ 
ments anil decor! 

For all the work of preservation, 
the one vital clement that made 
Britannia what she was is irrevoca¬ 
bly missing - her people. 

“My abiding memory is not of 
places but of people, the EM 
Yachtsmen, a ship s company who 
have no equal. I felt that I could 
call on them to do anything and it 
would be done, cheerfully, effi¬ 
ciently and quietly.” 


- Lord Lewin (Comdr HMY 
Britannia 1957-58). 

Breezing along 

CONGRATULATIONS to Sea 
Breezes, one of Britain's oldest 
established magazines, on its 80th 
birthday. 

Originally the house magazine 
of the Pacific Steam Navigation 
Company. Sea Breezes deals pri- 
rn.tr il\ with the merchant KtnOC, 
but also carries RN items. Write to 
Units 28-30, Spring Valley 
Industrial Estate. Braddan, Isle of 
Man I M2 2QS for subscription 
details. 


PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 

The Pentland Press 

KAiotxirth ('*»brid«r lh.rh.in USA 
Established pubfcsher welcomes 
books m an subject* 

Wrrto for do tads or send your manuscript to 
Pentland Pros* (NN). 1 Hutton Cloee. 
South Church, Durham DL14 6XB 

Tel 01388 776555 Fax 01388 776766 


NEW AUTHORS 

Publish Your Work 

n r .fi n n _ __ m. _ n i n rt K. . 
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Rekgkxn, Poetry, Children's 
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MINERVA PRESS® 

m IIP Hto*NTSTRci T LONDON win nrs f ncmamo 

www mmsrva press CO uk 


AUTHORS 

Let us Publish Your Book 

Most subjects considered 
including Religion,Biography, 
Children's Stories, Poems, 
Fiction and First Books 

AVON BOOKS (NN), 

1, Oovedale Studios, 

465, Battersea Park Road, 
London SW11 4LR 


G.L. GREEN NAVAL & 
MARITIME BOOKSELLERS 
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18 AI.DENTIA.M AVENUE, RADI.ETT. 
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A TRIBUTE 
TO ONE OF. 
BRITAIN'S z ! 
LAST 

WOODEN* 
WALLS 
AND A ^ 
CELEBRATION 
OF THE TON 
CLASS 


\ 



The Editor of 
Navy News, 
Jim Allaway 
takes you 
through forty 
years of naval 
history.. 


£1 1.45 incl UK P&P. 


Suioct mol obrood plea* odd SI 

“This little hook has jogged a 
few happy memories for me. I 
hope it will give a clue to the 
1 past life of a great little ship 
and her people , and he 
treasured as a tribute to the 
remarkably successful Ton 
Class and all who sailed in 
the last of the Royal Navy's 
wooden walled ships." 

• HRH The Prince of Wales 


£5.95 incl UK P&P. 


Sirfoc* maf abrood p*oom odd !0 d 

Size approx: lH"x 6K” 


All orders to: Navy News INB4/99), HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P013HH 

Cheques to accompany orders made payable to Navy News. For orders outside UK. 
payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn 
on UK bank. Or for payment by credit card/swrtch (UK or abroad) please use the 
coupon on page 4. Please allow 28 days for dmttvery 
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BBC presenter Howard 
Leader narrates the story of 
The Channel Dash Heroes on 
an audio cassette in aid of 
the Swordfish Heritage 
Trust. 

On February 12, 1942 six 
Fairey Swordfish torpedo 
bombers led by Lt Cdr Eugene 
Esmonde launched a suicidal 
attack on the battleships 
Scharnhorst and Gneisenau , 
the crusier Prinz Eugen and 
more than 30 destroyers, flak 
ships and E-Boats as they 
escaped up the Channel from 
Brest under cover of bad 
weather which had been accu¬ 
rately predicted by the German 


This Months Book Bargains 

BRITAIN & NORWAY m the Second World 

War Was £36.95 Now £9.99 

CHARTS & SURVEYS IN PEACE AND WAR 
Was £37.50 Now £14.99 
THE FIRST DESTROYERS 

Was £32.45 Now £1250 
WAR AT SEA 1939-45 (Rohwcr) 

Was £30.45 Now £12.50 
JUTLAND THE GERMAN PERSPECTIVE 

Was £13.99 Now £7.50 


ALL OUR PRICES INCLUDE UK & BFP0 POSTAGE 


OVERSEAS ADO 10% 


Ask for our full catalogue of similar oilers 

MARITIME BOOKS 
Lodge Hill, LISKEARD PL14 4EL 
Tel: 01579 343663 Fax: 346747 


meteorological service. 

Not one of the aircraft sur¬ 
vived the hail of fire thrown at 
them by the greatest fleet the 
Germans were ever to assem¬ 
ble in World War II and all but 
five of the 18 Fleet Air Arm men 
they carried were killed. 
Esmonde was awarded a 
posthumous VC - having a few 
days before received the DSO 
from King George VI for his 
action against the Bismarck. 

This year two of the sur¬ 
vivors, Lt Cdr Edgar Lee DSO 
and Lt Cdr Pat Kingsmill DSO 
were among those who attend¬ 
ed a memorial lunch given by 
the Fleet Air Arm Association 
of Kent at RAF Manston, from 
where the attack by 825 
Squadron was launched. 

Special guests were the sta¬ 
tion commander, Wing Cdr 
Peter Kennedy, and the Flag 
Officer Naval Aviation, Rear 
Admiral lain Henderson who 


was presented with a cheque 
for £1,400 for the Trust. 

The cassette, with accompa¬ 
nying booklet by Ted Powell, is 
available from 2 Enticott Close, 
South Tankerton, Whitstable, 


Kent at £8 inc pp. Cheques 
payable to Swordfish Heritage 
Trust. 

• Scharnhorst during the 
Channel Dash, Feb 12, 1942. 



Thin Red line is 


stretched too far 


U&nZ. 

Telephone 
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Subscriptions . 826040 

Calendars . 826040 
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I MAGINE being confined 
below deck for days on 
end, crammed in with a 
couple of thousand other 
men as you steam slowly 
through the tropic heat. Then 
finally you’re allowed to come 
up into the fresh air. It’s dawn, 
the South Sous, exotic jungle 
scents from a nearby island 
waft across on the breea 
would be bliss, except the air is 
full of flying metal and you’re 
heading straight into it, the 
scene being Guadalcanal, 
November 1942. 

This is a moment from James 
Jones’s novel The Thin Red Line, 
clearly the work of a man who was 
there. The new movie adaption 
likewise makes much of the con¬ 
trast between the extravagant 
beauty of the setting and the 
blood-soaked, grotesque horror 
being visited upon n 

But this is a very peculiar war 
film. On the one hand it’s a mega¬ 
budget spectacular, featuring one- 
scene cameos by the likes of John 
Travolta and George Gooney. 


And on the other it's quite 
unlike a Hollywood movie, in that 
it’s more concentrated with poetry 
than with prose and constantly 
turns away from conventional 
story-telling. 

For instance, an artillery bom¬ 
bardment on a hillside is less 
about explosions than about such 
images as the texture of a leaf 
which a terror-stricken soldier 
focuses on, the groggy movements 
of a stunned bird, even the chang¬ 
ing patterns made by the wind and 
sun on the lush grass over which 
the shells are passing. 

The most disconcerting aspect 
is the scries of voice-overs by dif¬ 
ferent characters, ruminating not 
on the specifics of what’s happen¬ 
ing but on the religious, metaphys¬ 
ical implications thereof. (Or so it 
seems, the lines being delivered in 
such throaty regional accents, it's 
hard to identify the words, let 
alone ascribe a meaning to them). 

The movie runs for three hours, 
and perhaps mindful of the saying 
that war is nine-tenths tedium and 


one-tenth terror, the film makers 
have succeeded in making parts of 
it seem very tedious indeed. 

But after all that’s been said, it's 
rare to find a picture so ambitious 
as to portray a huge event like a 
battle through so many separate 
viewpoints - the general to the 
lowliest pfe all have their moment 
- and on a number of levels 
besides the purely physical one of 
bullets smacking into bodies, 
though there’* .» surfeit ol that, 
too. 

Nobody is going to like all of it. 
though there should be few who 
will find nothing in it to appreciate 
at all. Incidentally, anyone watch¬ 
ing the end credits may be struck 
by the number of researchers and 
craftspeople it took to reproduce 
the soldiers' webbing: a sign, tiny 
but telling, th.it World \V:ir II is 
passing into the realms of distant 
nisii>r\ and now require* special 
ists to access its paraphernalia, just 
as they do for stones about the 
Roman l eg ion * and the battle ol 
Waterloo. 


ScreenScene - by Bob Baker 





































































NAVY NEWS, APRIL 1999 25 



At Your Leisure 


wtu.r* cta*«TT**. 


Cigarette cards enjoyed their heyday between the wars and many series were 
devoted to RN ships, then also in their prime as “ambassadors of Empire". 

David Johnston, librarian Q From Wills's Ute In the revealed that they were the high- 
at Neville Lovett School Royal New No 15 describes the est paid ratings In the RN and 

®»US'S;. 5 V 5 S: SL'tSSK; 

project prepared by one Of jectlle weighing nearly 2,0001b." vice, Bolh cards have Inset the 
his pupils With the help of A Seaman Gunner is shown ool* aDoro&rtate dlstinauishlnQ 


Tapping 
a rich 
vein 

SOURCE of many of C. 
S. Forester's Homhtower 
stories - now revived by 
the acclaimed TV series 
- was The Navy 
Chronicle t a contempo¬ 
rary publication that cov¬ 
ered the years 1799* 
1819. Many other 
authors, Douglas 
Reeman Included, have 
tapped this rich vein. 

Editor Joyce Gold set 
out to preserve the 
achievements of the 
Naval personnel of the 
age so that ft was quick¬ 
ly recognised at the time 
as the most reliable 
record of the Napoleonic 
Wars and It remains by 
far the most important 
source. 

Now the 40 volumes of 
action reports, Intel!!* 
gence. biographies, 
anecdotes, stories and 
poetry have been con* 
densed in a five-volume 
edition published by 
Chatham at £18 each. 

The first issued deals 
with the period 1793-98 
and includes the occu* 
patten of Toulon, the 
Glorious First of June, 
the Splthead and Nore 
mutinies, Camperdown - 
and the Battle of the 
Nile: "The Bay of 
Abouklr was covered for 
a week with the floating 
bodies of the slain, 
exhibiting a most painful 
and horrid spectacle; 
and though men were 
continually employed to 
sink them, many of the 
bodies, having slipped 
off the shot, again 
appeared on the surface. 
It was a great mercy to 
our brave countrymen, 
considering the exces* 
sive heat of the weather, 
that some pestilential 
disorder did not take 
place in consequence." 



T HE LATE Lord Ficldhousc said he was the Navy's best recruiting officer... Forty 
years after the publication of his first book A Prayer for the Ship , Douglas 
Reeman is still writing stirring stories of the sea - and inspiring new generations 
of readers. 


"A lot of them are young - 
very young - and that's enor¬ 
mously encouraging. Because I 
get asked to go around the 
schools to give talks and I find 
there’s no space in the curricu¬ 
lum these days for filling in the 
background of our nation, its 
history and culture, 

"Many years ago I was chil¬ 
dren's welfare officer for the 
London County Council and it was 
already happening then - if you 
started talking a Nutt the war you 
were met with blank faces." 

One of our foremost writers of 
Naval fiction, Douglas has pro¬ 
duced over 30 World War I and It 
titles - and 23 in the Richard 
Bo lit ho series, under the name of 
Alexander Kent. 

The Bohtho saga mirrors C. S. 
Forest cfs Horn blower books, cov¬ 
ering the years 1768-1815. Other 
distinguished authors have also 
ploughed this furrow - nolably 
Dudley Pope with the Rani age 
series and Patrick O'Brien with his 
character Nathaniel Drinkwater - 
and found the period has wide- 
ranging appeal, 

“Half the letters l get about 
Bolitho are from women - whereas 
this b far from the ease with the 
Douglas Reeman books, 

“Bolitho's period is the last era 


of the independent sailor - once 
out of sight of land he's his own 
man anu I think that's the big 
attraction. In the ships of the 
World Wars, everyone's packed 
into tin boxes whereas when you're 
standing on the deck of a sailing 
ship you can see practicalIv every¬ 
body who's in the story at the same 
time, 

"Research is vital - it's amazing 
whai people will pick up on. 1 think 
I’ve only been caught out once - 
and that was on my own account. 
In one story Bolilho is setting off to 
sea and when he reaches the bot¬ 
tom of the staircase of his house he 
comes across the portrait of his 
randfather and he wonders what 
c felt like when he was leaving 
for duty. 

"After the book was pub¬ 
lished someone wrote and 
said: You said in such and 
such a book that grandfa¬ 
ther's portrait was on the 
landing.’ So I had to write 
back and say we'd been 
Spring cleaning ..." 

Douglas Reeman joined the 
Navy m 1941 and served in 
destroyers and Light Coastal 
Forces - the subject material of his 
first novel. He came out in 1946 
and was recalled as a Reservist for 
Korea - and for Suez in 1956 (“but 


that coincided with Cowes Week so 
wc never left Portsmouth"). 

He read Forester avidlv as a boy. 
"But 1 think it's a great shame that 
people only ever talk about 
Hornhiowcr. because he wrote 
some beautiful stories that arc now 
forgotten - like The General, 
which is probably one of the great¬ 
est descriptions of trench warfare 
ever written," 

Unlike Forester, Reeman aka 
Kent has recently taken the rash 
step of killing off his hero (Bolitho 
dies in action in 1815. in Sword of 
Honour), 

“I had to. finally - it's been no 
secret that it was going to happen. 
He was 59 by then and getting past 
his sell-bay date as an action hero." 

His fans need not fear, though ♦* 
Bolitho's nephew Adam lakes up 
the sword in Second to None , to 
be published by Heincmann in 
September. 

"People keep on asking me what 
my incentive is. to keep on writing, 
lucre's only one - the Inland 
Revenue ..." 

The paperback Sword of 
Honour was published by Arrow r 
last month at £5.99. Dust on the 
Sea. published by Random House, 
is the next "Reeman" Featuring 
the Royal Marines and set in Sicily , 
this is due to appear in June. 
Douglas is now planning a novel 
on the Fa Ik lands campaign. 



| flew Photo's 

I from Old! 


Scratched * Ripped ‘ Faded 


Using a computerised process, 
we can invisibly repair your 
cherished photographs without 
damaging your original image. 
Repairs from; £19.99 
Enlargements from: £8.00 
Quantom imaging 

freepost TK20??{t)o stamp req) 
PO Qox 8 4. Cyham. 

Surrey, TW2G8$K 
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HP BOOKFINDERS: Established 
professional service locating out 
of print titles on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: 22. Fords Close. 
Bledlow Ridge. Buckinghamshire. 
HP14 4AP, Tel: (01494) 48UI8 
Fax: (01494) 481121. 
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GERALD LEE MARITIME BOORS 
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NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGNT AND SOLD 

LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SHOP OPEN 10.4 (SATURDAY 10-1) 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books. 
98/100 Heaton Road., Newcastle 
Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL 
Telephone: 0191 285 8333 


HAVE YOU 
WRITTEN YOUR 
MEMOIRS? 

We publish fine editions of 

MEMOI RS - LETTERS 
HISTORIES - BIOGRAPHIES 
DIARIES - FAMILY HISTORIES 

and tan arrange the complete 
publication of your book. 

Write Toi The Memoir tTub, 
Suite I I742(N)* 72 New Bond Street. 
London, WIY9DD 


"if MS. GANGES (The final farewell) 
. video. Ideal birthday /surprise 
p recent. Documcm ary i ncl u des al l 
aspects of GANGES before 
demolition One tear-jerking hour of 
nostalgia, produced by JOHN 
DOUGLAS author 1LM.S. GANGES 
(RolI on my dozen!) & H.M.S 
GANGES (Talcs of the T.R.O.G.'S.) 
S.A.E, details Douglas Hse, Fcjimarth 
Redruth, Cornwall TR ] 6 6NX 



HMS VICTORIOUS 

I937~1969 
By Neil McCart 

T he taiCM in the senes detailing the careers of the 
Royal Navy's aircraft earners. This volume follows 
die Victorious from building lo the breaker's yard with 
detailed accounts of each commission. Foreword by 
Vice-Admiral Sir Ian McIntosh, the Victorious' last 
commanding officer 155 illustrations. Hardback with 
full colour laminated dust jacket. Price £21 plus p&p r 
ISBN 1 901225 01 1 

Also Still Available: 

HMS CENTAUR 1943'1972 (Hardback) £16.95 plus p&p 

Please add £2.00 p&p UK Jfc EU {£4,00 overseas airmail). Payment by sterling 
cheque, postal order, or by VISA/MASTERCARD. Telephooe/Faji orders welcomed. 
From FAN PUBLICATIONS, 17 Wymans Lane. Chdicnham, Gk* GL5I 9QA. 
Tel/Fax 01242 580290, of order from good bookshops. Allow 21 days foe delivery. 
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Options ■ 

somerset 
sails with 
the French 


NEWS. APRIL 1999 


A BRITISH warship came under the command of 
a French Admiral for the first time in 100 years 
when HMS Somerset deployed to the Adriatic. 
Somerset is currently operating with a French task 

B which includes the aircraft carrier Foch, escort 
>s Cassard and Tourville, a repair ship and a tanker. 



• POMA Valorie Robson-Heatley demonstrates medical skills In the sickbay of HMS 
Northumberland to evacuees' Kate-Anne Gallagher, Mary-Dawn MacDonald and Lucy Davidson. 

Civvies ‘rescued’ 
in joint exercise 


Relations between the two 
navies have been friendly for a 
long time, but Somerset s 
presence in the French task 
group is a direct result of the 
Prime Minister s talks on clos¬ 
er co-operation at the St Malo 
summit last December. 

The ship left Devonporl in 
February and called at 
Gibraltar and Toulon before 
Joining the group. 

Joint exercises have seen 
Somerset ‘waging war’ on 
French ships and submarines 
and acting as an embargo- 
breaker to test the mettle of 
French boarding parties. 

And the cuisine on board 
the French vessels has also 
ensured plenty of volunteers 
to swap places with their 
French counterparts and the 
Lynx helicopters of Somerset 


Street star 
opens the 
Boat Show 


CORONATION Street Star 
Denise Welch zeroed-in on 
the Royal Navy stand at the 
National Boat Caravan and 
Leisure Show. 

Denise, who plays Natalie 
Bames In the TV soap, offi¬ 
cially opened the show at the 
National Exhibition Centre in a 
ceremony which included Her 
Majesty's Royal Marines Band 
Portsmouth. 

Afterwards, she was shown 
around the RN stand by Lt Cdr 
David Grindel from DPR(N). 

• Right: Denise Welch at the 
NEC. Ptctun LA PHOT) MacOonM. SFPU 


and Tourville have also 
swapped several times. 

During the deployment, 
HMS Somerset has also 
enjoyed visits to Bari in Italy 
and to Venice, and taken on 
the French at football, rugby, 
hockey and basketball, with 
the honours being even to 
date. 

The Commanding Officer of 
HMS Somerset, Car the Hon 
Michael Cochrane, said: “This 
deployment is understood to 
be the first Royal Navy ship 
under the command of a 
French Admiral for over 100 
years. 

“It is a marvellous opportu¬ 
nity to work alongside our 
French allies and for both 
navies to learn from each 
other while demonstrating the 
flexibility of sea power." 


TWENTY five civilians were 
‘rescued* from Loch Ewe by 
Royal Navy ships taking part in 
the latest Joint Maritime 
Course in Scotland. 

The men, women and children 
from Aultbea, Wester Loch Ewe 
and Gairloch had responded to • 
call for local volunteers to play the 
part of evacuees from a war zone. 


HMSBridport began the non- 
combatant evacuation operation 
(NEO) by securing the jctt\ afl 
Aultbea. embarking the volunteers 
and taking them safely off the 
‘mined* shore. 

HMS Bulldog’s boats made the 
final transfer to HMS 
Northumberland, where the volun¬ 
teers remained overnight before 
being helicoptered ashore. 


JMCs arc held three times a 
year to ensure that the Navy and 
the Royal Air Force can work 
effectively as a joint task force 
whenever necessary, but the latest 
course was the first to involve civil¬ 
ians 

The volunteers, some of 
whom role-played as casu¬ 
alties, made the exercise 
much more realistic and 
tested the humanitarian 
skills which have been 
needed in recent operations 
such as the evacuation of 
civilians from Honduras 
after Hurricane Mitch. 

Other ships involved in the JMC 
were HM ships Cardiff, 
Richmond. Coventry and 
Middleton, RFA Fort George, the 
Spanish and Dutch frigates 
Canarias and Karel Doorman, 
Dutch minesweepers Maasslms. 
Schiedam and Scnevcningcn and 
the Belgian MCMV BNS Lobelia. 

And the submarines taking part 
were HMS Irafalgar. Holland's 
HNLMS Dolfijn. Denmark’s 
HDMS Nordkapcren and 

Norway’s HNOMS Ula. 

British, American, French and 
Canadian aircraft flying from RAF 
Kinloss, RAF Lossiemouth. RAF 
1 CQC Mars, RAF W.ulilmgtnn and 
RNAS Ycovilton, were all con¬ 
trolled by RAF Strike Command 
through the Maritime Operations 
Centre at Faslanc. 


In brief 


Lord Lewin 

SUCH was the popularity 
of the late Admiral Lord 
Lewin that a second 
memorial service has had 
to be arranged to allow 
more friends to pay their 
last respects 

The Service, organised 
under the auspices of the 
RNA, RMA, The Russian 
Convoy Club and the George 
Cross Island Association, will 
be held at the Church of St 
rhomas the Martyr, 
Greenwich, at noon on May 1. 
For details, contact Mr 
Dewert on 01661 853197. 

Run ashore 

HMS CROMER had over 
>(><) Msitors after paying a 
courtesy visit to Aberdeen 
while on route to Rosyth for 
refit. 

The visit also gave a team of 
eight members of the Ship\ 
rnrenamr led in LI Steve 
Hollis, the chance to visit 
Upper Donsidc and the Lecht 
for some skiing. 

NATO talks 

ARMED Forces Minister 
Doug Henderson breakfasted 
on board HMS Montrose and 
met many RN personnel \u- 
tioned asnorc in a recent visit 
to Norfolk, Virginia. 

The Minister was at Allied 
Command Atlantic in the 
USA to discuss NATO’s new 
strategic concept. 

FOST visit 

REAR ADMIRAL Niecl 
PlUhilll. ( omm.indcr-In- 
Chief Fleet, was brought up- 
to-date with developments in 
Operational Sea Training dur¬ 
ing a two-day visit to 
Devonport. 

Dunne the visit, hosted by 
Rag Officer Sea Training, 
Rear Admiral John Lippiett, 
Admiral Esscnhigh was also 
given a full tour of FOST HO 
and the disaster relief training 
facilities at Bull Point. 

Sound move 

USERS of NAAFI XL 
Leisure clubs across the coun¬ 
try will notice an big improve¬ 
ment in the quality of music on 
offer. Fourteen clubs, includ¬ 
ing those .<t hms Drake. 
Raleigh and Nelson, have 
been fitted out a new sound 
system giving greater variety. 




Remember the Navy News 
Millennium Calendar Competition? 

A big “Thank You" to the many, many readers who sent in their designs. 
It has been a very difficult task choosing the winners as all of the 
entries were superb. 

We were impressed by the skill, and attention to detail, shown by the older age 
group, and amazed and delighted at the imagination of the very young 
readers.. Well done to you all!! 

The twelve winning designs of a Futuristic Navy will appear alongside the 
present day Fleet, in the prestigious Navy News Millennium Calendar. 

Supplies anticipated from September 1999 Price £6. 

We are expecting a huge demand and orders will be taken from August. 

The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH. 


Winners of the Navy News Millennium Calendar Competition 
Overall Winner, 12-18 age group ... James Beedle of Hampshire. Overall Winner, 6-12 age group... Michael Roberts of Powys. 

... Jenny Leggot of Surrey. Bryan BowdeU of Lancs. Chris Braid of Fife. Jade Fraser of Cleveland. Cheryl Marr of Peterhead. 

James Duncan of Peterhead. Tom Wilson of Hants. Nicholas Gyte of Suffolk. Matthew Vanns of Kent and Richard Bowdell of Lancs. 

We rtf ret we cannot skew all the winning designs within this advertisement , 
hat looh oat for them in fatare issues of the Wavy dews and in the Calendar. They are not to he missed! 











































NAVY NEWS, APRIL 1999 27 



At Your Service 


Reunions 


Ipswich Csdflts. TS OfW*ll: Reunion 
proposed for o3 cadets, stott and con^nillH 
monttere who served during too 25 y**n u 
Commandtag Officer of U Cdr (SCc) G.TC. 
Prentice RNR Contact John Porter, tel/tex 
01394 211 IS?, or e-mail f 


April 


HMS Ceylon Association welcomes 
i Irwn ati commissions- Reunions 
every year. Ttea year w.1 bu at 


heU every year. Thrs yew vm) be at 
bacomtw on April 16-18. AS enquiries 
SAE to J McNeill, 2. Maittord Hitt. 
Kamendea Herts ALS &BH 
Bounty 


HMS . 


June 


Joker winner 

Mfi J. JOHNSON, of CredLlon In 
Devon, is the latest reader to see 
through Jack's jokers - and he 
wins a luxury holiday at the 
China Fleet Club tor his efforts. 

The jokers were; 
ft A bark is not named after the 
isle of Dogs; 

■ Paddle steamers never had 
hand paddles as emergency 
propulsion; 

■ The title commodore did not 
derive from the privilege of a 
sea-going commode. 


ft Material submitted for this 
page should be brief, clearly 
written or typed, and 
addressed to The Editor, 
ft Entries are free of charge, 
ft Items cannot normally be 
repeated. 

ft Reunions appear in date 
order, and requests to place 
an entry in a particular edi¬ 
tion cannot always be met, 
ft There may be a delay 
before items appear, due to 
the volume of requests 
ft Items pertaining to com¬ 
mercial work, books and 
publications for profit may be 
declined through lack of 
space - in such circum¬ 
stances the advertising 
department can help with a 
paid-for advertisement; con¬ 
tact 0170S 725062. 


bo hflJd at Granvtlte lodge Hotel, 
Scarborough from April 16-19 Es-Bounty 
Boys should contort Jack Brown on 0171 
228 7237 Of Fred Panton on 0171 228 2379 
HMS Leendwr This yeara munion win be 
at The Royal Fleet Ctob. Devonport on April 
17 Afi e»-l*4fvfefs arrt gue&s 
~ _ rom Danny Neve on 01752 562973 

Adamant. Submarine Depot Ship 
wffl hokl their third reunion jn Skegness bom 
April 23 26 For detafta ring Arthur Walker on 
01799 700838 

HMS Serene 1944 46 20th reunion on 
April 24 ,ii UngfieW, Surrey, when o!d hands 
muster to greet die new c! J354. Details from 
Eric Drummond. 5. Green Way, Scareroft 
Leeds LSI4 3BJ,cr lei 0113 2692222 

HMS Duke of York A**OCtotkro; 
Reunion at Blackpool on April 23-25 Contact 
Secretary R. Draper. Ttose Cottage. 103. 
Orchard Park, Elon, Chester CH2 4NG. lei 
01028 725175 

May 

TS Barham, ©ham Valley See Cadet 
Corps reunion at St Pater s Church Hall. 
Aytesham, on May 1 at 3pm. For details ring 
01304 640591 or 01303 273545 / 254602. 

HMS Peacock A — o clefto n raitokyi May 
1-2 at Royal Leamington Spa. Further c' 
from E-T. Cotter. 8, Aston Lane, Rememhj 
Htt. Henley on Thames, Ox on RG9 3£L 
HMS Phoebe Association reunion fn 
May 7-9 al the Commodon 
Scarborough. Ai ranks woStomo For details 
phone Roy Pavetay on 01235 211501. 

Hawke 45 Association: KMS FbgawL 
Jan t945 entry reunion al lha County Hold. 
Llandudno, from May 7 10. Deteib from 
Geoff Looker, 136, The Date, Wititoy. 
WalartoovSe, Hants P07 5DF. ttri 01705 
383565 or e-maS geoff&ioo^or.dofnon.coMk 
HMS Renown: AS ex-Renowns, officers, 
senior rales, junior rates, port and stbd 
crews a reunion Is planned lor May 8-9 8J 
Leicester Senior Club. Interested parties or 
tntivkkiate contact Cdf Dal Evans RN (rteft. 
through the President of the LSSA. or write to 
Cofi-n Pifmore, Leicester Senior Service Cksb. 
295. Loughborough R*L Leicester LES 4PR 
or Gerry Rogers on 0116 233 6370 

723 (CS> Squad RM (59-80): Second 
reunion, a0 ranks. 2Q00hnt, May U a! RMA 
Club. Deal. Kent (New date! Detaaa from 
Dave Prichard, 01222 790233 

HMS Cornua Comrade* Association: 
Northern reunion In York May 14-15. AU old 
and new members welcome Contact GeoH 
Harper on 01302 708135 

KMS Orion Association are looking tor 
shipmates 1034-39 Fteureon at Blackpool on 
Mary U-i5 - see September tor Plymouth. 
Con tad Grant West 23. Shelton Rd. Greal 
Glen. Leicester LE8 9GN, tel OHS 259 2171 
HMS Barham Survivors Association 
reunton wnE take place on May 22 al the 
Royal Safer* Home Club, Queen Street, 
Portsmouth ol 1730 tor 1600. Details from G. 
E1&OII. Flat 4. Greenwich Court 25. King 
Street Southsoa. Hants PG5 4EU, or tat 
01705 755734. 

Cheltenham Sea Cadet Unit 60th 
Artnfversajry social evening on May 23. Mesa 
Dinner on May 29 and parade on May 30 AD 
former cadets are Invited to contact me unit 
kx hjfl details. The unit address is: the CO, 
Cheltenham SCC Unit StorwviBe Street, 
Cheltenham, Gtos GL53 0PH, or lei 01242 
261824, 01242 228208 or 01684 577B51 


6139 fatter 6pm) or 0117 9226437 (daytime) 

Submarine Coxswains Association 
Annual reunion of HMS Ratetoh. Plymouth 
from June 48. Contact S Hayden on 01329 
315013 

HMS Brlasenden (L79J 1942*48 

Association; Reunion in Soirihsea at 
1300hrs on June 5. Any ex-shtomales < 
lad C L Lawrence, 31, The Un 
Btetrtfey. Milton Keynes MK2 2JN, tel 01908 
647665 or N«v4 FoianJ on GT045 560362. 

HMS Stinger 1943-46: Reunion on June 
22 al the Stafford Motet Cffy Rd. Chester 
Details from A Ketou, 31. Manseombo Rd. 
Aflerton. Bradford &D 1 & 7AQ or tel 01274 
487495 


July 


d Sixth 


i Old Boys Ai 

annual bunch at Rdeoean School on July 8. 
Delate from Sam Moftey. 113. The 
ftdgeway, Nortftew. Herts. EW 4BG. tel 
0707 872720 or fa* 0707 873444 

Devon port Field Gun Association: The 
1999 reunion w& be held on Jdy 10 al HMS 
Drake. Fui details Irom me secretory. Derrick 
Pearce, tel 01752 366778 

TS Artthusa, Sekombe entries: 
Fteunlon on Jufy 13 si TOesreach Hotel. 
Satoomba. to coincide with return visa of pre¬ 
sent Arethusa, Details from A, Devlin. 
Arethusa'. Lower Upnor. Rochester ME2 
4X8. tel 01834 711566. la* 01634 295905. 

HM Ships Galtonl, Gipsy, Glowworm 
and Greyhound: Four trees are to be plant¬ 
ed m the National Memorial Arboretum, 
Croxafl, Staffs. In memory oi an who served 
m these lour ships. A dedication service, 
alongside iheso bees, wd be Nto at 1130 on 
Juty 22. to be totowed by a reurtori kaach. 
Anyone wishing to Jem us please contact 
Capt Robin Graham RN. 15. Chamry View 
Rd, GuiWtord GUI 3XW, tel Oi 463 564426, 

August 

Portland FMG Work Free Duet Shop 
Club circa 1976: Cattng the tofewfng uito- 
cated former members who were pasty to the 
pad to meet ai The Four Lords. Par. 
Cornwall on Aug 11 to view the total edtose: 
Andy Andrews. Buster Brown. Zaire Hockley. 
" ' ‘ ‘ , Jed Stone 


Barry Madtoy. Gktt* Rowlands, Jed 
,ind Sringw Woods A'so looking tor twi 
onyy members U Gdr Peter Woods ; 
Johnny Wtseman. Contact Barnard Brycr c 
01305 772056 Or 0797 1209721 wftfi ai 
information on the sad suspects. 

September 


t U 


HMS Gartlaa (K475): Reunion 
September 4 at the Unton Jack Club. 
Waterloo. London Contact Tuny" Read. 37. 
Cottesmore, Bracknell RG12 7VL, t 
55072 

HMS Orion Association ore 1 
shipmate* 1034-33 Reunion al F 
September 9-10. Contort Grant 1 
Stretton Road Grea! Glen. Leicester UE8 
9GN, tel 0116 250 2171. 


. tel 01344 


m looking tor 
.1 Plymouth on 

mi West 26 , 


anniversary 


3 751019, 


HMS Sofa bay: A new association is being 
formed (118 members and rising), with a 2nd 
reunton planned lor June ft you served, afry 
commfesion, your shipmates would Hie to 
hear from you and meet up with you again 
Contort Malcolm Clarke, 53 Montague Court, 
Kingsdown, Bristol, BS2 BHT Tel: 0117 042 


Wrtght. 
2DW, le 


October 


O i MP ow , Irom October 16-17 
s are Invited to pin the assort* 
providaa a 3&pago bi-mondify 
Details trom Jack Worth, 42. 
Tronani Read, Tywordreadi. Cornwall PL22 
OCU . tel 01726 815314 

December 

HMS Attot A River Plate Veterans 
Association wfli hold a Memorial Service tn 
St George s Centre, Pembroke Gate, Dock 
Road. G&tortiam at 1100 on December 13 
(he 60th arWversary of the Balds cl the F^ver 
Plate. There wtt (hen be a reunion dinner at 
Ihe King ChartoS Hotel tn the evening 
Former relatives ol late crew members woi 
be welcome to attend. Details from the sec¬ 
retary on 01255 502007 

June 2000 

Floya! Navy Motorcycle Club wist have 
been around tor 20 years In 2000. A reunion 
bs planned tor June 20 22 al HMS Sufton 
W» aM past member* of ihe RNMCC contact 
Sang at MASU Transport Section, 
ids, Fareham Road, Gosport. Hants 
P013 DAA. tel 01705 544514 or m3 9380 
445M, giving details of 
and address tor 1 


October 2000 

HMS Brilliant WRNS ("The Originals") 
reunion !s planned tor I ho original Wrens 
who joined Brittant on Qcl 8. 1990, and those 
who Joined prior to the Gud deployment to 
Jan 91. Details from POWWTR Jan Webster. 
SEC(PA} FOMA HO. Veovtfton, Somerart 
tel 01935 455339 (daytime) 


HMS Cavalier 

DID you serve in the 
destroyer HMS Cavalier? 

If so. Navy News would 
like to hear from you. 

If you have any informa¬ 
tion, anecdotes or pho¬ 
tographs (which will be 
returned}, we would tike to 
see them for a forthcoming 
major feature on the ship. 
Write to Anton Hanney, 
Navy News t HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POT 3HH. 


HMS RigartL, series 7, Boy 
Entry. 12 Sept 1940: Tha 50th at 
reunion wilt take ptacs at The De 
HctM. Kanflworth. Want*, on Saptomb* TO- 
12. Currently 61 Old Boys of The original IBS 
are hoping to attend, but there is room tor 
more. Contact Mick Herbert, 20, Pelham 
Way. Cottenbam. Cambridge CB4 0T0. tel 
019M 250014 

HMS Burg head Bay 1946*59 are holding 
the r reunion on September 11 Contact Rod 
Jenkins. 33, Paston Ridings, T 
Peterborough PE4 7UR or tel 01733 1 
HMS Euryalus Assoc El 
Ol new Stendanj tofewed by dtonef/dance at 
(he RoyaJ Sailors Home Otoh. Portsmouth on 
September 22 Member* Irom . 

Bions are Invited to this unique < 

Details from Eric Owen. 62. F 
Drive, Cartffl CF4 3QJ, tel 01222 750022, 
KMS Duke ol York Associstlcn rotmton 
at Blackpool on September 24 ^ 25 Contact 
secretary R. Draper. 'Ftose Cottage , 103, 
Orohard P»K Eft on, Chester CH2 4Na W 
01928 725175 

HMS Wildgooso Association reunion 

wilt be held al the Burlington Hotel. 
Eastbourne, from September 24-27. Contact 
K Hayes. 10. Stratford Way. Ttiehurct, 
Reading RG3i 5XT tor deterte 

HMS TinatMde (L69) 1942 * 46 wfll hold 
then reuruon al the Lord Leicester Hofei. 

r 24-27. Contact Art 
. 10. Banwefl Rd, Ashtort Bristol BS3 
tel OH 7 966 1342 

HMS Porfock Bay Association hold theto 
reunion al Trocarn Hotel, Babbacombs, on 
September 24-27 Details from Ken 
Faulkner, 22. Ctovelly Rd, Swtoion, 
r M27 0FU, tot 0161 794 8062 


V and W destroyers: Can anyone 
. oftoeto 


HMS Arethusa Association: This years 
reunion win toko place in York to October AH 
who served on tots ship are welcome Details 
from Tom Sawyer on 01924 848 191. 

Div II Pay Office SteM, RHB Chatham, 
1947-40: Wffl an ex-members of This stall, 
both RN and WRNS. please note that ties 
reunion wtH Lake peace at Edinburgh in 
October. Any ex-membera ol the Writer 
Branch who served al Chatham |n Ifas ora 
are also welcome. Even 0 ycu carl be there. 
Les Keen On 01270 771560 would be 
pleased to hear from you 

HMS Crane Association wHi hokj its sec 
ond reunion at the Gateway Hotel. 
Nottingham, from October 1-3 Details from 
Tony Ntmak 85, Conway Road. Nottingham 
NG4 2PW. tel 0115 952 6363 

HMS Queen 0l£ftbe1h reunion take 
place on October 2 al Soutftsea. Details from 
the secretory on 0170S 472246. 

RNPTls, London and Medway hokf thew 
anxte dnrer at the icng Charles Hotel. 
Gttngham. Kent on October 3 Please nno 
SOCrrtary C-E Houghtori oh 0181 304 61&9 
for delays. 

HMS Duff reunion at So&huH on October 
8^9. Contact N, Johns, The Old Chantflwy. 
New Road Instow, Bideforrt Devon EX39 
4LN W 01271 660578- 

Tqn class Mines weeper a Hunters 
Association hold titer 11th reunion at the 


MOD VETERANS’ APVICE UNIT HOTLINE: 

08456 02 03 02 

Monday to Friday 09.00-17.00 
Answer phone service out of hours. 
Calls charged at local call rates. 


Calling Old Shipmates 



Flaivgoon IMS* HM Taw Tug V132 end 
AS TO 55: Anywe tel? Ghre Ray Fowler a 
ring, on Doncaster (013021 884051 

KMS Lulllrigton: Seeking crew mem b e rs 
ol ihe mtoesweewf. espedaiy Ufa Ck Jim 
Gates, ME Taffy Roberts and any other effes 
to the squadron [104th MSS 
Mediterranean). Reunion to October, bi¬ 
monthly newstetier. Contact Jack Worth, 42. 
Tronani Road, Tywankealh. Par, Comwaa 
PL22 OQJ, telephone 01726 815314 to 


R Connolly Gordon ha trying to trace 
anyone who knew ten during 1941 -1947 at 
Auhbea or Trincomatoe. He has written a 


i about Ms experiences to the Navy as a 
degausstng officer on the Clyde, at 
Manchester. Autitma, Trincbmalee and 
Colombo, and as Electrical Officer and 
DGWO Of HMS Springtide Contad him at 
39. Shirley Way. Shirley. Croydon. Surrey 
CR0 6PJ 

Series 6, HMS Ragatrd. January 1958: 

A SOlh anniversary reunion t$ 


being 
> joi ned 


s year and are looking to 
I Bum y, Norman Ooke, 
rthur Sculiy. Ginger 
Voting, Wa&e Redpam, 


Over to You 


Walter Alfred Hawkins (CM 23574), HMS 
FtepuUa 1930.31: The daughter of Walto. 
who is very BL desperately wan& to know 
more about her father, who died in Norwich 
in 1946 Her pareres separated When she 
was very young. M you have any information 
regarding Waller, mckteng pictures, contact 
Howard Johnson. 31. Edwtnstewe Rd, 
Oafcwood, Derby 0E2T 2HL 0V332 280318 
HEM Mm' Clive: Desperately seeking 
past shipmates ol MEM Maz 1 Ctore. to sur¬ 
prise ten on htg forthcoming wedding cste- 
brationa in April, especiaify Tatoo r , ’Normski' 
and 1 Annie", or anyone who served wfth ten 
aboard HMS Jupiter. Cherry B (CharybdiS) Or 
Roebuck For details cafl 01202 891450 
HUS BurwelJ / HMS NWwriterkel: Dave 
Wright ol 45, Orchard Way. BurweH. 
Cambridge CBS 0EQ. tel 0163B 810711, 
would be interested to hear from any f 
members of (he ships' companies of [7 


Cap Lein Hector Archibald McDonald, 

former Dean of Royal NavaJ College, 
Greenwich. Having recently become a 

S andmother. Carolyn McLeod would tee to 
id out more about Captain Macdonald, her 
stopipandfa&ter- She know* he dted on 
February 16, 1970. with his wife probably 
dying in i960. He served to Dauntless, 
RamJHes, Valiant. King George V and 
Spatiaie 8 anyone can provide tolormation 
contact Carolyn at 105. Stock Boy Un*. 
Loreton N15 3AS, teWax 0704 4EXJ1720. 

Able Seaman Ben Gordon Phelps: 
ErtGstod 1939, kiSed in acton November. 
1644 Served m HM SNpe Lueto. Stwbe. 
Fowey and Whrtaker. Would any former ship¬ 
mates ptease comaci Peter fWkre (bo n), 1. 
Blgbury Way, Torquay. Devon TQ2 feA, tel: 
01803 322202. 

Michael Dolan: Can anyone give Tom 
Deakin any information about his relative 
Michael Dolan They boa teuch in 1974 He 
served aa a nurse in the Royal Navy. 
Portsmouth Contact Tom at 47. South 
Cantnl Avenue. Wes! Derby. Liverpool Ll2 
6GV, tel 0151 228 


Darby Allen, HMS Adamant: Los 
Thufgood was on KMS Adamant In 106617, 
inducing a imp to Gfraftar and would tee to 
get in touch with ■Qtetiy' Afen who was an 


shortly be celebrating his 70th birthday. In 
perttotoar. he would ike to otrtain photos of 
the rugby teams he played In tor Combined 
Services. Royal Navy US Portsmouth and 
Dfivonporl Services. In adtfton. r>e ts also 
trying to locate a photograph of hs quaktoo- 
Uon as a PTL Contact David al 40, Comes 
Oose. King AttrecTs Fields, Winchester 3022 
5DS. wltii any information 

Ships' crtditedQM Roytl 

Australian, Canadian and TndLin NavHt 
ere required ter 20th century display by a voF 
untory Nstoricai group whicn & wortong to set 
up a museum Badge&cresls to keep, bor¬ 
row or copy Contact Chris Howefl, Seaway, 
38. Fore Street. Torquay. Devon TQ1 3LA or 
tel 01803 3280O6 

HMS Ketvtn: Ci3 Sanderecn would tee to 
hear the raootoctions of any crew member of 
HMS Kelvin, which was damaged In 1940 on 
route to the Second Battle of Narvik. Can you 
9 docked and any anec- 
i astern? Contact Bui at 


traveaing 

arth 4, Springfield Gardens. 
Yorkshire 0D2O GJU. or t&l 


on 
-Garth, 


with World War ll photographs of 1 
ing V and W destroyers: MacKay (Pendam 
Drt 701. Valentine (L69) Venetia (DA S3). 
Warwick (D,1 25), Wessex (D.1 431. Whirlwind 
(Dfl 30), Whhley (L23), Wltwringion (Dri 76). 
Wren (D/I 88) and Wryneck (U)4) Al c&Tfr 
spondena? to Charles Godwin, 3121. S 
Ocean Dr. Apt 213. HaJtondate. FI 33009 
7266. USA 

Tobruk Harbour. 1941 r it any of trio $Mp $ 
crew cri SS Bantrta. HM Sriipg Gtoxinto. 
Ladybird, voyager and Bagshoi was m 
Tobruk Hartxxtr on March 10. 1941. John 
Doughty wants to hear from them Contact 
him at 63. Chapel Lane, Etertonwood, 
Warrington, Cheshire WAS 4JU 

Peter Arthur Cotilngham served in the 
Navy on ihe (2nd) HI4S oteo between 1940 
and 1945 When he was afive he showed 
Tm Cotungh^n a photograph, stating fhat he 
m a fee-up of peepte. meeting King 
seta of Jordan Iras photo earned be 


01535 609774. 

William Brookes, KMS Campania: YV R_ 
Brookes grandfather, W&am Brookes, was 
aPOor board HMS Gampan^a ihe she 
was sunk. He was discharged to Pembroke 
on November 8. 1918. A pentfted note on 
hb record shews that he was kpawni with a 
rail card to his home in Sheffield. Clearly 
unwei, he was admitted to hospital where he 
died on March 15, 1919. Mr Brockes wools 
to hear from anyone with more Info on tills 
modem. Contact W R Brookes, Garden 
Cottage. Easton Common Hi, Wntefstow, 
Wits SP5 IOD, Or tel 01980 863253. 

KMNZS Arbutus: Can any member cl 
tiie ships company ted Chris WhUe Ihe dates, 
course and comptemeni ol tote repair ship, 
which )oteed the &PF Fleet Tram m 19467 
Contort Chris at Apt 30©. && VbldecariioS. 
Paseo Fitaritimo 9. 29600 Martwila, Spain, 
tertas 95 2S2 8? 66. 

A/B SfG Petar FitrgarakJ (SS City of 
Worcester 1945}, please contort Phi Lister 
at 60. Cranham Road Hornchurch. Essex 
RMH 2AA - have news rt Virginia EM. 

Chris (RobbY) Roberts, ex-HMS 
Regard and Caledonia, seeks copy ol S62 
Class entry photo, Jan 1963, HMS Fagard 
Artificer Apprentice School Contact Chris ax 
4, Wetland Drive, Comah * Quay. Deestte. 
Flintshire CHS 4TZ, lot 01244 319366. 

KMS Cormorant: intermamon requested 
regarding Tatol road acoident involving CWA 
Ho&re CPO Supply and gunners E C. 
RoutteOge and Q. Lyons who wore faied m 
G 'broil a? and buried b Garrison Cemetery on 
May 3. 1942 Mrs Dons Crate s late Lather 
Eric Charles Routfedg* served with the 18th 
Defence Reg* RA al iho time of his deatii. 
Contort Mrs Crttlg at 72, Park Winding, 
Eraksne PA3 7AT, or tei 0141 561 0763. 
World War If Ships: The Naval Historical 


found. Tim would tee any information regard¬ 
ing hts tamer, res mates and the ship, espe- 
aa&y any photographs. Contact Tim at 15i, 
London hoad. (fever. Kent CTi 7 OTG 

Lt Cdr Norman Bickford: DavtoBlrtdbrd 
would be grateful to hear from anyone who 
has any photographs or other FnemorabOs to 
tktion to the career & his I 


now Oder details rt more than 730 ships 
which t«w tervice Iron IBM to iMA. 
Information includes operations, dates, corn 
voys escorted and actions up to the time Ihe 
Shto was lost or iho end ol host&tieo Send 
mtokrum 6x4 SAE tot ftst to: John T Mock, 
17, WoodMl Avenue. Portishead. N 
Somerset BS20 TEX. The smal profit gener 
ated goes to worthy Naval causes. 

Arctic Convoy POIS 'HMS Avenger': 
rtaft dftched on thia convoy with a U 
ts being saved, ono by 'Paufknor'. 
t saved the other two? Can anyone tell 
y Roblneon me name* d the three 
pfets? Contort Harry al 15. Gterthome. Eesl 
Meon, PetersfiekL Hants GU32 1PY. 

HMS Cavalier Reunion Showcase: 
) Dntorglo, owner ol the King Charles 
at Gafegharn, has reouestod Naval 
iv bjgge^tons and Instructions tor her 
chef to use during ihe showcase on May 7 0 
Any information to Debbie al the King 
Charles Hotel, Bromp&on, Giilmgham, Kent 
MET &QT, 


the Royal Navy at HMS Regard on January 
9 1950. also known as Series 8 Please con¬ 
tort David Eason. 1 9. Briar Close. Homdean. 
WaiertoavBe. Hampshire P06 9ED, leVTa* 
017Q5 593867 

Ron Btancherd, Boy Seamen to Chtol 
Yeoman 1953-1977: ANvays promised to 
keep to touch ■ but newk dkfl t you remem¬ 
ber him. ptease write to 177, Ktoghom Ftoad. 
Qum5is,tand. File KY3 9JP. or tetophone 
01592 S72309. He served on the tofewmg 
•rape: Implacable. Theeeue, Defender. 
Sheffield, Adamant Loch Lomond. Corunna. 
Gurkha. Rteke and Camperdown. as w&3 as 
a spel to ihe Merchanl Navy. 

HMS Loola (KJ15I 1*42-48: Jack 
Roberts (Btoncto) QStwd, would tee to hear 
from any o*d shipmates such as *Scou$er, 
Officers Cook PO'O/Stwd Geoflrey 
KtogharrvEagte. UOSiwd Basil Crane and 
AB Jock MacCaA Any toformatioo regardfeg 
reunions would be appreciated Contact J V 
Roberts, 28, Brack Road, Sprowxton. 
Norwich. Norton NR7 9HR. tel 01603 
460974. 

HMSM Sirdar 1943-46: Having had a 


LROfT) on Adamant, and came from South 
London near tiw Oval. He would also tee to 
gel in touch with AS *&ro Jerks who he 
served with on HMS/M Aeneas. Lee was an 
LROfG) FWJ submartoer then. Conitart him 
at The Croft, Ml Macodon. Vlctofta. 3441. 
AusEraiia. or fax 61 3 6621222. or e-m^ 
1. Ifii/rgoodi^tcm qovjiu 

No2 CPO s Meee, HMS Gtemorgm; 
Would any ax-members or ‘Honorary Social 
Members . Who served to HMS Glamorgan 
between 1983 and 1934. especially during 
the Armae deployment please contact CPO 
Ron Almond at Ihe Royal Navy and Royal 
Marines Career* Office. Dunstable House. 
Dunstable Road. Luton LUi i£A telephone 
01582 721501. as soon as possible rj is 
hoped to arrange a get together in 
Portsmouth to the near future 

STD Sandy McEwan from Cumnock or 
Old Cumnock Scotland, test seen m 
Gibraltar 1957 on HMS Ocean with STD 
gton. Maybe Sandy 
were to Devonporl 
j McC affray p 
for a rw ashore. Afro STD l 
from London and STD Bill I 
Patetey, brth on HMS Art Ftoyal Contact 
Jock at Via Monte Cencto 3. Lego 
(Coserou). Italy 87035 Jock bred to ATOrio 
whist m che Royal Navy, then the United 
States for 36 years before moving to Italy. 

Peter Mays. 1957/58, Petty Officer 
instructor HMS Ganges (Coffing 
wood€xmoiah Diva). Non Sub RP2 befceved 
com missioned 1959/60 Member of the 
Association of Royal Navy Off 
from ihe service to 1991. Rank 
to be Lt S D. P R: ptea 
Thorturn. Newton ol 
Garraie, Banff AB45 3EQ 

Si Vincent Boy*, Feb 4. 1947 entry, 
Anton 110 Ciau then Wakeful, tor 2000 
1^-together. Hawtona. Stratton. ConJee. 
. Cutler. Vlncert ete Contact T 
21. Betmonl Road. 
Monmouth MPT 5HN, or tel 


Gosport 

Frebeka. 


( (Mac) I 


Fred, served on Hermes 6&G8. Osprey 
71/72, 74/76. 77/79, Matepan 72^3, Rook* 
76/77 m vral ns tmnnciite and on Stena 
SsMpted to ihe FtfdMt Anyone who 
know® Budgie is welcome to a raitofen on his 
£0th birthday on May IS Also tooktog for 
5wn, Last known to K.nn^ Road, 
Con tea Victoria Burgess, 

11, Khartoum Road. Rodweti, 
Weymouth. Doraet DT4 9LG 

C-class destroyers: Seeking those who 
served to C-ctese destroyers. Le. CA, CO. 
CH and CR. to join tho 8th Destroyer 
A$$octetion. Our sister shipmates are weL 
com* io Join wherever they may have 
served. Reunion details From CHt LongtooL 
CWet Pressganger on Gist 226 3675 

S56-S57 Aircraft Artlfloere 
Apprentices, HMS Condor: Keith N»chofi 
and Dave Eiarter would tee to corttert any 
former classmates w«h the view to a reurton. 
Pteoso contact Keith NichrtL Naval Party 
t023, BFPO 490 

HMS Vengeance 1945-46: Frank Ctert 
TEUS) woukf te* to hear Irom anyone who 
served on this ship during the v*$H to 
Hiroshima to January or February, 1946 
Contort Frank Clark. 5, Marwick Place. North 
Fenham. Newcastle upon Tyne NE5 3LS, or 
phono 0191 242 14&4 

Former Ship's Company ol HMS 
m Bay 1949 -56. Interested to 
Old acquaintances, contact 


MI4U1I MV 

gel together Han 
Manrwrinm. Cube 
(Tati) Hodglns. 
Abergavenny, U 
01873 852896 


Geoffrey Hamson, 18, Tamefe Way. 
Hampeftke SO30 2NY or telephone 01 

78711V 

HMS Dakins K550: Tetedr^jhlst TP. 
Shiner Wright is searching tor oh shromates 
Harrington Sedham from County D^ham, 
Charte Young Irom East London or any oth¬ 
ers. Please nng 01243 265*54. 

LCA127 FloUlte, Sicily. Salerno. Anzio, 
Elba end the South of France. Also LCM 
660 FfetUts. Arnhem to Njlmegen cross* 
Inge: Contort Ron Jackson. 44. Biggtos 
Wood Road, Folkestone, Kart CT19 4NE, or 
is! 01303 278363. 


J lor Gimmy 

Green. Tal ^as* “ ^ 

Gavin, Arthur 

Vourte t W 

1 and John Nussey Contort Sidney 
Davie. 26, LuSlreSs Crescent. SaCtdean, 
Brighton. East Sussex 6N2 8AR with any 




FO Box Southsea, 
Hampshire PCM 8XT 


HH Ships Uoh, Tiger m Buke 

fciriwf Nd McCan b compififtg i book 
about ft* three anber* iM wsokf 
appreciate any raemwiei. photographi, 
coimmiiion books Irom those who served 
in the ships between IB? ft !???. 

Write, 17 Wymans Lane, 
Cheltenham, Glos 6LSI 9QA. 


FOR SALE; 


A large quantity of .Ships 
Bronze Badges, Tampions, 
Ceremonial Badges recently 
released by die !H0D, 

Enquiries, prim and ships names Jkm> 

RICHARD PARKER 

EPL GOVERNMENT SUPPLIES 

Telephone 01752 341188 



THE TRECARN HOTEL 

Babbacombe, Torquay 

The Naval Reunion Specialist 


2 nights OBB £55.00 pp . 3 nights DBB £75.50 pp 
_ (prices Include Banquet (mat) _ 


We haw ever many years been associated wiffi the Royal Navy, tioklng Reunions lor: 
HMS EXETER, tttlS SHEFFIELD. HMS NEWFOUNDLAND, HMS TENBY, 
HMS ARETHUSA, HMS CUMBERLAND, TON CLASS ASSOCIATION. 
CASTLE CLASS CORVETTE ASSOCIATION aid ihe PLYMOUTH RNA 


The Trecam has 136 En-Suite bedrooms with colour TV, lea making faefttes, and can 
acccmmodate up to 250 Guests. The hotel has a large Dkwig Room that can hold up 10 300 
Guests, as wea as two spasous Bafirooms and Bar areas, kteal tor any 
regardless of its membership size. 


BRYJUt PiTMAM * GENERAL MANAGER JT1: 01803 32S2S2 



THE ASSOCIATION OF 
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS 

Fa Iron 

Her Majesty The Queen 

ARNO, the OflkaV Ountable and Social fdkrwdiip, i\ <>peti to all Serving and 
Rebml Commiaiioiiod Officers ol the RN. RM* WRNS, QARNNS and their 
Rcmctvc^ 

Formed in 1923. ARNO’s pnmar> purpose is to auul Member^ indiKting 
thviourarv Membftl i the widows of fuciiKr membcri.| with grants and hw*&rics 
from the proceeds of ite which ekoeed £3 million, whciever there b a need. 

Today Ihe Hnancta) advanugc^ of mcmhenJiip comfortably exceed ihe annual 
\ubwnptiom (£10 per aztnum or £150 for life! and roc tuck: * AutomohUc 
A wKiatkm Mtmbrrvhip al levs than hall price in many case* * House Purchase 
Generous cash payments with mortgage ami with life Avozraixc. ami c o t np e tki ve 
conveyancing atvis * Legal, Financial and Medical ('oftvuttetRms al free or 
favourable rales * Trade IHscmsots in a wide range uf services including insur¬ 
ance, travel, hotels, clothing and hhewcaf* car hire, mcchcal. jewellery and n^any 
more. A List of Members and a high quality interesting colour Year Rook are 
issued, and ARNO organises * Regkina) Social Fund lobs and fimtip Holidays 

* A list of members worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays 

* Mail redirection * Swords and uniform hem* for sale * an ARNO crcdil card. 
Far mcmhtrrtlp applieslion farm, plct>t cnmplctr the fallowint: 

To: Lt Cm 1 M pCoouwrs RN* ARNO, TO PnartciiftST** Trt, London W2 3TP 
Ktfisf send me details and a member ship application form: 
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)CULARS THAT GAVE ‘A DEADLY ADVANTAGE’ 


Glass in a 

class of 

its own 


A hundred years ago Carl Zeiss produced a pair of binoculars that 
has kept the German company’s name as the benchmark of excel¬ 
lence ever since. But for nearly half a century a Glasgow firm 
matched them with their own Admiralty Pattern 1900A. William Reid 
traces the history of “the admirable Barr & Stroud 7X50”. 


B RITAIN’S Defence Staff decided in 1979 that a single design of binocular field 
glass could meet the requirements of all three Services. This was a radical philo¬ 
sophical change after a century when the Army, the Navy and then the RAF had 
each demanded and been allowed to specify its own choice of patterns. 


It was not entirely rational, 
for the new instrument was 
optimistically intended to meet 
the needs of observers in Army 
Air Corps helicopters and 
Nimrod surveillance aircraft, 
lookouts on board frigates and 
infantry engaged in border sur¬ 
veillance from a basha. 

The precursor of the modem 
binocular, a “double-barrelled" 
telescope, was made in the Low 
Countries in the early years of the 
17th century, but as technical diffi¬ 
culties prevented its achieving pop¬ 


ular acceptance the great majority 
of observations was made with a 
single telescope until the 1820s. 

The Viennese inventor Friedrich 
Voigtlander then made the first 
modem binocular field glass using 
a simple optical system that was lit¬ 
tle different from those that 
Galileo had improved for his astro¬ 
nomical observations two centuries 
earlier. 

The so-called “Galilean” or, 
more correctly, terrestrial binocu¬ 
lars of the 19tn century had a rela¬ 
tively low magnification of only 
three or four times. They first came 


into military use around the middle 
of the last century when individual 
British officers embarking for the 
Crimean War fl8S4-5o) were 
equipping themselves with the new 
instrument that allowed them to 
use both eye s. 

For a time. Naval officers con¬ 
tinued to prefer the single tele¬ 
scope which, as well as being a use¬ 
ful tool, has something of the wand 
of office about it, but it was not 
long before a Galilean binocular 
was introduced for Naval general 
service. The British Army hand¬ 
book where it is first mentioned 


WE WON'T 
LEAVE YOU 
ADRIFT jb 


"i 


^4 


The RNBT helps past and present Sailors, 
Royal Marines and their dependants 

Established in 1922, the RNBT has helped about half a 
million Naval people and their families over the years. 
Today, the RNBT gives almost £2 million each year to 
meet a wide variety of needs and provides a 
residential home for old Sailors and Royal Marines. 

For more information or advice call: 

01705 660296 

The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, 

Castaway House, 311 Twyford 
Avenue, Portsmouth P02 8PE 





illustrates the Binocular, Night, 
Mark 1, an instrument that is iden¬ 
tical to an example that is marked 
on the leather cover of its barrels 
with the form of broad arrow that 
occurs exclusively on binoculars 
issued by the Admiralty. 

A hundred years ago, in the mid- 
1890s, the innovative prismatic 
binocular designed and made by 
the great German firm of Carl 
Zeiss came on the British scene. As 
its optical system allowed a higher 
magnification in a more compact 
instrument and gave the enhanced 
stereoscopic vision that is so useful 
when judging distance and a tar 
gets rate of movement, it quickly 
supplanted the Galilean models 
for most serious purposes. 

The Royal Navy adopted as the 
Admiralty Pattern 343 a British- 
made version with a 6X30 specifi¬ 
cation. That is, its magnification 
was six times and the diameter of 
the lens furthest from the eye was 
30mm. There were more than 
11,000 in the Navy's storehouses 
when the guns fell silent in 
November 1918, the majority made 
during the war by Ross, Kershaw 
and other London and Leeds 
turns 

In the course of the *>tor to End 
All Wars’ the Royal Navy learned 
that the Imperial German Navy 
introduced the 7X50 Ser v ice 
binocular in 1915 that was a notice 
able improvement over the smaller 
6X30 at dawn or dusk, and even at 
night 


prototype, identified by the compa¬ 
ny product code CF12. Before 
undergoing sea trials, it and binoc¬ 
ulars by Ross, Zeiss and others 
were examined at the National 
Physical Laboratory and the 
Aamiralty Research Laboratory, 
neighbours at Teddington just west 
of London. The Glasgow binocular 
came up trumps. In the words of a 
1921 tnal report the CF12 was “an 
exceptionally good glass". 


F or the next few years 
insignificant Admiralty 
orders did little more than 
keep the Barr & Stroud 
binocular workshop ticking over 
But it remained in business, exper¬ 
imenting with new methods and 
materials, and was not forgotten by 
the authorities. 

The CF12 underwent many 
modifications, including the use of 
substantial quantities of Bakelitc in 
its construction to reduce its 
weight, before it became the com¬ 
pany’s 7X50 CF41, which the 
Koval Navv adopted in 1935 as its 
Admiralty Pattern 1900A. 

When war broke out in 
September 1939 Barr & Stroud 
were firmly established as the 
Navy’s principal supplier of hand¬ 
held binoculars. 

No binocular collection can be 
considered complete without an 
example of the ubiquitous 
AP1900A. It should retain tnc fea¬ 
tures that make it unmistakable in 
appearance. The integral filters 


that the user may introduce quick¬ 
ly to enhance contrast in dull light, 
or reduce it when looking towards 
bright sunshine or a searchlight s 
rays arc always present. 

Some owners have removed the 
vents, like little tyre-valves on each 
prism box that allowed optical arti- 
DOBKS ftO dr\ its mtcrmil surfaces 
with dessicating pumps. Many sur¬ 
vivors have had the company's 
patent “rav-and-sprav shades' 
removed as being heavy and rather 
clumsy. A clicker device that 
makes it possible to focus the 
AP1900A and adjust the distance 
between the eye-lenses in darkness 
is often too worn to use. 

Barr & Stroud’s AP1900A 
served the Royal Navy well on all 
the oceans of the world. It even 
received a unique commendation 
following the 1941 night action off 
Cape Matapan. and a disinterested 
observer later described it as 
“probably the equal of the Zeiss at 
night”. Before the war ended in 
1945 HM ships had beennrovided 
with approximately 70,000 binocu¬ 
lars, 24,000 being made in 1944 
alone. It remained in service until 
the Binocular Prismatic General 
Purpose. 7X42 L11A1 steamed 
over the horizon in 1979. 

Wdtchkccpcrs, Dusty Jacks and 
Optical Artificers who still remem¬ 
ber the AP1900A do so with vary¬ 
ing degrees of fondness, though. 
For, it must be confessed, it is not 
the easiest of instruments to ser¬ 
vice. 


T his was a significant fac¬ 
tor, for binoculars were 
continually in the hands of 
designated l ooko u t ! wher¬ 
ever and whenever action was 
remotely conceivable. It was obvi¬ 
ous to Their Lordships of the 
Admiraltv that when an engage¬ 
ment was imminent, the side that 
first spotted and identified the 
enemy had a potentiallv deadly 
advantage. The brighter and dear¬ 
er the glass, the greater the benefit, 
and the Doppenemrohr was better 
- by far 

Within a few months of the 
Armistice the Admiralty declared 
its intention to improve the quality 
of its night glass and to standardise 
on a single model with minor vari¬ 
ations according to its function 
Britain’s optical industry was invit¬ 
ed to submit designs. Most of the 
competitors were old hands at sup¬ 
plying binoculars to the Services, 
but tnc Glasgow firm of Barr & 
Stroud were novices in the field. 
They had earned a high reputation 
as suppliers of excellent rangefind¬ 
ers to the armies and navies ot the 
world for 30 years past, but their 
first range of binocular glasses for 
field, marine and theatre use was 
not launched until carls m 1919. 



• EYES OF THE FLEET: Then wen 11.000 AP343a (front) In the 
Navy's storehouses at the end of World War L About 1930 they 
were replaced by Bar A Stroud s CF30, the AP1900 (rear). 
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SR DON AT 
SEVENTY 


Sir Donald Gosling is best known to the public as the man behind NCP - a savvy 
entrepreneur who got lucky spotting a post war premium in parking spaces. 

He has always said he owed everything he knew about man-management and 
wheeler-dealing to his time in the Navy (he lied about his age to join up in the lat¬ 
ter stages of World War II) and has taken care to repay the debt - in both hard 
cash donations to individual ships and as a leading light behind the White 
Ensign Association. 

Today he is an Honorary Captain RNR and, he told Navy News Editor Jim Allaway 
in an interview to mark his 70th birthday, he firmly believes a first career in the 
Senior Service can still pay off in spades ... 


I DO believe that the success I’ve been fortunate to 
make in my life is to a great degree due to the train¬ 
ing, discipline and loyalty bred into me by the Royal 
Navy. Some of today’s youngsters who come straight 
out of school or university into business have no experi¬ 
ence of life or of being in a crisis, or of dealing with men 
and women of all descriptions, classes and creeds. That’s 
something they lack. 


“When I was nine years old 
my mother took me to 
Portsmouth to see the warships 
aoing m and out of the bar 
hour. It was a very impressive 
sight and it was then that 1 
made up my mind to join the 
Navy as soon as I could. 


“When war broke out. like many 
London school children I was evac¬ 
uated to the cowan and moved 
from schcx>l to school. I applied for 
a place in the Nautical Training 
Ship Arethusa - to speed things up 
l added a year to my age and 
joined in August 1943. 

“The training and discipline 


were excellent, but tough on those 
who broke the rules. Being caught 
smoking was an automatic sen¬ 
tence i«> 12 strokes of the cane in 
front of the ship’s company. It cer¬ 
tainly put me off smoking! 

“In 1944 I joined HMS St 
George based in the Isle of Man 
along with several hundred others 
straight from ci\\\ street 1 li.it n 
when I appreciated the bcncfiti of 
Arethusa. In no time I became a 
Petty Officer Boy and finished the 
course with flying colours ready to 
join the cruiser HMS Liverpool in 
the West Indies. 

“Then disaster struck. Standing 
in the Master .it Arms Office heat¬ 
ing him say ‘falsifying naval docu¬ 
ments' I realised that my real age 
had come to light. I was charged 
and marched in front of Capt 
‘Hookey* Bell (the captain of 
Exeter at the Battle of tnc River 
Plate). 

“I was stripped of my rank 
and nearly reduced to tears 
by the verbal lashing I got 
from him, marched out - 
and then marched in again. I 
was expecting the worst - a 
prison sentence! 


B ut then he said that while 
my action was wrong m 
principle it was right in 
the spirit of the Navy - 
and he promoted me to Instructor 
on the Staff for one year to allow 
my age to catch up! 

“1 really enjoyed passing on my 
knowledge to the new entries and 

taking long haired ipivs and 

drilling them into shape ready for 
training as seamen. Then the great 
day arrived in July 1945 when I 
joined my first ship HMS Lcandcr 
to become an Upper Yardsman 
Leading Seaman I candor 
steamed through most of the 
Mediterranean and for some time 
we were on the Haifa Patrol chas¬ 
ing illegal immigrant ships. We 
were part of the task force in the 
Corfu Channel when HMS 
Saumarcz and Volage were mined 



• CHARTING SUCCESS: Sir Donald Gosling surveys a career 
that owed its start to the Navy. 
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Fanfare for the 
working man 

ROYAL MARINE buglers 
and Nelson's flagship 
HMS Victory provided 
the backdrop for the 
launch by Portsmouth 
City Council of the 
Government’s New Deal 
for the unemployed, 
designed to create more 
job opportunities for the 
over 25s - with special 
passports to provide 
access to advice and 
skills training. 

Seen with members of 
the city s Employment 
Service is Second Sea 
Lord s Chief of Staff 
Rear Admiral Peter Dunt 
(centre). 


NEW COMPUTER systems entering service in the Royal Navy 
will mean that the amount of paper will be reduced as electronic 
publications are phased in. 

All technical publications will he converted as interactive electronic 
technical publications to be stored on CD-ROM or in a common data¬ 
base 

Another system - which provides a screen image identical to the paper 
version - is more suitable for publications designed to he read as a book, 
such as fleet operational, tactical and administrative publications. 

Among the documents which already have been or are being convert¬ 
ed to electronic publications (EPs) are the Submarine Command 
Guidance Handbooks, tactical manuals for the Sea Harrier and Lynx heli¬ 
copter. updates tor beach intelligence and survey database, delenee pro¬ 
files. intelligence briefing memoranda and missile handbooks. 

Over the next few years there will be an increasing number of NATO 
operational publications available on CD-ROM. 

Eventual savings in space and weight in ships, and costs resulting from 
future reductions in hard-copy* publications are seen as significant. 

EPs are foreseen as becoming a key element of day-to-day operations 
and administration, and an RN study on the storage and retrieval of elec¬ 
tronic documentation throughout the Navy is due to he presented soon. 

Details of the policy on the subject .ire published in RN Defence 
Council Instruction 37/99. 


Docs on disc as 
a lighter option 


by the Albanians. 

“Then wc were ordered home in 
December 1947 due to the 
Govcmmcnt’splan to drastically 
reduce the 1,000 ships then in com¬ 
mission. We were an early victim. 1 
was due to go for prc-commission 
training but all courses were 
stopped for nine months. 

“It was a terrible disappoint¬ 
ment. The Navy had an imbalance 
of officers to ratings ratio due to 
the mass exodus of Hostilities Only 
ratings as quickly as novsihle whilst 
.i large lum ber at HO offioen 
elected to stay on. 

“After a temporary job in 
Chatham I put in for release as 1 


was totally demoralised. I loved the 
Navy but I did not want the uncer¬ 
tainty. In those days you had to get 
on the bottom rung of the ladder 
by the age of 20 to make anything 
of your career. I am so pleased that 
this h is all been changed in today’s 
Naw. 

“ft was quite a shock to find one¬ 
self looking for a new career - hut 
I had had the most marvellous 
training and experience of life over 
the past five years and I stepped 
into a new job with confidence. 


“I joined Westminster City 
Council as a trainee surveyor 
where I was given some interesting 
tasks helping to reproduce council 
records lost in the war. This tcxik 
me out and about and I very quick- 
h leant mv way a ro u nd the citv 
Then one day a young man called 
Ron Hobson called at my office to 
enquire how he could open a car 
park 

“The land he had found was in 
the adjacent borough of Holbom - 
hut I was able to help and that one 
chance meeting led to a great suc¬ 
cessful partnership. The first car 
park opened in Red Lion Square 
under the name Central Car Parks 


- NCP was already in existence 
although wc eventually acquired it 
and integrated our company. 

“It took many years to get the 
business into profitability such that 
I could join Ron full time - and it 
was only last year that wc decided 
to let ‘our baby’ go following a sub¬ 
stantial bid from an American 
company, which now gives us more 
time to concentrate on our 
European Parking interests and 
develop our property investments. 

“All through these 50 years I 


have never lost my love for the 
Royal Navy, ships and the sea - 
and it was 30 years ago when a 
friend. Maurice Buxton, then a 
director of Barclays Bank, asked 
me if I would become involved in 
the White Ensign Association. This 
is a charity started in 1958 on the 
inspiration oi Lord Mountbottcn 
to nelp Naval people coming out¬ 
side preserve their cash ‘Golden 
Bowler’ and help them find new 
careers. 


T he Association now goes 
from strength lo strength 
and is an ongoing link 
between the City, industry 
and commerce. There is no better 
way to let the captains of industry 
sec the quality of the men and 
women of today’s Navy than to 
take them to sea for a day in one of 
HM ships 

“Wc arc there to help anyone 
who is serving or has served in the 
Navy, Royal Marines or under the 
White Ensign across a whole vari¬ 
ety of problems arising from pen¬ 
sions, nousc purchase, mortgages, 
insurance, school fees. And what 
wc offer is impartial, confidential 
and tree 

“I am sure that there is no better 
frNmdadoo for life than to be 
trained in the Royal Navy. The 
standards and opportunities today 
arc better than ever. 

“My advice to those serving is 
the more you put in the more you 
get out - make the most of it while 
you can and the same will apply in 
civvy street.” 


‘I am sure that there is 
no better foundation for 
life than to be trained in 
the Royal Navy 9 





You con relax in a home you can coll your own! 


Annmgton Homes offers a wide range of two. three, four and 
five bedroom properties in England and Wales, built when 
homes had more space ... inside and out. 

We offer former and serving members of the forces, preview 
informati on and special mil itary discou nts. 



For further information and to register your interest, please telephone 


0171 940 2318 


ANNINGTON 

HOMES 
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A Navy News Advertising Feature 


Service Children's 

Education (UK) 

Providing advice and information for the education 
of Service children 



The Princess Helena College 

(Founded 1820) ° 


Independent Bounding and Day School for Ctrl*, aged II to 18 

A modem education in a beautiful historic setting" 


t High academic sta&dinb ♦ No* hrfwmit»a Tcdmologr Suite 

♦ Small diiw and mdmdujJ inmmn ♦ Wide cbokt of dtra-cumaJii artmtks 

I Rae ^dtitks for kamang 2nd Imag t Binaries available to Scrrke families 


For fortka details and i pwpecras contact; 


The Admtffikms Secmary 

The Princess Helena College. Pmtoo. Hilchin. Hertfordshire. SG4 7RT 
Telephone; (014*2) WW In: (01441) 4314J7 Email: 

'A hTpsieml thaftty riuft kj pn*vJr fcijiti i(iul(h nluraiMm U* j 0 rW tfinrihr? $1 HJt 4 


NEWLANDS 


a family of schools 
Co-educational day & boarding school 
for pupils aged 2 1 /? * 18 years 



Academic, Cultural A Sporting Excellence 
Outstanding art, drama, music A dance 
High percentage of forces boarders 
{fees in line with USA) 

Accelerated learning Centre 
support with one-to-one tuition 

Travel and escort arrangements indude airports, Fart-hum, 
Hornsey, Aldershot, Maidstone & Victoria. Station 

For further details contact Susan CunJifte TcL 01323 490000 
Fax: 01323 898420 or e-mail: iicwfendsl^msn.cam 

Ntwfand* School, Eastbome Road, Sea ford. East Sussex BN2S 4NP 

Charity No 297606 



Service Children's Education (UK) Is the focus for advice 
and Information regarding the education of Service chil¬ 
dren. This includes: 

□ Advice on educational provision within the UK and overseas 

□ Information on provision for special educational needs In 
the UK and overseas 

□ information on UK boarding schools 

□ Advice on MOD educational allowances 

□ Educational advice to Service personnel and finance 
branches in MOD organisations 

□ Liaison with Local Education Authorities and SCE overseas 

□ Information on education legislation 

□ Advice to parents with problems concerning mandatory dis¬ 
cretionary awards 

□ Arranging escorts for children with special educational 
needs who are registered with SCE(UK) 

SCE(UK) will respond to direct enquiries from Service families 
and we wilt also provide information to other organisations and 
support services who may be working with a Service family We 
also provide training support to staff In the support services. 

We have specific expertise in boarding school advice and spe* 
clal educational needs. Our education Officers make visits to UK 
independent and state-maintained boarding schools. We can 
also put families in touch with others who have children at a par¬ 
ticular school. 

We are regularly in contact with various boarding school 
organisations and are a member of the Boarding School 
Association. Our position within the MOD makes us ideally 
placed to support families who may require information or guid* 
ance on: 

□ Change of school 

□ Issues concerning child protection 



PARK LODGE 
NURSERY & PR El 
SCHOOL 


Hrfrnihurgh‘% smalt urtUfur independent school 
* A vOxnil vm.tlf enough |C* rruble each child to work at hi 
individual level and pate 

* A vhonl when? no child is unhappy, bored of fill* to make 
excel km progress 

* A school which provide* before and after re hoot care 
(bottom - 5.-10pm) in all ckpsuirneriK 

PARK LODGE SCHfXJL 
17 Ch&rkfltc Street * Helensburgh - Duntwlnitshirc 
TEL: 014,16 67.WM1 



Cranbrook School 

Kent 

On* of the must successful schools in Britain 

• A Grunt Maintained. Mixed lA-IK Grammar School 

• Hoarding leev £ t ,900 term. No tuition costs 
t High academic standard: 

90% of student* go on lo university 

• Excellent fuc ill (Jr* 400-scat theatre, 
sports halt, astroturf, technology centre. 

• Art. Design, Music and Drama thrive 

• Weekend programme* with a wide range of 
outdoor pursuit* 

• 75 acres of ground* 

• OUSTED March 1997 says: 

This is an outstanding school.' 

For more inf or mutton pirate contact the Registrar 
at Cranbrook School, Cranbrook. Kent TNt? JJD 
Telephone 01390 712554 Fax: 0)5HO 7ISJ65 
e mail rfgt\lrur(ti cranhronk krnl irhuk 

Cranbrook School ICjM J et i.rf.i to promote 
education tn Cranbrook 



TRINITY /i\ SCHOOL 



HOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL FOR SOYS AND GIRLS 
PREPARATORY J-l I SENIOR M-19 

Trinity School is thriving: 


We have increasing pupil numbers, we cart about every individual pupil 
we have first rate exam and jr ports remits. 

On wc hdp you to decide where yout younger member* of the family will get 
an excellent "all round'' education and enjoy Miami, Art, Drama and Dance? 
(Tver 30 extra curricular activities 
A recent staiemem hum a school leaver, 

7 wj lucky to come to this School, with many 
encouraging teachers and friends “ 

Over £2 million has been spent over the Inst 5 years 
on a structured development programme 

tom wilt he warmly welcomed, when you HsU the School. 

Mease contact Lesley (tmningbam 


-TRINITY SCHOOL- 

BUCKERIDGE ROAD • TEIGNMOUTH • DEVON • TQ14 SLY 
TEL (01626) 774138 FAX (01626) 775491 

Trinity School ii a durituMc instituic for the education of children 
Maabf of ISA - Reg. Charity No 276960 - Accredited by ISC 


□ Service allowances for education* bursaries and awards 

□ Common Entrance examinations and selection processes 

□ Facilities individual schools provide 

□ Choice of subjects 

J Subjects offered and schools curriculum strengths 
J Liaison on behalf of Service parents and LEAs 

□ Guidance on parents’ and children's rights regarding 
assessment and placement. 

For further information contact HG SCE(UK). U pa von, Pewsey, 
Wilts SN9 6BE. Tel 01980 618244. Fax 01980 618245. 


Modern life taught in 
ancient atmosphere 


The Princess Helena College was founded in 1820 and is one of 
the oldest academic girls" boarding and day schools in the coun¬ 


try. 

Academic standards are high as 
hs excellent examination results 
prove and extra-curricular activi¬ 
ties arc plentiful. Boarding num¬ 
bers continue lo increase. 

The school offers a caring, fami¬ 
ly ethos and encourages and cele¬ 
brates achievement. Girls leave the 
school self-assured independent 
young women able lo cope with 
the demands of modern life. 

The college is easily accessible 


lying half an hour north of 
London, close lo the AIM. There 
are excellent transport links which 
range from the College's local 
mini-bus service to international 
links via Luton airport (15 min), 
Staftstcd (45 min), Heathrow (60 
min) and Gatwick (90 min). 

Pay a call to appreciate the safe, 
rural environment, stunning 
Queen Anne premises and the 
warm, vibrant atmosphere. 


GRAMERCY HALL SCHOOLS 

CHURSTON FERRERS, TORBAY, TQ5 QHK 

Sma& fUtndty and adt&te Nuldl tdddxcn enjoy omcuoof 




A co-educational independent day and boarding school 
tor children aged 2>f - 16+ years 

13+ scholarships available for September, 1999 



QUEEN VICTORIA 
SCHOOL 


-ScT in -15 acres of beauttfkU Perthshire countryside 

+ Stable and uninterrupted coeducational boarding for 11 -16 year olds: 

+ Quality education including school clothing at low cost - termly tees f 165; 

♦ Overall pupil teacher ratio 65 to 1; total school roll 271); 

+ Eligibility includes chi Wren of Service personnel, serving or 
have served in Scotland; + Easily accessible by road, rail or air; 

♦ Warm, friendly, lively atmosphere where pestoral care takes high priority; 

+ School hospital and resident Sitter; 

♦ Full range of curriculum following the Scottish Education system; 

♦ Extensive programme of sport, musk and extra-curricular activities; 

Visits to the School are welcome at any time , 

For tfrtmjMNL'tus ami further information or an ttirfxrintmvnt, 

the: headmaster, queen Victoria school 

DUNBLANE, PERTHSHIRE:. LK15 OJY 

Ibis 0131 310 2901 or 01786 822288 Fax: 0131 310 2926 



Independent Go-Educational Boarding and Day School for pupil* 
aged 4 to 16 


1998 DFEE PROGRESS MEASURE A 

Placed in the top 5% of UK schools for improving pupil performance 

ARMED FORCES SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE 

Wc offer specialist tuition in all subjects, a maximum class size of 20, 
learning support for the academically gifted, a renowned Dyslexic unit 
and a safe, caring rural environment. 

Saturday morning CCSE & A Level examination practice 
alt at no extra cost. 

A varied activity programme including Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme and Army Cadet Force 

Far a free prospect™ dr to arrange an interview pirate contact: 


Mrs. J. Fisher, Lime House School, Dahtoti, Carlisle* CAS 7DX 

Tel. 01228 710225 Fax. 01228 710508 
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A Navy News Advertising Feature 


Royal Ascot 
is just a 
stone's 
throw... 


NEWLANDS Preparatory School was recently included in The 
Sunday Times list of the top 500 independent schools in Britain. 

The report commented on the school s Key Stage 2 results, the 
broad curriculum and discipline, noting the improvements made 
by headmaster Oliver Price over the past year: "Newtands has a 
very strong sense ot community, which permeates the education¬ 
al and pastoral life of pupils/’ 

A new purpose-built Sports Hall was opened last September by 
Lord Cowdrey of Tonbridge, the former England cricket captain. In 
addition to a magnificent hall with maple wood sprung floor, there 
is a fully equipped dance studio and a recreational viewing 
gallery. 


mm 




illy coeducational day 
4-IK. Set in extensive 


T HE Licensed Victuallers' School is a full; 
and boarding School of 700 pupils aged 4-IK. Se 
grounds, it is just a stone's throw from Royal Ascot and ideally sit¬ 
uated within easy reach of London and the main international 
airports, 

of gniwing up. 

This is a sctuxil for all the fami¬ 
ly, providing a seamless progres- 
ign the years and across 
tUty 


one 

tural design of the school ensures 
that the needs of the pupils and 
staff are fully accommodated. 
There are eight specialist laborato¬ 
ries, a magnificent theatre with 
state-of--the-art sound and lighting 
systems, indoor swimming pod, 
sports hall and movemcnt/uancc 
studio, medical centre and four 
boarding houses. 

Both Junior and Senior school 
follow the National Curriculum 
*Plus\ but with the added feature 
of a wide range of GCSB, A-lcvcl 
and GNVQ options, catering for 
each individual pupil's strengths. 

Pupils are encouraged to give of 
their best, whether the goal is 
Oxbridge entrance, success at 
GCSE, honour on the sports field, 
artistic endeavour - or simply cop¬ 
ing with the trials and tribulations 


sbn throuj 

the full ability spectrum. 




GRENVILLE COLLEGE 

Bideford, Devon, EX39 3JR 
( e-education a I Boarding and Day 
2Vi * 18 years 1 Hoarding from age 8) 

* Caring and friendly environment 

* Staff ratio 1:9 

* Excellent academte record 

* GC$E t AS, A-levef and GNVQ courses 

* Dyslexia Unit - 29 years’ experience 

* Sixth Form Study Centre 

* Superb location for outdoor activities, dose to sea and moors 

* Extensive grounds * Strong sporting tradition 

* Stabling and exercise rides for resident pupils' ponies 

* Substantial Service bursaries - where Boarding School 
Allowance Is payable, we guarantee your contribution is 
only 10% of fees 

Tel: 01237 472212 or Fax: 01237 477020 

website - hllp^/www.grrnv ille.devcm.seh.uk 

Registered Charity H 0 JQ 6 ? I ft 


dances 
to the top 500 

ST JOHN’S SCHOOL,SIDMOUTH 

Boys & Girls 2 to 13+ 

"A Proven track record* 

{Sunday Times l 


Our realisin' easts refleet otir respect far family values, 

- only £2350 per term - 
family care and attention where each 
incli \ id u a I counts 


Write or ring tor details to: St, John's School, Broadway, 
Sidmoulh, Devon, EX 10 8RG. 

Td 0093 50984, Fax 01393 514539 
Si John’s is* chanty No. 274X64 and to provide education for children 


CHILTON CANTELO SCHOOL 

IMPORTANT 

TO: Parents wilting to invest £241 (+BSA) per term in 

their child's future, 

FROM: Chilton Cantelo, a small 'family' school 

{Dorset/Somerset borders) offering a broad 
first-class education to boys and girts aged 7-18. 

RE: Further information, please contact us today on 

(01935) 850555 to arrange a visit. 


For details of the 
next Navy News 

location Feature 

. „ ^ 

n 



The imtepemJent School information 
Service (ISIS) provides you with up 
to date information about 
independent lee paying schools 
Phone for a fret regional ISIS 
handbook giving del ads of schools 
in the South and West 


BISIS 

Independent Schools 
Information Service 


Tel: 01736 799250 

(quoting ref KHWH i Of write tfe 
ISIS (South and West), 

Trevarrack Bouse, Leiant, St Ives, 
Cornwall TR26 3HA 



—-..- 

™. 




Queenswood School 

Hertfordshire 

Independent Girls* 11-18 

Give your daughter 

THE RES T 

Academic achievement with 
a myriad of extra-curricular 
opportunities 

Do call the Registrar, 

Sue Wood, 
on 01707 652262 
for details of Tour Mornings 
and scholarships 

Brockmans Park , 
Hatfield* Hertfordshire, 

AL9 6NS 


GORDON’S SCHOOL 

WEST END 
WOKING, SURREY 
PATRON: HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
HEADMASTER: DENIS MULKERRIN MA 

Gordon's is a small. Grant Maintained, co-ed uc a Dona I school which 
caters for sonic 480 boarders aged 11 to 18, Thirty minutes from 
Heathrow, the School is situated m fifty acres of Surrey countryskk 
and has quite outstanding facilities, 

Gordon's has a strong emphasis on academic standards, self discipline, 
high expectations and traditional values. In its recent Ofsted Inspection 
Gordon's wmt ikscribcd as "a very good School with a number of 
unique features**. For the taut two years Gordon s has been ranked in 
the top twenty most improved schools in Britain. 

As a Grant Maintained School there are no tuition fees, parents pay 
only the boarding fee which is well within the Forces allowances 

For further information and School video, please contact; 

The Headmaster, Gordon's School, West End, Woking, 
Surrey GU24 9PT Td: 01276 858064, 

Gordons School it a registered Chants- w-Mr* exist/ to pnntidr 
education for children Registered Charity Ha, St2092 



THE LICENSED VICTUALLERS’ SCHOOL 

Independent co-ed ucal ion al school, 4+ to IK years day pupils, 

Boarding (full or weekly) from 7 years. 

Saturday Tour - 24th April, 1999 Open day - 18th May, 1999 


FdimkHi for thr win 4r bmih on one site Separne srf 
rantuiml Junior School 

I rat# of academic opuoitv to tiCSF, ‘AS*, X tod 

and tiXVQ Excdleni mute u all hek 

High iiiwNntml in Technology in both junior and Senior Schools 


Purpose built tttfhpta set in 2ft acre*, eudfera berime* 

foe rents*, drama and qwm lindudmq an indoor ?mtntrnstg pool) 

Eutrmhr rar^c of ettra Oirdrabr niitum 

Academic. mutfc and qiora sdtobnhips nibble for miry Wo 

many war groups, indudm£ Siuh Form. 


10% reduction in fees is available to alt HM Forces Personnel. 

tf rm uxmldlihe to riitt or mptttrfuttbrt thtalk phase tciepbnn* op imto to the fhwtmatk* Vr / MiMm tittered (Turin So: 2JOfit I 

London Road, Ascot, Berkshire SL5 SDR Tel: 01344 882770 Fax: 01344 890648 


For Advice and Support on 
Education Matters 


SERVICE 


CHILDREN'S 


EDUCATION 



TRENCHARD LINES, 
UPAVON, PEWSEY SN9 6BE 

01980 618244 



























































































Options 


almost unknown museum at HMS Collingwood is a unique reminder of... 


HOW BRITANNIA RULED 





• Lt Cdr Bill Legg, curator of HMS Collingwood s Radar and Communications Museum in one of its 
most complete displays - a ship's W/T office from the inter-war years. Pictures Jason Baker 


a group of dedicated, voluntary 
workers - among them ex-Servicc 
people who actually operated some 
ot the equipment t\pes on dMay 
And interest in tnc collection is 
crowing rhomb It is bowed 
behind the wire of a Naval estab¬ 
lishment - making group or indi¬ 
vidual visits strictly by appointment 
only - over 1,500 people saw it last 
year, 300 more tnan the previous 
12 months. 

“ Ideally, the collection should 
be outside the establishment so as 
to Ik* more accessible." said Lt ('dr 
l^egg. ‘‘We arc hoping that it might 
be transferred eventually to some¬ 
where like Portsmouth Historic 
Dockyard.” 

T he father of Naval elec¬ 
tronics, Capt Henry 
Jackson, figures promi¬ 
nently in the display. Later to 
become an Admiral of the Reel 
and First Sea Lord at the time of 
hitl.md. Jackson had a genius (or 
electronics. 

While a captain in command of 
the Torpedo School ship HMS 
Defiance, he evolved a successful 
transmitter and receiver. In 18% 
trails using the old gunboat HMS 
Scourge resulted in the successful 
transmission of a message over 
almost three miles .it ten words .i 
minute. 

All that had been done without 
knowledge of Marconi’s work, but 
soon the two men met. compared 
notes and found the tWO knnls of 
apparatus ver\ similar. By 1899 a 
version of Jackson’s set - less sensi- 
tn\c. but easier to maintain and 
more reliable than Marconi’s - was 
fitted in a number of ships. 

By 1903 the Fleet s stan¬ 
dard set consisted of an 
amalgam of Jackson and 
Marconi components, using 
the best features of each. 

By the end of the First World 
War. wireless transmission had 
progressed apace - and one of 
Collingwood’s most remarkable 
exhibits from the inter-war years is 
a complete W/T office dating from 
the early 1930s and taken from the 
fleet repair ship HMS Resource. 

Other of the museum’s riches 
include early morse equipment - 
and early radar, the aerials of 
which during the 1930s were rotat¬ 
ed by hand. 


Pride of place among the 
wartime radars are components 
from the Graf Spec, behind which 
there is an intriguing story. 

Anxious to ascertain how effec¬ 
tive enemy radar was, the British 
were desperate to get their hands 
on the equipment still m the p<K*k- 
ct battleship. She had been scuttled 
six miles off Uruguay after the 
Battle of the River Plate in 
December 1939 - but in the shal¬ 
low water her conning tower 
remained high and dry. 

The British cheekily 
bought the wreck, then sent 
out a team of Naval 
Constructors under a man 
named Ken Purvis to climb 
into the superstructure and 
remove the vital evidence. 

For the British the operation 
reaped reassuring rewards: they 
found that the German radar pos¬ 
sessed much lower frequency than 
Britain’s, demonstrating that 
Hitler was significantly behind in 
the radar stakes. 

Later in the war. the British 
maintained that lead by making a 
vital breakthrough in the develop¬ 


ment of Type 271, a radar whose 
sensitivity and accuracy could 
detect a contact as small as a U- 
boat periscope at long range. 

“It was a decisive weapon in the 
fight against the U-boats.’’ said Lt 
Cdr Lcgg. “It was the first British 
centimctric radar made possible 
through magnetron development.” 

Most sets were scrapped with 
the ships after the war, otners were 
removed and discarded when more 
up-to-date equipment became 
available. But Collingwood has a 
set and Bill Lcgg thinks it may be 
the only one to survive. 

Among the hundreds of other 
artefacts at the museum are a sil¬ 
ver-plated electric radiator and 
telephone from the Royal apart¬ 
ments of HMY Albert and 
Victoria, one of only two revolving 
drum typewriters known to be in 
existence, a working crystal set. and 
HMS Collingwoods original 
switchboard. 

“We’re still adding to the collec¬ 
tion,” said Lt Cdr Lcgg, “and we 
intend to restore as much of the 
equipment as possible to full work¬ 
ing order.” 


Warning over a history 
'in danger ol being lost' 


MUCH of the history of 
defence electronics is in 
danger of being lost 
because too few people 
are collecting information 
and recollections which 
provide the key to how 
ground-breaking equip¬ 
ment was operated. 

This is the fear of Dr John 
Beavis, Director of Bourne¬ 
mouth University’s Centre 
for the History of Defence 
Electronics - CHiDE for 
short - who, with Bill Legg is 
seeking to spread the word. 
Their latest efforts includes a 
symposium on the 1950s 
Flyplane weapon systems, 
due to be held at HMS 
Collingwood on June 4. 

“We want to bring the his¬ 


tory of this technology 
alive," he said. "Our mem¬ 
bers are designers, engi¬ 
neers. operators and main- 
tainers, but their age spec¬ 
trum is narrow. There is a 
gap in the process of recol¬ 
lections, and we want to 
record the experiences of 
younger as well as older peo¬ 
ple who have been involved 
with defence electronics. 

“Not only do we want to 
study the way technology 
changes, but also its impact 
on society. We must try to 
give this dead equipment a 
human voice.” 

Dr Beavis can be contact¬ 
ed on 01202 595169 (fax 
595255). Lt Cdr Legg of HMS 
Collingwood Museum is on 
01329 332535. 


• ABOVE: The most prized 
exhibit at the Collingwood 
Museum - the first naval wire¬ 
less transmitter. It was invent¬ 
ed by Capt Henry Jackson 
(left) who worked in parallel 
with the man credited with 
inventing radio - Marconi. 

• BELOW: Parts ot the Graf 
Spee's radar set snatched by 
British experts in a raid on the 
wreck soon after she was scut¬ 
tled off Monte-video in 1939. 
The part on the left housed the 
pocket battleships radar 
screen, while the surrounding 
pictures show the radar anten¬ 
na and her destruction in 1939. 


THE 


At the centre of this trea¬ 
sury of valves and switches 

- and an archive of over 
8,000 books and documents 

- is Lt Cdr Bill Legg, a 
retired, uniformed officer 
who has presided over the 
museum’s expansion as a 
unique, international collec¬ 
tion. 


“Collingwood’s Radar and 
Communications Museum was 
established here in 1946 when the 
Naval Electronics Branch was 
formed,” he said. “At first it just 
amounted to a few bits of equip¬ 
ment on benches in a laboratory, 
but gradually expanded to occupy 
an instructional cinema and. 12 
years ago, three one-storey build¬ 
ings.” 

Lt Cdr Lcgg relies on the help of 


CCUPYING three 
small buildings in 
HMS Collingwood 
of the most histor¬ 
ically important - yet lit¬ 
tle known - collections 
of naval electronic equip¬ 
ment in the world, writes 
Anton Hanney. 

Salvaged, donated, discov¬ 
ered, preserved, it has been 
carefully husbanded by the 
Navys weapon and electrical 
engineering school over the 
years and now* - in seemingly 
eccentric sculptures of wood, 
metal and Bakelite - it repre¬ 
sents the tangible story of the 
development of electrical engi¬ 
neering at sea. 

Here are the brass spheres, 
metal drums, rods and wiring by 
which a torpedo school captain 
rivalled Marconi’s invention ... 

Here, from the scuttled pocket 
battleship Graf Spec, is the sal¬ 
vaged remains of a radar set 
recovered in an operation mount¬ 
ed to answer urgent questions 
about how advanced in electronic 
warfare the enemy had become ... 

Here. tiH>. is perhaps the onl\ 
surviving example of the first high¬ 
ly effective shipboard radar which 
helped to turn the tide against 
Hitler’s U-boats. 


o 
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Miscellaneous 




NAVAL. THEME 

REUNIONS AT SEA 

Up spirits on a 3 Day Mini Cruise to Spain 

REUNIONS ASHORE 

in a 3 star Portsmouth Hotel 
Full Programme Dinner Dance 

OVERSEAS 

Group Travel Worldwide 

SEA UNIONS 

26 Bath Lane, Fareham, 

Hants. POI6 ODH Tel/Fax 01329 281590 



.‘Am 

Stuck for gift ideas for 
the lady in your life? 

Why not surprise her with a sutniriprion to 7 u» Lury+nS. 
Fach month we tend your loved one a matching tet - 
hand gift-wrapped with a personal message. 

Phone or fat tor hi n her dcuih and a free colour brochure. 

• r /vM' {i/tyeric 
PO Box 10595. London SWIV 4ZH 
U 0171-834 8899 fin 0171 8941199 

. 77tr . ff/^/f fmr/erre lA'o/t/r 


2J 




3lowers sent to any 
address in tA.K. or 
Jor all occasions — 

Someone some where t% waiting to hear from you. 


Bouquet - Rose % - 12 Red or Pink or Yellow Cl 185 

Bouquet - Rotes 24 Red or Pink or Yellow C1B.50 

Bouquet - Cemetiont • Mixed/Pink/Yellow, 12 Blooms C12.50 

Bouquet - Rose s/CemettonsJ Free sis, 30 Blooms Cl 7.50 

Bouquet - Freest* 4 Ferns, 40 Blooms £14.75 


Bouquet - Roses/Sp. Cers/CemeBons 4 Freest* etc. 50 Blms C22.50 


AJJ CttiH C aril Accepfetf /Please Md esp Pale er tss*» ssmSst) Fists* make Caefees **r*H» it 

Joys Roses & Flowers, Flamingo, St Sampsons, Guernsey, C.l. GY2 4WB 

Tel: 01481 46708 Fax: 01481 43406 


WELCOME ASHORE! 

The Royal Alfred was established in IK65 to alleviate distress among 
seafarer, both serving and retired, and their widows. 

Today the Society provides full nursing care, as well as residential 
and sheltered accommodation, at establishments in rural Surrey and in 
Eastbourne. Convalescent and respite care is also available. 

For further information, including the availability of accommodation, 
please contact the General Secretary. 


Royal Alfred 

SEAFARERS’ SOCIETY 

Weston Acres. Room 30. Woodmansterne Lane. Banstead. Surrey SM7 3HB 
Tel: 01737 352231 Reg Chanty 209776 

Hr rely heavily upon donations and legacies to achieve our charitable objects. 
Please help us now with your gift, and remember the Society in your will. 




RUGBY UNION 
ROYAL NAVY V THE ARMY 

at Twickenham 
Saturday 24th April 1999 
KO 15.00 hrs 



- Visit the RN Rugby Union shop In the west car park - 

RN Playing Shirts 100% cotton £24.00 

Polo Shirts 100% cotton £14 00 

Sweat Shirts poly/cotton £15.00 

T Shirts 100% cotton £10 00 

All above navy with white emblem, sizes 38/40,42/44,46/48,50/52 
RNRU Ties navy with gold motif £7.50 

LA Baseball Hat navy brushed cotton/ 

white RN Rugby emblem £8 00 
RN Interservice Championship Video 1995 £6.00 


Orders by Tet/Letter to Lt. Cdr. C. S. Pride. WellparV House, Albaston. Gunmstake. 
Cornwall. PL18 9AB Tel(H) 01822 834297, (W) 0171 30 53938 
Cheques payable to RNRU Merchandising Postage/Peckegmg Under C20 - £210. £20-00 - £360. 
_ C40-f80 - £4 80. f80-C100 - €6 20. Owr C100 FREE _ 


To advertise phone Debbie on 01705 725062. 


SING ’EM AGAIN! 

55 NAVY SONGS ON THREE CASSE l IE l IPES 

ris Tilt: saval sriRrr.-ROVSD Tin: buoy","Sauy tree a\i> easy") 

SING BY THE SONG BO’St N 

CYRIL TAWNEY 

"FL U OF RIFF AND IRONIC Nl'MOl R. NOSTALGIA AND SADNESS”-'***} News*. 

Price (inc. p.&p.i: tX.OO each cassette (UK/BFFO only. Khrwhetr €9.00 per cassette! 

(All osersras pasments in Sterling b> IMO or cheque drawn on a British hank, please) 
Orders and enquiries to CYRIL TAWNEY, 521 Wranwood Kind. LEEDS. LS6 4AW. 


Take off! 

at the West Country’s best aviation attraction 



Siting development ol * 


Step back in time... follcnc the paths of the 
people, ships amt aircraft that made history'. 
*Fty aboard’ our Aircraft carrier , see hotc 
sailors live, eat and work at sea ... 



• FREE CAR PARK • LICENSED THEMED RESTAURANTS 

• EXCELLENT DISABLED FACILITIES • PICNIC AREA • SOUVENIR SHOP 
• AIRFIELD VIEWING GALLERIES • CHILDREN'S ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND 
& NEW VIDEO ARCADE 

FLEET AIR ARM 

MLSLUM 

AHAS 'terftefi ncfwtt* So-^ne* 6AJJ «mT OiftlSMCMS Fact*"* OinSMOW 

Located oft US Junction 25. A303 on B31S1 at ANAS YeovtUon 



8x magnification weighing in at 
only 62 grams and branded with 
the Royal Navy Crown. Made 
from Aluminium, with a 
focusable eyepiece... In every 
way a professional tool. Easily 
pocketable... for any outdoor 
event, concert and theatre or 
even simply to watch the birds! 

Small nylon carrying case 
included. 

£ 31.99 each UK 

(Surface Mail Abroad 
please add 75p) 


Traditional stainless- 
steel 7oz spirit flask 
features a captive top 
(means you can't lose 
it). Because it's 
stainless it's very tough 
and will delight your 
descendants in years 
to come. 

Branded with the Royal 
Navy Crown. 

£ 16.99 each UK 

(Surface Mall Abroad 
please add 75p) 


To order any item on this page write to 

The Business Manager (EFX4 99), Navy News. HMS Nelson. Portsmouth, POI 3HH. 
Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by 
Cheque International Money Order in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank or for payment by Credit 
Card Switch Solo. UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 29 days for delivery NB NOTE NOT ACTUAL SIZE 


mobiles direct 
is proud to announce 
‘navy call’ 

the mobile communications package 
^ for Navy personnel, civilian staff 

and family members ONLY. 


mobiles direct has developed 
an exclusive package which 
leaves everyone else high and 
dry. ‘Navy Call’ brings you 
several important benefits. 

For example, you can join First 
for Famies and get FREE 
discounts of 10% on peak rate 
calls and 50% on off-peak calls 
made to up to 10 numbers of 
your choice! 

Save up to 73p per minute 

With International CaltSaver 
you can save up to 73p per 
minute on international peak 
rate calls. 

NO CREDIT CHECK for 
non-civilian personnel. 


Ericsson 628 

TOhr standby 
I on battery 


mobiles 
► direct 



Our offer includes: 
raff Mobile phone 
raff Connection 
raff 3 year warranty 
FRff £5 worth of calls per month 
raff £10 voucher (allows you to 
choose your own number) 
raff 500 minutes weekend calls 
FRff Leather case 
raff In-car charger 
FRff Portable hands free kit 
raff Delivery in the UK 
FRff connection toCellnet First 

Calls from jutt I p per minute. 

Cal charges Al pnees INCLUDE VAT 2p per mn 
Weekend. I Op Off Peak. 37p Peak Fnt lor 
Farrafces Ip per mn weekend. Sp Off Peak 33 Sp 
Peak, law Rental 17 50 kermed b*r* 129 

To order simply call 

01695 559 550 

Open 9am -9pm 


» wtfwy m* tf m 






cellnet 
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First all-new car for 20 years - and it’s Car of the Year 



F=OF=*CES 



MILITARY KIT, PERSONAL 
ACCIDENT OR DEATH COVER 
INSURANCE WITH OUR 


otor 
Insurance 


» Preferential rates and exclusive schemes for H.M.Forces 
Immediate cover and monthly payment schemes 




• Open 365 days a year. 



• The new Rover 75 u sets 
new standards of styling , 
interior design , ride com¬ 
fort and refinement in a 
hugely demanding class ’’. 

- Julian Rendell, editor 
What Car magazine 


Kit & Motor Cover 

Buy 2 Save 10% 


Arrange both your kit insurance and your motor insurance 
through Naafi Financial Services and save 10% on your annual 
motor insurance premium cost. You'll get a truly unique package 
of benefits, which have been especially designed with our Service 
customers in mind. Here are some of the benefits: 


Kit & contents insurance 


Motor insurance 

• All your personal belongings 
protected for 'All-Risks' 


• Pan-European policy allowing 


freedom of travel throughout the 

• Protection at home, posted 


Europeen Community 

overseas AND in transit. 


• Free RAC roadside and home 

• Includes £500 cash and credit 


assistance 

card cover 


• Unique discount rating system 

• Includes £1 m third party liability 


based on driver experience 

• Claims settled on new-for-old basis 


• Award winning claim service open 
24 Hours a day, 365 days a year 


For an immediate quote and more information ask at 
any branch of Naafi Financial Services or phone free on: 

00800 76 76 77 77 (Germany & UK only) 
+44 1603 205 209 (World-wide) 

Lines are open Monday to Friday, 8am to 8pm & 8am to 2pm Saturday (UK times) 

^WARRIOR 

Warrior Group Limited, Weald House, 88 Main Road, Sundridge, Sevenoaks, TN14 6ER. Registered in England No.3302028. Motor insurance 
policies are underwritten by Norwich Union Insurance Limited, Registered in England no. 99122. Registered office: 8 Surrey Street, Norwich, NR1 3NG. 
Member of the Association of British Insurers. Member of the Insurance Ombudsman Bureau. For our joint protection calls my be recorded. 


Winning start 
for Rover 
executive 


THE NEW Rover 75 executive car has got off to a 
winning start months before it goes on sale, named 
Car of the Year by What Car? magazine, beating 15 
other category winners for outright honours after 
taking the award for best compact executive car. 


“The 75 sets new standards 
of styling, interior design, ride 
comfort and refinement in a 
hugely demanding daw," said 
editor Julian Rendell. 

Proclaimed as Rover's first all- 
new car for 20 years, the 75 is crit¬ 
ical to the ftrtuve <>t Rovei under 
BMW’s ownership. 

Although unveiled at last 
October’s Birmingham motor 
show, the first cars will not he 
delivered to customers until mid- 
June. and these will he the Club 
and Connoisseur versions priced 
from £19.525 for the 1.8 Club, ris¬ 
ing to £25.625 for the 2.5-litre V6 
Connoisseur SE. 

The entry-level Classic mixlels, 
with prices from £18,250, will not 
he available until the end of the 
year. 

But while taking styling cues 
from the Rovers of the 1940s and 
50s. and the name from the classic 
Rovers of the same era. it is a thor¬ 
oughly rmxJcrn range. There will 


he a choice of 1.8, 2-litre and 2.5 
V6 petrol engines, plus a 2-litre 
diesel - a super-refined BMW 
turho diesel power plant - and 
choice of five-speed Getrae manu¬ 
al or five-speed Jatco clctronic 
transmissions. 

I he result oi a £700 million 
investment programme, the up¬ 
market new Rovers all have elec¬ 
tric front windows, full-width 
wooden dashboard, dual-hardness 
“armchair” scats, leather trim¬ 
mings. six-speaker radio/cassette, 
and pollen filler. Safety features 
include zinc-coated high-strength 
steels, four-wheel sensing ABS 
brakes, electronic brake-force dis¬ 
tribution and front and side 
airbagi Km the front seal occu¬ 
pants. 

Club models gain air condition¬ 
ing. alloy wheels and rear electric 
windows, while the Connoisseurs 
add leather seats, powered and 
healed in the front, and details like 
chrome mirrors and passenger 
lumbar support. 


JUST THE NEWS THE NAVY NEEDS! 

CALL US NOW FOR YOUR 



Discounts! 


ON CHRYSLER . JEEP . MAZDA 
All the facts you need to get 
the very best new car package 

EVEN IN THE UK are here - 
in the brand new 1999 
SCE Services Savings Guide 
and you can get your copy 
ABSOLUTELY FREE -just 
call us on (UK) 

01367-241225 

right now! 


MG . ROVER 






SCE 


OR WRITE TO US AT 
DIRT N49, PO BOX 177, 
FARINGDON, OXON, UK, SN7 7EW 































Satellite navigation 
in new Mitsubishi 


M itsubishi 

has long 
excelled in the 
up-market 4X4 
niche with the Shogun 
range hut now it has a new 
addition called the 
Challenger which is more 
aliordahlc hut just as able 
and with all the presence 
you expect from the stable, 
writes Glynn Williams. 

Although it has the capabili¬ 
ties and ground clearance for 
off-roading, this is more the 
machine for the urban cowb 


tor girl) who likes to ride high 
tor better command of tne 
md and emoj a robust all- 
rounder which drives like a car 
rather than an agricultural 
spin-off. 

Prices start at just under £20,400 
for the 2.5 turbo diesel GLX which 
has dual airbags in the front and 
electric sunroof and mirrors, and 
the part-time four-wheel-drive fit¬ 
ted across the range which means 
that most of the time you simply 
use rcar-whcel-drive boosting 
economy. 

Main rivals in the price range 
.nnl spccitic.it ion are the Jeep 
Cherokee, Vauxhall Frontcra and 
Nissan Tcrrano. 

The Challenger model tested 
was the GLS trim 2.5 turbo diesel, 
which is priced at £23,675 and has 
a high standard specification, 
adding anti-hx'k brakes, air condi¬ 
tioning, electric windows front and 
rear, roof rails and front fog lights. 

There are also countless option¬ 
al extras, like wheel arch exten¬ 
sions at around £3CK) the set. and a 
hoot liner tray for £92.53 - ideal if 
mb 16 taking i he dogs out mater- 
fy or enjoy other messy pursuits. 

But the test car had another 
extra which is .t re.il boon for those 
wlu> RMBI the country callme .it 
obscure destinations - satellite 
navigation. The Philips CAKiN 
system costs from £1.399 but fits in 
tne space of a normal stereo. Key 
in your destination down to the 


CAR FACTS 


MODEL: Mitsubishi Challenger 
2.5TD GLS five-door. 

PRICE: £23,675 

ENGINE: 2.5-litre turbo diesel 
producing 98bhp. 
TRANSMISSION: Part-time 
four-wheel-drive with limited 
slip differential, high and low 
ratios and five-speed manual 
change. 

ECONOMY: 29mpg combined 
cycle. 

PERFORMANCE: 90mph maxi¬ 
mum. 

INSURANCE: Group 14 (provi¬ 
sional). 


BUM 



pomnoum whs -sjwjrnr 'wuc swwbi 

Refused a Loan? 

NEED A CAR? 
CREDIT? GET IT! 

ON A CAR 

REGARDLESS OF HISTORY 
80 CARS AVAILABLE 

firm* tat C* Stfc M tort N M 01JB OTTO 
IWqtatteS*UIMyNUIMBIl« 

• 6 Months free Tax tor at Naval personnel • 

<^08007311288 




ATTENTION! 

ALL H.M. 
ARMED FORCES 


motoring tv presenter 

LOUISE BRADY 

*t d B* to think I know my cars and 
I know that if you're struggling to 
get car finance. MED can get you 
back on the road.* 


DON’T LET YOUR 

PAST CREDIT 
PROBLEMS 

STOP YOU FROM 
BUYING THE QUALITY 
CAR YOU DESERVE! 


WE CAN APPROVE 

YOU 

FOR CAR CREDIT 
WITHIN ONE HOUR! 


LINES ARE OPEN 
24 HOURS A DAY 
7 DAYS A WEEK! 


CALL US MOW 
AMD 

DRIVE AWAY 


• The new Mitsubishi Challenger - a more affordable 4X4 



name of the street and it will take 
you there, with dear voice mes¬ 
sages and a visual display, giving 
ample advance notice of turnings 
you need to prepare for. 

It doesn’t take the most direct 
route, sending you dow obscure 
lanes, but the best optimum, mak¬ 
ing the most of nolucwajfi tad A 


roads and I found it spot-on for my 
regular runs 

But back to the Challenger 
itself, it's roomy but not so high 
that it precludes entry to multi¬ 
storey car parks or special hooking 
on ferries and the Channel Shuttle. 
In fact n is designed to fit the stan¬ 
dard garage!. 


It drives extremely well, surpris¬ 
ingly responsive and yet also 
impressively frugal for this class, 
happily averaging around 30mpg. 
and queitly and smoothly at that - 
you easily forget it's .1 diesel 
And it also has presence; it’s a 
good-looker that’s going to be 
around for a long time to come. 



MOTOR 

FINANCE 


GCTS YOU SACK OH THE ROAD! 


0800 
052 • IOOO 

BRANCHES NATIONWIDE 


•All applications accepted subject to status. Licensed Credit Brokers 
Written details on request. Credit available only on cars supplied by MFD 


Armed & 
Services 
Finance 



We are the Forces specialists and we 
now have a range of preferential 
rates available to all Royal Navy 
personnel regardless of rank or trade. 

Tn tree am pad «h on to* nfeol fcMMN t* ttt 
to get mon for you money. I you're tatino lor a new or, 
caravan or nolofcydt you mtd to be talking to ot first 


Call today on -01733 555652 


4 Flag Business Exchange Vicarage Farm Road Peterborough Cambs PE15TX 


IF IT'S 


A NEW 
A USED 




CAR or 

CAR, 



For either UK TAX PAID 

or TAX FREE EXPORT 

contact Peugeot’s No. 1 supplier to HM Forces. 


For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to 
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call 
Colin Cluhley on UK 01980 653434 or write: 

Rangers TMS Ltd. FREEPOST. Bedford Rd, Durrington SP4 8BR 


RANGERS 


MILITARY SALES 



ikviiiui 


Our special Tax Free new car discounts on a 
wide range of makes, are also available on 
many models for Tax Paid UK use, giving 
exceptional savings . 

All entitled personnel need to do is order a cor whilst 
out of the UK and your cor will meet you on your return 
home! If you ore based in the UK and have military I D 
then the some terms apply lor Peugeot, Skoda and 
Hyundai, with special deals on Ford, Vauxhall, VW and 
Audi through our unique Partner Plan 
Of course, you will also receive the 
renowned NATOCARS' service and everything is 
conducted easily by phone, fax or post All is explained 
in our comprehensive Car Buying Guide • prices, 
model brochures, part exchange, low rote finance with 
repayment protection; discounted insurance with 
maximum no claims bonus ond delivery anywhere it 
suits! 

The same service is available for our 
Guaranteed Quality Used Car Scheme with a 
range of benefits including: 

• 14 day no quibble exchange, 

• RAC inspection and report, 

• Comprehensive warranty, 

• Breakdown insuronce ond 
insurance write off check, 

Buying your next car, Tax Free, Tax Paid or 
used should be an enjoyable, hassle-free 
experience and with over 35 years of 
delivering total satisfaction, Natocars know 
how to make it just that. WE GUARANTEE fTJ 


Can yOU afford not to buy from Natocars? 


VOLVO 


w 

■ft** Ham* 

1 11 r > . 3 


rx NATOCARS 

A Rewarding Experience 

Natocars lid • Wylds Rood • Bridgwater • Somerset • TA6 4BH 
IT 01278 455555 • Fax: 01278 450396 •E-mail: salesQnotocars.co uk 
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NoticeBoard 



Appointments 


Capt A. P. Dickson to be CO 
HMS Endurance. May 25. 

Cdr S. J. Shield to be CO HMS 
TaJent, Aug. 3. 

Cdr S. W. Garrett to be CO 
HMS Turbulent. July 6. 

Lt Col G. S. Robison to be CO 
45 Cdo. July 27. 

Lt Cdr D. C. Robertson to be 
CO HMS Ledbury. Aug. 17. 

Lt P. N. E. Adams to be OIC 
University RN Unit. Southampton, 
and CO HMS Blazer May 177 

Lt I. C. Wiseman to be OIC 
University RN Unit, Aberdeen and 
CO HMS Archer. May 18. 


Points 


THE FOLLOW##* shows the total ports of 
the men and women at the lop of each 
advancement rosier tor patty officer and toa* 
mg rales m M arch after issue ot B13» 

Imermednnes (lot) ndcates that person 
net can bo advanced before hey are efegfcto 
lo receive merit ports or betore the roster 
can be adjusted to take account of hem 
This i 


rosters are he ho^c reap* of the top ebgtoie 
personnel The number foffowmg the ports 
(or basic dale) it he number advanced m 


CCHE AML Int (3.4 96). Ntf. CCMEAEL 
lot (5 6 90). 1 CCMEAMLSM Int (10 9 96). 
Ntf. CCMEAELSM Ory. Ntf CCWEAADC 
Ini (11 12 96). Nil. CCWEAWDO Int 
(11 12 96). 1; CCWEAADCSM Dry. Ntf; 
CCWEAWDOSM Dry. Ntf. CCWEASWS- 
NAVSM Dry. Ntf CCWEASWSTECSM 
Ory. Nil. CCAEAM 148 (1 9 97). Nil 
CCAEAR - Ory. Ntf; CCAEAWL 299 
(1.1 96). Ntf 

POflEWHO) ■ 347 (15.11 94). 1 LS(EW) 
tot (13 1.96). 1; PO<M) 206 (13Z.96). 4; 
LS(tf) 206 (16.196). 1; PO(R) 444 
(17 5 94). 3: LS(R) tot (14.1 97). Ntf; PO<S) 
* 158 (14 5 96). 2; LS(S) 231 (14.11 95). 
Ntf. PCHO) 477 (14 6 94). 1; L$(0) 728 
(9 6 92). 1; POpffWVO) • tot (9 6 96). Ntf; 
LaOlfW) - tot (11.3.97). Nil; POfSH) • 496 
(14 6 94). Ntf. LS(8II) * 91 (15.10 96). Ntf. 
POfSEA) 691 (15 9 92). 1 

POCY Ory. Ntf. POCO 614 (8.6.93). 
Ntf LRO tot (9-2 99). 1; POPT 563 
(12 10 93). Ntf. RPO 783 (7.7 92). Ntf. 
kOMGM(LXOS) tot (26 11.96). 2. LMEM- 
(LXGS) Int (11 4 96). 2: POtfEMAIXOS) * 
314 (1 6 95). Ntf LMEMnflMOil - 215 
(1 11 96). 6; POWEMfO) 256 (5 9 95). 1; 
LWE 14(0) • 285 (29 3 95). Ntf; POWEM- 
(im - 262 (4 7.95). 5; LWEI4(R)(GS) 
422 (6 5 94). 1; POCA<GS) • 605 (23 3 93). 
1; LCH(GS) 568 (5 3 93). 2: POSTO(GS) 
894 (29 5 91). 1; LST(GS) • 452 (16.6 94). 
Ntf. POSA(GS) 492 (6 3 94). 1; LSA<GS) - 
129 (24 7 96). I POWTR(GS) S90 
(23 1193). 1; LWIVIfQS)- 530(21.1 94). 2. 
POMA tot (11.3 97). 1; LMA - 112 (9 7 96). 
2. POfSMSItfHO) 718 (6.10,92). 2; 
LS<SXSM) - 681 (7 4 93). 2; POfTSXSM) 
563 (31 8 93). Ntf; LS(TSHS4I) 582 


Deaths 


AEM2 James Christopher Michael 
Penmen Gough HMS Suftan March 16 

Vice Admiral Sir Hugh Martoll KBE. C8 
Chwf ot Aked Staff. Mo dHsrranean, Aegean 
and Black Sea 196567 Served 1926 67 
Slaps Barham. Danae. Dundalk. Siupjack. 
Norfolk. Excellent. Nelson, look pari in 
Dunkirk evacuation Berwick (Arctic con 
voys). Mustnous (East todtos and PacAc). 
Stuys (CO). Drake. St Angelo. B^bury Bay 
(GO and Capt 7th Frigate Ftobla) As 
Commodore, overal opr*<atonal commander 
lor nuclear tests at Monte Belo Islands off 
Western Australia 1956 CO HMS EiceAent. 
Director of Tactical and Weapons Pokey 
1959-62. Admiral Commanrkng Revvas and 
Director Naval Recruiting 1962 65 Life 
Member RN Satfmg Association and Naval 
Club Aged 86 

Capt Bernard MacIntyre DSC and Bar 

first Director Pubkc Relations (Navy) 1964. 
replacing title ot Chief of Naval Information 
Served 1939-68 Stops Ajax (Battle of River 
Plate) Mervkp (E boat actions. DSC). Rapid 
(Atlantic convoys. East Indies - Sabang and 
Andaman Is. DSC). Duke of York. RN Trials 
Unit (CO). Ocean (Sow) Caesar (CO A Cap! 
D8 - Borneo). Kent (CO) Feb 4. Aged 76. 

Cdr John Burflefd MVO DSC and Bar. 
served 1935 59 Stops Hood. Danae. 
Havock - attacked by bombers and subma 
rme during Spanish Crvtf War. Atlantic con 
voys. Narvik (boarding officer), with HMS 
Hasty capturod Italian submanne (MID) 
Matapan (Havock sank destroyer. DSC). 
Mediterranean convoys. Crete. Second 
Battle of Sme (MID), torpedoed 1942 (cap- 
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THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the April head¬ 
lines of past decades ... 

40 years ago 


• HMS Tiger working up in April 1959. She was 
“ ‘push-butte 


hailed as the first ’ 


Ton’ warship. 


30 years ago 


COMMENTING on the Soviet Fleet’s incursion into 
the Atlantic. Navy News said: “While the Royal 
Navy is withdrawing from its worldwide role, and 
America is getting alarmed about aged warships, 
the Russians are tycoons in the maritime business, 
showing the world a brand-new fleet." 


THE NEW cruiser HMS Tiger commissioned at the 20 years 300 

Clydebank yard of John Brown. Following her ---—— 

launch in 1945 work on her was suspended until 
the decision to go ahead with a redesigned ship 
was made in 1954 Her Commanding Officer. Capt 
R. E. Washboum. said during the commissioning 
ceremony that with the Tiger, push-button warfare 
had arrived. 

HM submarine Andrew was taking part in the 
filming in Australia of Neville Shute’s novel On the 
Beach, starring Gregory Peck. The Andrew was 
playing the fictional submarine USS Sawfish. 


THE ROYAL Navy was facina a crisis over the loss 
of skilled men. said the First Sea Lord. Admiral Sir 
Terence Lewin. Men were leaving the Service not 
because they did not enjoy the life, but because 
the pay was not good enough compared with that 
in civilian life. 

HMS Glasgow, the Navy’s latest Type 42 
destroyer, was officially handed over at 
Portsmouth after a stormy passage from the 
Wallsend shipyard of her builders. Swan Hunter. 


(10 6 93). Ntf PORS<SM) 3 
Ntf; LRO(SM) 95(15 10.96). 


348 (11.10 94). 


POMEM(LHSM) tot (6-2 96). Ni; LMEM- 

(LMSM) tot (13 3 97). 1; T- 

.Ntf; LMEM(MXSM) c 


(RfcSM) 679(3 11 92). n£TwQ 4(R)(SM) 
968 (19.3.91). 1; -_0r *jw 


LSA/SM) 


Int (4 12 97). 1; 
1; LWTRf!- ‘ 


(SM) • Int (25 4 97). 1; 
(3.12 97). Ni; LCH(SM) 


735 (3.11 91). Ntf. P OSTP(8lf) • 815 
(11 3.91). Nil LSTO(SM) 063 (19.2 91). Ntf. 
POAfAH) • 712 (13 10.92). 2; UMAH) • 477 
(19.10 93). Ntf. POA(METOC) - Dry. Ntf; 
LA<IMnT>C) tot <2 10.97). Ntf; POA<f»HOT) 
• 1065 (5 6 90). Nil. POA/SE) 834 
(16 11.91). 2. LA(SE) - tot (11.3.97) 2. 
POACMN 555(10 6 93). Ni; POAC Dry 
1. POAEM(M) tot M 10.96). 2; LAEM(M) 
- mA - tot (1.10.96), 


469 (17.2.94). 5. 

2; LAEMfR) 627 (25.2.93). 2 POAEM(L) 
Dry. Ntf; LAEM(L) 479 (21 10.93). 2. 


turad by Vichy Franch. Aigwrs - Iterated 
Nov 42). HMS Lochatfort (Combined Ope 
base. Inverness). Fautknor (D Day) Byron 
(CO. sank U-boM m company with HMS 
Rlzroy - Bar to DSC). HMS Royal Arthur 
(postwar). Troubndge (CO). HMS 
Pembroke. Naval Adviser to Malaya 196*59 
Aged 81. 

Capt Glendennlng (Joe) Blarney C8E. 

Supply Officer to Medtferrmwi Fleet 195* 
56. Secretary to First Sea Lord 194041. 
Head of BnesJi Naval Staff Washington 1941 
42. Secretary to C «i-C Portsmouth 1942-45 
and 1946 50 Stops Constance. Ambrose. 
Markaay. Cumberland. President St Angelo. 
Wamor. Dototon. Victory Naval Member of 
Naaft 1954 56 Member of Association ot RN 
Officers Aged 92 

Capt Reg Bonnet VRD. RNVR. wartime 
FAA pilot and as a Senior Post Office Director 
farted RNR Postal Branch at its inauguration 
m 1953 Las Director Naval Mails 
(Designate) Member of Postal and Courier 
Officers Association 

i Denning DSC. who as a sub 
1NVR m the 


POW(R) 446(17 5 94). Ntf POW(RS) 
698 (5 1 93). 3; LWRO - Ory. Ntf POWPT - 
Dry. Nil. RPOW 740 (3.1192). Nil; 
POWCA Ory. Ntf LWCH Dry Nil. POW 
STD 875 (9 4 92). 1 LWSTO 546 
(21 10 93). 2; POWSA 310 (1.8.95). Ntf. 
LWSA - Dry. m POWWTR 570(20 9 93). 
Ntf; LWWTR 467 (24 3 94). Ni POW- 
WTR(G) Int (11 7 97). Ntf. POW(METOC) 
Dry. Ntf LW(METOC) - Dry. Ntf. POWPMOT 
• 494 (5 10 93). Ntf POWAEM(M) Dry. Nil. 
IWAami) - Dry. Ntf; POWAEM(R) Ory. 
Ntf. LWAEM(R) Ory. Nil POWA£M(L) 
Ory. Ni; LWAEM(L) Ory. Ntf. POWETS 
1087 (15.11.90). Ml LWETS 631 (22 9 92). 
Ntf. LWTEL 758(3 12 91), Nil; POWWA - 
642 (10 3 93). Ntf. LWWA 380 (7.9 94). Ntf 
POWDHYG tot (17 11 97). Nil POWD- 
SA • Int (30 1.97). Nil. LWDSA - Int 
(101296). Ntf. PO€N(G) • Dry. Ntf; LEN(G) 
Dry. Nil; PONN • 157 (14 5 96). Nil; 
POMA(Q) Ory. Ntf LMA(Q) Dry. Ntf 


and as test pilot ftytoo Spitfires tor Vickers 
Supermarme from 1942 Post war designer 
and butfder of hovercraft. Jan 5. aged 90 


PO(AWW) - Ini (17.12.96). Nil; 
LOM(AWW) tot (9.6 96). Ntf. PO(AWT) • tot 

(2.10.97) . Ntf. LOM(AWT) • tot (14 7 96). Ntf. 
PO(UW) tol(212 96). Nil; LOM(UW) tot 
(5396). 2; POCEW) tot (24 7 97). Ntf; 
LOM(EW) tot (25 3 96). Ntf PO(MW) Int 

(15.7.97) , Ntf. LOM(MW) Int (9 6 96). 4; 
PO(C) tot (17 8 96). Nil LOM(C) Int 
(17.2 90). 8; POfSSM) tot (16 2 96). Ntf. 
LOM(SSM) - Int (29 7.97). Ntf. PO(TSM) 77 
(i4.li 96). Ntf; Lomnsai) - im ( 29197 ). 
Nil; PCKCSM) 263 (10 10 95). Nil; 
LOM(CSM) Ory. Ni; PO(WSM) 315 
(2.5 95). 3 LOMiWSM) 645 (2 *92). 2. 

Base date for female ratings m the foftow 
mg cate gory w hich has no examination tor 
the next runner rate, s appked m accordance 
with BR1066 Chapter 22: 

POWTEL • 929 (1.4.93). Ni. 

The number of Bl3s issued m the lemale 
categories are those advanced from the 
female shot 


24 took part m the successful attack on a 
floating dock at Bergen. Norway m 1944. and 
as RrM Lieutenant of XE 5 took part to the 
succaaaful operatio n to put out of action the 
Japanese submanne telegraph cables off 
Hong Kona Post war m Overseas Civil 
Service m Africa Founder and chairman of 
Winchester Group of Schizophrenia 
Foundation Aged 75 

Don Robertson AFC. wartime Fleet Air 
Arm flghiar ptfot and last pilot. Served with 
809 NAB m HMS Victorious (Arctic convoys) 


Royal Fleet AuxAary Post war BOAC ptfot 
and navigator. MP tor Southampton Test 
1970-74 and 197*97 

Cdr Christopher Henry Rankin RN 
(reld) Feb. 17. aged 84 

R1 Rev Neville Welch Organising 
Secretary of Eastern Oat of Maaions to 
Seamen 1934 39. Chapiam of Naval Trwnmg 
Ship Exmouth 1939 40 First Suffragan 
Bishop of Bradwefl 196*73 Aged 92 

Ernest (Kltch) Tempi*man ex CPO. 
served 193*65 Sh ips For ward. Sussex, 
minesweepers and trawlers in North and 
South Atlantic and Mediterranean Dec. 13. 
aged 84 

Guy Hamilton. Arctic convoys veteran 
member of HMS Opport u ne AnodaBon 
Nov 27. 

S. Osborne Arctic convoys veteran, 
member ol HMS Opportune Association Jan 

23 

B. E. (Bamy) Foster ex CPOCA and 
CPOSTD. served 194*70 Sfsps Crossbow. 
Pwcher. Pelican. Afnkander. Adamant 
Eskimo. Cambnan Jan . aged 69 

John Francis McCurry. ex CPOCK 
served 1971 95 Ships Dryad. Tiger 
Neptune. Rooks, Drake. Fearless. Sinus 
Nelson. Invmabfe. Iltustnous. Scyka Sultan 
Dec 24 

Harry Barker wartime craftsman etec tn 
aan. member of York*, branch of FAA 


John Frederick. ex LSM. served 195* 
57 SNps indefatigable. Gambia. Vgtfant. 
Newtoundtond. Raleigh Drake Member of 
Sidmouth & District Royal Naval Old 
Comrades Jwi 25. aged 67 

Cyril Key Ships included LSTs 305 wid 
403 Member of LST Club 

K. E. (Ken) Sparrow ex AB gunner, 
served 194*47. Ships Radpole 
(Mertterranean. E todtos. Pacific) Jan. 31 
Rev George William Glew. chaplain to 
Kent branch of FAA Association and 
Canterbury Sea Cadet unit Jan 4 

Terence Price. PO Sto . served 194046 
StMpe mciuded Tattoo. Hermes (survivor) to 
Puerto Rico. Dec . aged 79. 

Fred Harris, ex PO. HMS Opportune 
(Arctic convoys) Jan. 13. aged 85 

W. T. (Bill) Smith ex PO engineer, 
served m RN Patrol Service »n WW1I 

Irvine Penny. ex-POSEA. served 1947- 
71 Sh*» Vanguard. Chivalrous. Cochrane. 
Cafcope Later MN purser Jan 25. aged 67 
Will tom Hadyn Evans ex CPO Ships 
Mustnous. Frobisher. Eagle. Unicom Feb 
22. aged 74. 

George Alexander Stuart ex M£A(P)1. 
served 1964 88 Ships included Eagle. 
Bulwark. Andromeda (FaAiands War) Dec 
26 

Ron Martin. ex-PO Radar Mech . mem¬ 
ber of Ponetope Association 

Les Waters ex RM. member of Penelope 


We can unlock the most 
competitive mortgages 
for you with just 
one key 

With the new Allied Dunbar Mortgage Application 
Service, we will find you a competitive mortgage 
that best suits your needs 

Please call Steve Abbott mha«*p), Gary Jackson mua «*» 
or Peter Parish MiiA<<ftp) Financial Planning Consultants 
on 0113 242 2212 or 0973 622495 (mobile) 

Allied Dunbar Assurance pic. Canal Wharf, Leeds LS11 5D8. 

YOUR HOME IS AT RISK V YOU DO MOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE 
OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 



Professional advice for the life 
you don’t yet know. 
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George McDonald, member of Captain 
Water's OkJ Boys Association Jan 15 
Peter Eddy ex RM musician, served 
1949 60 at RM Deal Burlord. BRNC 
Dartmouth. Stonehouse. Bckie«gh with 41 
Cdo. Malta Fab. 3. aged 64 

Fred Sonnet, ex AB served 1939-45 
Ships Pembroke. Wildfire. Penn (Op 
Pedestal convoy to Malta, member of board 
mg party on tanker Ohio). Highflyer. 
Metxeak Jan 10. aged 80 

Kenneth Joseph Binnlngs ex-sub 
manner LEM. served 1953 62 m HM sub 
marines Selene. Seneschal. Upstart. Aunga. 
Alode 

Garry Porter ex Air Artificer, served 
1944 68. SI Merryn. Dorvbnstle. Artxoath. 
Yeovllton. An thorn Brawdy. CukJrose. 
Lochmvar. 897 NAS Bulwark. Eagle. 899 
NAS Hermes. 892 NAS Centaur Fab 1. 
aged 70 

Robert Ernest Msdcalf sx CERA mem 
ber of HMS Oton Association Dec 

James Smith McGill, ex Mne. member of 
HMS Onon Association Jan 8 

Terry Farrell ex AB(TS). served 1974 
80 Ships Ark Royal. Mercury Dolphin. 
Conqueror Feb 8. aged 41 

Fred Jiaoens ex Sto. Mech Ships 
included HMS Birmingham Member of 
Southend Branch of British Korean Veterans 
Association Fed 3. aged 68 

Roy (Jan) Cottefl ax-LS submanner, 
member of N Zealand branch of SOCA Jan 


A. J. Waterman, ex AB member of 
Penofope Association 

Las Elliott ex Sto . member of HMS 
Cheviot Association Fab. 21 

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
Lt C. A. Crickmors MBE Ships Ausoma. 
Glasgow. Theseus, BeAerophon. St Angelo. 

Lt Cdr S. J. Fovargue SNps included 


Capt (S) F. V. Harrison SNps Colombo. 
Victonous Hsgard. Raleigh 

Capt M. A. J. Hennell MBE Ships 
Norfolk Beagle Gnffin. Terpsichore. 
Blencathra. Phoenix. Agmcourt 

Capt (E) O. 0. M. Long Ships 
Implacable. Ftsgard. President. Newcastle. 
Plymouth, Terror. Sultan 

Cdr C. A J. Nfcoli OBE Ships 
Maidstone. Sleuth. Sussex. Defiance. Forth. 
President. Victory 

Lt Cdr J. F. H. Page Ships A|ax. 
Implacable. Vengeance. Glasgow. Hamer. 
Jamaica. Dryad 

LI Cdr E. B. Rheed DSC. R0. RNR 
Shos Wolle. Enterprise 

LI G. V. Swemson RNR (SCC). 


3, aged 69 
Jeffrey Oi< 

manner Boats 


Oxen ham ex-PO Sto sub 
P615. Surf. Alode Artful. 
Affray Member ot N Zealand branch of 
SOCA Fab. 6. aged 79 

Mick Ferris, ex-880 Naval A* Sqn 


LI Cdr (E) B. E. Wlcken Slaps Leander. 
Achtftos. Vernon. Hedmgham Castle. Alacrity. 
Ranpura. Victory 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCUUON 
Cdr John Lewis OBE. president 
Beaumaris Served RN from 1930 Aged 93 
Trevor Roberts chairman Baaumarts 
Shos included HMS Duke of York 

Roland Brlnecome PRO Beaumans 
Arctic convoy veteran. 

Arnold Cron toy, vice president, founder 
and Me member, former secretary. Darby 
Served as OEMS gunner from 1943 (indud 
mg mv Brisbane Star), later serving m HMAS 
Launceston Member of OEMS Association 


Promotions to Chief 


AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore 
Naval Drafting m March tor the fotfowmg to be 
advanced to Acting Charge Chief 
Artificer technician 

To ACCMT - N. Hockenhul (RH Hosier) 
To ACCWEA J W Hodson (Cambridge) 

AUT HORIT Y was issued by CND m March tor 
the following to be promoted to CPO: 
OPERATIONS (SEAMAN) 

To CPO(M) J. Ronald (Cambridge). R.G. 
Water (Ralemh). C E Ashton (tovtodbto) 

To 0POQh - J R Mills (Dryad). RJ 
Learmouth (Dryad) 

To CPO(S) S P Dmnaga (Liverpool) 

OPERATIONS (COMMUNICATIONS) 

To CPORS * 01 Garrard (Elant/Navnw). 
S M Murphy (CMfope) 

REGULATING 
ToMAA a Coiey (Ocean) 

MARINE ENGINEERING 
To CPOMEM(M) J.T Fairley (Mtodtoton). 
OJ. Martin (Drake CFM) 

WEAPON ENGINEERING 
To CPOWEM(R) G Adams (tovtoettfa). 
T J A Matthews (Cumberland) 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 
To CPOSA: • M Smith (Eaglet). G. Drew 
(Roebuck) 

To CPOSTD O S Endal (Raleigh). O R. 
Mctones (Wwrtor) 

To CPOWTR A.L. Geary (JSCSC) 
FLEET AIR ARM (ENGINERING) 

To CPOAEM(L) A A Brown (Sultan) 


Swop drafts 


To CPOAEM(M) - K Evans (RNAS 
Yeovtfton). P D Taylor (846 Sqn). M D. Fmch 
(771 SK5 SAR) 

To CPOAEM(R) PJ Omgfey (848 Sqn 


To CPOA(SE) • AE Woodbndge 
(Prestwick). G Bfundel (Sultan) 

FLEET AIR ARM (NON ENGINEERING) 
To CPOACMN AJ Cooke (848 Sqn 


LWWTR Shecktolord 

0060076313). drafted CTC L) 
w* swop tor any 


BFFI (tel 
ed CTC Lympsione. May 
PortsmouttvGosport area 

draff 

WSA Fraser. RNAS Cufdrose. ext 7495. 
drafted HMS Norton, end July. Wtfi swop tor 
any Portsmouth ship deploying or not. 

OM(AW)l Chatlerton HMS Exeter. 
BFPO 278 Wil swop for any nonteptoying 
Type 42 

LVYWTR Owen HMS Drake (9375 
67527). drafted RNAS Cuidrose. May 25 Wil 
consider any swop m Devonport area 

OM(C)1 A D. Saunders 26 Man Mess. 
HMS Monmouth. BFPO 338. wtfi consider 
any swop preferably Plymouth 

POAEM(L) White!ord RNAS Cuidrose 
ext 2260 or 01326 552260. drafted HMS 
Mustnous AED Jan 4 WM consider any 
Cuidrose front hne draft 

WTR S. Court HMS Ark Royal. BFPO 
212 (HMNB Portsmouth ext 22706). due refit 
m Rosylh (shore billet) WiB swop for any 
Portsmouth shore base 

CPOMEA Chlsiett (ML). HMS Drake ext 
67710. drafted HMS Southampton. Sept Wtfi 
swop for any Devonport slap 

AB(EW) Gareth Owen 3HZ Mess. HMS 
Sheffield. BFPO 383. will consider any 
Devonport slap. Type 22 preferred 

LWWTR S. Pryor. HMNB Devonport 


SUBMARINE SERVICE 
To CPO(SSMHO) • M J Crompton 
(Triumph). 

CPO ARTIFICE RTECHNICIAN 
Commodore Naval Drafting has been nob 
tied of the tottowmg advancements to CPO 
Amboer/Technician made by COs 
To CPOAEA AJ. Stftors (Suftan). 

To CPOMEA - P.F. Chappell Green 
(CoNingarood). W Curtis (Cmtonby). N T. 
Glover (Dr*e CFM). J P Ironside (Drake 
CFM). S. McNair <A/k Royal). B J MitchoM 
(Neptune NT). J.M Roberts (Monmouth), 
A C Wnght (Neptune NT) 

To ACPOMEA - JM Bean (CFM 
Portsmouth). M R Oungey (Sheffield). D.E. 
Garbutt (Sultan). AC. Goddard (Beaver). 
M D Hopper (CFM Portsmouth). S M 
Osborne (Sheffield). 0.1. Roberts (CFM 
Portsmouth). PJ. Shield (Excetfent) 

To CPOWEA R D Beavts (SSA Bristol), 
L. Cross (Colbngwood). LC Hayes 
(Ectnburgh), O N MacMasier (Vigtfant Port), 
0 Murphy (Vigilant Port). PlT Wright 
(Montrose). 

To ACPOWEA • G Pte (Drake CFM) 


MEM1 Rowe. 6EZ0 Mess. HMS Ocean. 
BFPO 350. wiB consider any Portsmouth slap 
deploying or not 

LWWTR N. Reynolds Cfacksands. Beds 
(9460 21701, wtfi consider any shore base 
apart from Scotland 

CH Long. CTC Lympstone ext 4215. 
drafted HMS Erknburgh. April Will swop for 
any Devonport slap deploying or not 

WOM1 Me Gibbon HMS Exeter. BFPO 
278. deploying Sept Will swop tor any 
Portsmouth sfap or establishment 

LMEM(L) Hutchings. HMS Beaver. 
BFPO 225. Devonport ext 54850. drafted 
HMS Lancaster. Sept Witf swop tor any 
Devonport ship 

CHI Mackenzie HMS Beagle. BFPO 
224. currently deployed and deploying Jan 
Will swop tor any Devonport sfap deploying or 
nof 

SA K. Britton (01705 428165). HMS 
Wamor (ELANTINAVNW) WM swop for any 
Portsmouth shore base 

CH Raitton HMS Wamor (01923 838106) 
drafted HMS Chatham (Plymouth). May 27 
WM consider any Portsmouth slap 

LMEM(M) I. Phillips HMS Gloucester, 
BFPO 289. wM swop lor CVS. preferabte 
HMSInvmobfe 

LS(M) Heel. 3HZ Mess. HMS London. 
BFPO 328. drafted HMS Fearless. Aug 31. 
WM coneider any Devonport slap (preferably 
Type 22) or shore base 


Dee McCarthy Uxbndge Ex AB. served 
194346 Slaps included Stockham 

Theodora (Dora) Butler Fleetwood 
served m wartime WRNS. chair lady of 
Fleetwood WRNS Association tor many 
years Jan 21. 

George Fry. Thurrock Ex RN Patrol 
Service (HM trawlers) 

Fred Rempton Thurrock. Ex Coastal 
Forces MTBe m Adriatic 

Oanny Lloyd, associate member 
Thurrock Ex MN 

Albert Lucfcin associate member 
Thurrock Ex MN. 


Douglas Albert Pound. Femdown 
Served 194345 Aged 76. 

Jack Woodward Swindon Ex-Yeo. 
served 194146 and 1952 54 Three bmes 
MID Jan 27. aged 76 

Bart Forgham. vice president and former 
secretary Eastbourne, former president Old 
forrmr MOPBlVy PUMM 1910 

45 Aged 96. 

rioo#n (1500) rwvfn MuocttrsnetQ ti* 

AB served 194447 Ships included HMS St 
James Jan. 31. aged 72. 

Frances Hunt W Lothian ax l 
Aged 56 



ERNSERVI 

to announce the 
item Service Me 
Available now. 

This super" 
commem 
has been 
commei 
Eastern 
llieatres ii 


Hong Koi 
Gulf, Sui 
Iraq, Ku 
Borneo, 
Malays! 
Rad fan, 
Sumatra, 
Palestine. 



Price<HrC2<l. 

bcIoftdCLci 
respondin '. 1 ui 




lusiveof V.A.T. and post! 

Be among the first to holf 
>r order one as a gift for a-Mend or-frtative. 

Please send cheques or postal orders 
madt' pay«Able to "DPS Awards' 7 to: 

DPS Awards, PO BOX 6961, 
Brbmsgrove, B61 SLA. 

Tel : 01527 831583 


Nil *ddr«»*s plt i m rrp*r * 0 1*0 No- 

This is «i unolf Kt.il medal ^ hich should not be worn with or ak)Qf side official medaLv 




















































Options 


NAVY NEWS, APRIL 1999 37 





F OR nearly 250 years The Marine Society has been encouraging young 
become seafarers - originally as a humane alternative to the Press u; 
with shortages of personnel in the RN, RFA and the merchant service 
port is needed more than ever. 

Sea training is perhaps the £12 a day all in-and it was just get- 
‘ angle before hng too expensive.” 

An even bigger blow fell on the 


people to 
ang! Now, 
that sup- 


prime carrot to dangle before 
any would-be mariner - and 
The Marine Society is now the 
ouh source of offimore power 
training provided in the UK. 

“The available fleet of ships for 
this purpose has shrunk dramati¬ 
cally - down to the Society’s own 
ship, in fact, the Earl of Romney. 
which is the only one we operate 
now,” Director Capt Jeremy 
Howard told Navy News. 

“We had to give up our other 
ship, the Jonas Hanway. last year. 
This was primarily for financial 
reasons. Tnc service we offer is 
heavily subsidised for prospective 
seafarers - we only charge cadets 


Sea Cadet Corps on December 31, 
when the Fleet tenders TS Appleby 
and TS Alnmouth were returned to 
the Ministry of Defence after they 
failed the Department of 
Transport’s new marine safety 
rules (although Appleby has just 
been acquired by the Maritime 
Volunteer Service and may soon 
return to help plug the gap. Sec 
hack page). 

“London is still the world’s 
prime centre of maritime affairs - 
but it has no God-given right to 
remain so,” Capt Howard warned. 

"it became ao wheu the country 
was in its maritime heyday and 


Jonas Hanway - the 
first Recruiter 


T 

I rr 


e Marine Society is the world’s oldest public 
maritime charity, set up in 1756 by a group of 

Kings 
lors 


merchants who met at the King's Arms, 
Cornhill to discuss ways of supplying sailors for the 
Navy - then in desperate need of recruits at the 
^ginning of the Seven Years War against France. 
Jonas Hanway (1712-86), merchant, writer and philan- 
ropist, was its chief mover and shaker until his death 30 
years later. The Society took upon itself to interview poor 
boys from the streets of London and pass them on to the 
Navy equipped with new clothes, bedaing, seaman's knife, 
Testament and prayer book. As he wrote: ‘‘Many are pol¬ 
luted with filth and covered with rags the very stench of 
which is pestilential; then to review them cured of these 
maladies, rendered clean and purified, dressed in the 
most proper clothing and made as new creatures.” 

Hanway interested himself in the best quality of cloth to 
keep out bad weather and insisted that the boys be well 
cared for. Instructions to the Master of the Taphouse at 
Clerkenwell, where they were sent before joining their 
ships, stated: ‘They must always be supplied with three 
meals a day, and particularly with milk-porridge and good 
bread, some fresh butcher's meat, roots and suchlike ...” 

By the end of the war the Society had recruited over 
10,000 men and boys, many subsequently transferred to 
the merchant service. 

Soon after Hanwav's death the Society bought a small 
merchant ship, the Beatty, renamed Marine Society , to be 
moored in the Thames off Deptford and provide nautical 
training for the bovs - thus making it the world's first pre¬ 
sea training ship.uther ships followed (best known being 
the three in succession all named Warspite). Today practi¬ 
cal experience is provided on board the training vessel 
Earl of Romney. 

□ To find out more 5 f v| 
about The Marine * 

Society, write to 202 
Lambeth Road, 

London SE1 7JW. Tel 
0171 261 9535 fax 
0171 401 2537 
email enq@marine- 
society.org.uk 
Or visit their website 
at http://www.marine- 
society.org.uk where 
you can request 
information online 
and find out the latest 
news. 


• Jonas Hanway, founder 
of The Marine Society 


remains so because the skilLs and 
expertise built up during those hal¬ 
cyon days arc still available - just. 
It will not be so when the experi¬ 
enced seafaring sccdcom is no 
longer available and companies, 
institutions and businesses - which 
arc increasingly internationally ori¬ 
entated these days anvway - have 
to move elsewhere to find the per¬ 
sonnel they require. 

“The training of more British 
seafarers, by whatever means, has 
a far greater imperative than mere¬ 
ly to satisfy nostalgic longings for 
the way we were. It is vital if we are 
to prevent the loss of an important 
part of the nation’s economic 
growth 

Since World War II the Society 
has concentrated more and more 
on the educational side of its oper¬ 
ation. In 1976 it amalgamated with 
several other charities, including 
the Seafarers Education Service 
and started to get seriously 
involved in long-distance learning. 
The ‘College of the Sea’ provides 
HMOiqg tutors, supported self- 
study, examinations at sea and a 
comprehensive continuing educa¬ 
tion and advice service. 

Today the Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
- and since last year the Royal 
Navy - is one of its biggest cus¬ 
tomers. 


W: 


Te do what the 
Instructor Branch 
used to do for the 
RN. Nowadays a 
sailor has the choice of taking his 
GCSEs and A-lcvels through a 
number of approved centres and 
they are all commercial - except 
for ours, and so our charges are 
generally a bit cheaper. 

“RN students can recover 
some of the cost of their 
tuition under the Forces 
Distance Learning Scheme 
- and our experience so far 
is that they are far more 
committed than their 
Merchant Navy counter¬ 
parts. 

“I think that may be because 
they will have an immediate goal in 
view - a promotion that requires a 
certain qualification - whereas the 
merchant service seafarer mav 
have a slightly longer term view: ‘It 
might he nice to get a few 
GCSEs”. 

The Society also offers scholar¬ 
ships and interest-free loans for 
the pursuit of academic qualifica¬ 
tions and provides a library service 
to over >00 merchant and RFA 
ships (but not to the RN which has 
its own arrangement). 

“There is still, even in the com¬ 
puter age. an amazing demand for 
this service - which has actually 
grown over the past two years. But 
there is also soon to be an explo¬ 
sion in access to communications 
for seaferers with the latest 
INMARSAT technology set to 
become much cheaper. 

“On the educational side we are 
already into CD-roms and so will 
he taking full adv antage of that - to 
which end we arc looking at offer¬ 
ing our own IT and computer 


Seville 


% 






4 days from £299 - £339 

Seville, greatest city of the Spanish south, city of Carmen, 
Don Juan and Flamenco, of colourful plazas and 
whitewashed villas, of Gazpacho and tapas, offers 
attractions galore. Departing October and November 
from Heathrow and Manchester. 


Moscow 


4 DAYS FROM £349 

Moscow - ahvaN’s fascinating, always different, always surprising. A 
city that’s on everyone's ‘Must Soc\ list and that’s seldom out of 
the news. Sights to attract you arc endless, from Red Square to the 
Bolshoi. Departing June, October and November fiom 
Heathiow. 


Washington 


5 days from £429 - £449 

Washington DC, the Nations Capital history in the 
making.. .never far from die fiont pages or news bulletins anxind 
the world. Here’s your chance to sec some of the famous sights of 
this great city Departing Nov and March from Hcathnnv aixl 
Manchester 


The description above does not constitute a •brochure* for the 
Hobdays and Package Hobdays and Package Tours Regulations i 


of regulation 5 of The F 
The above description gives knifed 
nforrhaton only about the hoiday. and the reader must therefore look at the brochure issued by Galaxy 

Hobdays tor KJ detais 

PLEASE NOTE - these hobdays are organised and operated solely by Galaxy Ax Hobdays of P*ar & Lucy 
House. M o rch o n ts Road. Gloucester. GL2 5RG and any contact for a hoiday w« be between Galaxy and 
the reader/appbeant Navy News cannot accept rosponstoibty for toss or damage or meunderstandng 
arising dractfy or ndreetty n connection with any hobday booked Galaxy. 

THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT 


For a Free Galaxy Air Holidays Brochure and further details please complete and return this form to: 
(i.il.iw Air Hoidmc 6 Nan News, HMSNdson, IWmouth, POl 3HH nr Phone 01706826040 aod quote NN GAL02 
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training courses.” 

The Society has also taken over 
the British Snip Adoption Society 
to produce Sea Lines - a scheme to 
arrange partnerships between sea¬ 
farers and schools throughout the 
UK to promote an interest in mar¬ 
itime affairs.” 

"With all our schools getting 
computers on line, this has become 
an increasingly popular way of 
maintaining these links. We aim to 
bring a breath of sea air into our 
schools - which are the nurseries 
tor all the seafarers of the future.” 

• Above: On board The 
Marine Society vessel Ear! of 
Romney, Cadets Alex Hulme 
(left) and Daniel Pollitt carry 
out bridae watchkeeping 
duties under the guidance of 
Capt Chris Roberts. Inset: 
Cadets Becky Luckman, 
Heather Mills and James 
Calvert receive Instructions 
from the captain on the bridge. 


□ Seville □ Moscow □ Washington 
^Gaiaxy Air Holidays .and Navy News whjcdme any’ feh>raoc os Reader Houdakj 


sea opens 
new classes 


School of the 
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Miscellaneous 




MICHAEL SUTn FINE CHINA 

♦ 

hand made fine bone china limited edition sculptures 

QAHNNS Officer and Rating figures asailablc 

commissioned and authenticated by the Senice 
(Also Nelson. Hards, Collingvood 
and period uniforms) 



special discounts to serrinf> and retired members 
oftbeSerrice 

Michael Sum Fine China. S Royal Parade. 
Chislehnm. Kent BR7 6NR 




Tel: 0181 467 1374 Fax: 0181 467 1375 
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ri 
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1C Bookshop 


A LARGE SELECTION OF ROYAL NAVAL 

and Maritime titles 

For more details - 




No.9 Store. Main Road. HM Naval Base. Portsmouth. P01 3PY 

Tel: 01705 826682 Fax: 01705 821881 E-Mail: navalmuseuma cix.co.uk 


MARINE ARTIST 

ANY SHIP, SCENE OR 
SETTING PROFESSIONALLY 
PORTRAYED 
IAN FRASER (ex RN) 

37A Chllwell Road 
Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH 


(SHIPMODELS) 

Professional modeller 


taking commissions for 
naval vessels .Also builds 
aircraft and military 
vehicles and figurines. 
For details write or phone. 
Mr Ion Ruse or. 29 Eagle Street, 
Hanley, Stoke-on Trent, Staffordshire, 


STI 3RD TeL No. 01782 239485. 


! EMBROIDERED LEISUREWEAR j 

W derange of quality garmenK 
| Lon minimum order. Fill color brochure. | 
Caps & printed garments also available 

Banana Moon 
Workshop 

48 Old Lana, 
Blrkonshnw. 

■ Bradford BD11 2JX j 

J Tel: 01274 6881031 
j Fax: 01274 652524] 


QUALITY SPORTSWEAR 

at discount prices. 

Buy for personal use or buy to sell. 
For price list send large SAE. and 
£2.50 cash/cheque/P. order 
(refundable) payable to P KNOX at: 

PBK Supplies, 95 Calder Ave. 
Whitehaven, Cumbria CA28 8AT 



£1100 
moo 

Standard Cardan .£25 00 

Brass Inserts . £1100 

White Cotton Gloves Pad ... 0.50 

Mary Black Bants IV#. C700 

Any Association Wto Beni Badge . £4.50 

R.N I Naval Division Ties . £855 

RN Bom Ties . 055 

Black Cup-on Tlaa . £450 

RN Buttons Large £160. Small £1.50 

RNA Rit Ladles sashes . £1100 

Pace Socks .£»<» 

WR.N.S Thcom Hats £3000 

r — -i- s ^-*- 

L r nvW0C r TQ 

Winter Blousons, Black Navy 

RNA RM FAA FAA Assn .£2000 


RUFAAFAA Assn . £1100 

White PUot Sturt* 

RNA RH RNPSA FAA FAA Assn . £1175 

Sweatsh irts N avy. Gra y. FAA FAA Assn — £14.50 

Extinct shipping Una badges 

(made to order). . £1100 


Officer* Cap Badges 
lwora H 


_ .C11.00 

Gold Sword Knot.C23 00 

Loalhor Sword Belt* .C70 OO 

Sword Bag* .£30 OO 


I prices include PAP 

Drtve.Shem.OkXhemlanca OL26TJ 

TeiFax: 01706 846648 

E-mall:- robfoy(gXln#on» n»t 


ACE TRAVELINE 


Specialising in> 

Dock - Airport Transfers 

Tel: 01705 781717 
Fax 01705 719000 


r-FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS—. 



n i I - M I. . — A - ~a -UA.-laMil.M IUm 

rnni umiriiiBO wun canvas lwxiurv nrm 
to rtMmblt in original oil painting 
sneB‘x16* tor £35 plus PAP 
For Utt pleas* sand SAE to: 
SEART, 5 THE CHASE. GOSPORT. 
HARTS PQ12ITP 


PURE NOSTALGIA 

Own an individually hand-built 
watertine presentation model of your slip, 
perhaps long gone but never forgotten 
Contact for further details: 

Ron Hughes. 

Model Shipwright. 
Feldemore, Bacton. Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01449 781741 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts, Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 

And lots more, ell from one supplier 

No artwork or mBtiq up c o* ti on majority or poods 
Hgh quaMy. com p ma ma pnoM. prompt d**v*ry 
BFPO tax-tree mtvIc* 

Sand tor our new price Hat: 

Reynold Sports 

51 52. High Stroot. Lincoln. LN5 SAP 
Tel: 01522 513333 
feat: 01S22 530383 


EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDS,TIES 

CuffTeuxs - Sa £25 ftfyesre' £T5fl 
Cao Ta'es Svenshns. Pnmed T-shirts 
ano Baseoa i Caps Al made a tw 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road. Qwirtear. 
Hayle. Cornwall TR27 5HA. 

Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 



CAP TALLIES 
ANY SHIP 
— MANY IN STOCK 

For comprehensive list send SAE 

SILK/WIRE SHIPS BADGES AND 
TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS 
D.E.M.S TIES AVAILABLE 


SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 
i keep court. LonoarwLL on. w o t 
TEL: 0117 9327967 FAX: 9329342 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES (N) 
PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR31GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals • full size and miniature, 
mounted tor wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
and heraldic wall plaques 


TIES, BADGES & 
PLAQUES 

By Mail Order 

SHIPS/SOUADRONS/ 

REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Sorvtces and custom made lor Clubs. 
Bands. Choirs, ole 
Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons & 
sundries 

Please send SAE for lists 

THE HERALDIC CO. (QB) NN 
Over Briar. Beech Well Lane. 
Edge End. Coleford, Glos. GL16 7HA 
Tel Fax: 01594 832200 



WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE LTD 


56 Broad Street. Side moor. Brormgruvc. Worcs B6I 8LL 
Tel: (01527) 835375 or Fax: (01527) 576798 

Specialist* in Ribbonv Full Size A Miniature Medals and 
Medal Mounting either for wear or display. 


Send SAE or call for comprehensive price list 
Full Size A Miniature Medals. 




ENGRAVING 

Service Available 

GLOSSOP TROPHIES 

llS® > r "t Manufacture Pewter Tankards Trophies Goblets ano 
^ Hip Planks 

i ^Tankards engraved with Badge Crest trom £3 30 » VAT 
YZ SEND FOP OUR FREE CA TALOGUE 

TEL (0114)2765554 FAX (0114) 27503?? 
GL0SS0PS TROPHIES. U BROAD STREET. SHEFFIELD S2 4LE 


LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW • WW1 TO PRESENT DAY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 
AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS. 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail th.medals@virgin.net 



FRAME YOUR OWN 



-S’” MEDALS.... 

in minutes, and remove them to wear in seconds Easy 
quick assembly 5 sizes available. Viewing widths 
are:(see picture) 55mm - 105mm - 155mm 205mm - 

240mm at a cost of £13.95 • £17.50 - £18.50 - £20.00 
and £21.50 respectively. Measure across your medals 
and order the size to suit. Prices indude mainland postage, add £2 for 
Irefand/Channef Islands and £5 for overseas Cheques/postal orders and 
credit card payments to: The Picture Framer. 13 Norfolk Street. Sunderland 
SRI 1EA Tel Fax 0191 5640811 



LOST MEDALS 

REPLACED IN RECORD TIME 

FULL SI7.K & MINI ATI RF 
\ MOt MIM, SKH\ l< 1 
WRIT! UN most / UK nt OT\TlO\ 

RAYMOND D. HOLMCH 

Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre 
7 Whitcomb Street 
l^ndon WC2H 7HA 
IN 0171-930 1979 
FAX 0171-930 1152 
e mail:rdhmedals(naol.com 


FLAGS, BUNTING & TABLE 
FLAGS. National Flags 5ft x 3ft 
£7.99 each, (p&p £1 any amount.) 
Also custom-made with n>pc A toggle 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE. 
Elpecs Entertainments. (Dept N) 
271 High Street. Orpington. 
Kent BR6 0NW Tel: 01689 822606 
Fax: 01689 817648 

TRACING SERVICE lost contact 
with friends or relatives? Phone 
Derek on 0115 9763595 or Mobile 
07957 925123. Or write with details 
to: D Hutchby, Enquiry' Agency. 
2 Deepdene Way. Bells Lane Estate. 
Nottingham NG8 6BX 

REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer 
Badges. Cuff-Links. Buttons. 
Medals. Cap Badges. Militaria. 
£2.00 for list. Caimcross (Dep. NN), 
31. Belle Vue St.. Filey. N. Yorks 
Y014 9HU. 

Navy News 
Own Products 

If you aro not aatt»fnKl with one o< our 
own products sokl through this papor 
simply roturn it to us unused within 
14 days and we will replace it tree 
of charge or issue a lull refund 
(including postage) 

This guarantee does not 
affect your statutory nghts 


HMS REA & RNA WALL SHIELDS 
Handmade to order 



£2120* Inc UK postage 
* add £1.45 for optional motto title scroll 
Up to 40\ discount with quantity orders 
C&A BEHARRELL 
187, Victoria Avanua. Hull. HU5 3EF 
Tat Fax: 01482 213398 
Please sand SAE for Brochura 

v-Ml LOVE IN 
'Tf'THE SUN? 

New TV Series for Sky One 

seeking 

single people between 18 -35 
to spend a week in a Spanish 
Villa this summer 

INTERESTED? 
0640 900 909 

(CxAl coil SOp tout Sroadiyitrmt NW1 SNP) 

or write to 

THE VILLA 
PO BOX 2883 
LONDON W1A 5RF 


Navy News Notice 
To Readers 

The publishers of Navy News 
cannot accept responsibility 
for the accuracy of any 
advertisement or for any 
losses suffered by any readers 
as a result. Readers are 
strongly recommended to 
make their own enquiries and 
seek appropriate commercial, 
legal and financial advice 
before sending any money or 
entering into any legally 
binding agreement. 



the ThOerrrs m 

FORMERLY CORIVO PRODUCTS l 

High quality pewter tankards. 
hip tlasks. goblets, plates and ^ 

much more. Engraved with 
Ship s Crests. Badges and 
Logo's to your own designs. “ 

Competitive prices. 

Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 


GREENBURGH’S 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 


WALL PLAQUES 



7 ins x 6 ins 


HAND PAINTED ON WOOD BASE ANY DESIGN 

£24.00 +£1.50 UK POSTAGE 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
BADGES WIRE OR SILK. ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY 
TIES CLUB. REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
Send SAE for quotes and price Ust 

49 DEREK AVENUE. HOVE. SUSSEX 
BN3 4PE TEUFAX: (01273)416138 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted on wooden base 6tn x 7m 

£24.50 4- £1.40 UK Postage. 

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES given lor 10. 25. 50 and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

(minimum 36) 

Specialist experience over 85 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE 
Teiephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 



COME TO THE MANUFACTURERS 
A CUT OUT THE MIDDLE MAN!! 


WE MAKL EMBROIDERED BADGES. 
CRESTS a. GARMENTS. WE PRINT 
STICKERS. T SHIRTS. SWEATSHIRTS. 
WE ARC THE OICGCST. PRODUCERS 
OF PERSONALISED COFFEE MUGS 
IN EUROPE. ANO SUPPLY MOST OF 
THE WORLDS ARMEO FORCES. 
TOP QUALITY. 1*1 CLASS SERVICE. 

UNBEATABLE VALUE !! 

CALL NOW FOR DETAILS S PRICES. 


1 " TEHRAN! PROMOTIONS TtRRANF HOUSE. I 
I WHISHY WAY IND EST LINCOLN LN6 SLQ I 
| TEL: (0IK22) 497000/FAX- (01 EH) 497154 | 


Dennis Computers 

(SHOP OPENING SOON) 

DISCOUNT FOR HM FORCES. 

THE BEST NEWAJSED SYSTEMS 
YCA < IN AFFORD 
WE FIND YQU THE BEST SYSTEMS 

CALL US ON, 

01705 614774 


To advertise with Navy News call 
Debbie Stirman on 01705 725062 



To win one of these family tickets simply 
answer the three simple questions below 


ifimmmimm 



• MAVY HEWS/PLYMOUTH MAVY DAYS COMPETtTtOH • 

Q: Which other sea port does Plymouth share Navy Days with? 

Southampton, Bnstol or Portsmouth? A: _ 

Q What is the name of the Royal Navy's new Helicopter Carrier? 

HMS Ocean, HMS Coventry, HMS Scott? A: _ 

0 Which famous sailor bowled on Plymouth Hoe? 

Sir Francis Drake or Sir Walter Raleigh? A: _ 


Name: 

Address: 


Complete this entry form and send It to: 

Navy News / Plymouth Navy Days Competition, Navy News, 
HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, Hants. POI 3HH 


lb arrive no later than Friday 4th June 1900. (No phot 

'• mumimmim• 

Telephone Plymouth Tourist Information on 
01752 266031 or see page 19 column 6. 

Or visit our website at 


accopftd Wo cs&h 
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Accommodation 



Homes to Let 



Pfpirif M«n(g«N*cf»i 


SPECIALISTS 
IN THE 
HOMES Of 
RN 

PERSONNEL 


A full and comprehensive 
service which includes 
attention to the smallest detail 

Trscey Mackenzie Alison 0 Neill 
TEL: 01705 647171 / FAX: 01705 818061 
283. Fewoeft Rd, Southsea, Hvtfs. 


ALGARVE * PORTUGAL 


Knonnous. luxury Villa and charming 
Farm Cottages, sharing swimming pool 
in 5 acres of beautiful gardens and 
orchards in western Algarve. 

An exceptional holiday. 

Tel: 01383 881110,01142 352359 
00351 82762397 (Portugal direct) 



HAVEN HOLIDAY HOME, 
(low. NK\K (OWLSI book now 

1999.01705 614774 


SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room. Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions. Mess Parties. Wedding 
Receptions. Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Morice Square, Devonport, Plymouth PL1 4PG 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 



Province Of Natal Hotel 

5, Greenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 
6'* May 1999 - ihe 50"* Anniversary of the hotel 

The Hotel was a gift after World War 2 
Its purpose is to pruvWe holidays and short breaks for all 
serving and ex-serving RN, KM, WRNS or QARNNS 
personnel and their reservists, families and close relatives. 

*50 Sards from beach, safe swimming and fine sands. 

•Half a mile from the shops and station. 

•All rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities and colour TV 

•l itt to all floors ’Residents bar "Children and Pets welcome 
•Double, Twin and Family rooms available 
•We cater for small ships re-unions 

Group booking discounts available 
For more information Tel: 01305 784108 or Fax: 01305 770575 

R*t>rter«d Charily N* 22*444 


100's of ploces to stay... All over 
the U K.!! Coll 01244 815151 
for your FREE brochure. 



DISCOUNTS AVAJLABlf 


THE ELMS Guest House 

48 Victoria Road South. South sea 

A small, friendly, family run Guru House 
offering BAB (overnight or weekly rale*) 
Close to Naval base, station, shops and 
nightlife Colour TV. lea/coflee 
facilities in all rooms Some rooms 
cn suite Own keys, limited parking. 

Paddy and John (Joe) KrskiiK 
TH / Fas Portsmouth (01705) 823924 


ADVERTISING RATES 

(excl. VAT) as effective from 1st April 98 


DISPLAY 


CLASSIFIED 


Full Page 

£2,100 

Lineage 85p per word 

Half Page 

£1,160 

Trade minimum .... 30wds. 

Quarter Page 

£655 

For Sale, Minimum . lOwds. 

S.c.c. 

£13 

Box number.£3 

PENFRIENDS See details on .page 8 


★ Rates frozen until December 1999 ★ 

Discounts, Colour Rates, 
Technical Details available on request. 

Tel: 01705 724226 
for a full Media Pack 


Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea/cotfee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £16 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 


Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Seif-catering flatlets, near sea and shops Fully equipped. Cotour TV. fridge, 
cooker, linen, etc Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend. 

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS QR CHAR6e FQ B 

Charge f WEEKLY JULY 8i AUGUST. £80 

per I WEEKLY JUNE & SEPTEMBER £70 

person I OTHER MONTHS.£50 

l Nightly (Out of Season).£10 

ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 
Guests, who (nttdpiii • Mi arrival should Inform th# management bffon 2pro 
Chiton 12 years or under HALF PRICE i steepng n the same room as adJts. 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATUROAYONLY DURING MAY OCTOBER 
MR CURTIS. 70 FEST1NG GROVE, SOUTHSEA. PORTSMOUTH, HANTS. 
TELEPHONE: 01705-733581 MOBILE: 0802-938559 


——-PORTSMOUTH 

COMMENDED EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


01705 731001 


•OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS' 

• HfC, TEA COFFEE, CTV A SKY TV ALL ROOMS' 
•ENSUITE AND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS' 
•UTH YEAR SAME OWNERS' 


33, FEST1NG ROAD, SOUTHSEA. HANTS. P04 ONG 




THE GRAND HOTEL— 
Plymouth 

Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 
Off Season (November—March) 

£20.00 per person per night in a double/twin 
Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more 
between Thursday — Sunday 
Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently 
situated on Plymouth Hoe 
Telephone: , 

(01752)661195 
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ROSALAND HOTEL 
* PLYMOUTH *>4 

Small, friendly hotel, 
convenient for dockyard. 
4 course breakfast. BAR and 
Evening Meals available 
Singles - £18.00 Doubles • £38.00 
32 Houndiscombe Rd. PL4 6HQ 

TEL: 01752 664749 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17. SOUTH PARADE 

(Opposite the Pyramids) 

TEL: 01705 875566 

Special rutet foe mli terrier penomuet mad 
t amuh £2J SOp p. la full eusuite double or 


* 4 crown trafroat hotel 

* Colour TV. lew coffer farilHin 

* tiuuw* rooms - full size snooker table 

* 1 dealt* situated near all local attractions 
and its nightlife 


‘Rock (jarden Motet, 
Southsea 

Special 

Winter 

freaks 

For Naval Personnel 
£32 per room 
(one or two persons) 


bedrooms. Satellite TV s all ran 
tea/coffee facilities, lounge. 


it Attractive Bar it 
★ Delightful restaurant it 

Clarence Road 

W Southsea 
P()5 2LQ 
Tel: 01705 833018 


ftaiperid 

ML A HOTEL 
AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC 
* Lockynr St, PL1 200 * 

Telephone: (01752) 227311 
Elegant Victorian Building with 22 
Bedrooms - 5 Ground Floor. 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar 
Colour TV. Radio. Tea/Coffee/ 
Telephone all rooms. Most en suite. 
Large car par*. Navy News 
Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount. All Credit Cards 


Brochure A or Booking contact: 

Lt Cdr. Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

"A ‘Personal Sorvtce Comfortable Hotel" 


PLYMOUTH 

HOEOATE HOI SE 


CH. 


Situated the Hoe i Bartncen arm. close 
netting distance to dry cantra, but, station. 
Room ot high 
TV, HfC, 

CIS. PPPH double room 
SAE for Brochure. Tel: 01752 661033 

* Hoegale Street The Hoe, + 

* Plymouth PU 2JB * 


The Dorcliffe 

Licensed Guest House 

42 Wevertey Road. Southsea. P05 2PP 
Comfortable, tnerxty. Licensed Guest 
House Ideafly situated Al rooms 
colour TV. teacoftee faokhes En suites 
available Dogs welcome Own keys 

Tel: 01705 828283 XL 


PLYMOUTH 

\AdfScent to the not end Perk fneodfy ferndy run\ 
Quest House offers you a warm eetcome end 
persona* senr<e Facilities include residents 
lounge TV Redo TeaCoffte Licensed Central 
Heating$iirooms From fMop CCs Accepted 
Margaret and Peter Robinson 
THE FIRS 13. Pier Street. West Hoe | 

TEL: 01752 262870 


H addington H ouse - Plymouth 

Elegsm Victorian G/F Holiday Flat SC with 
oft mad parking 

Cknc to Dock yanVTorpoml/City Centre 
Up to 4 person* from £110 pa neck 

Contact: Adrian 4 Amanda Bndd 

T fff Fjkgfc* Townt Boot! 

V h V (OMMF.NDKD 


Telephone: 01752 7677.10 


>()RTSMOLTf 

LADY 1 

HAMILTON 


Closest B+B to Naval Base. 

100 yards from main gate, 
HMS Victory/Mary Rose/ 
HMS Warrior/ 
Museums all on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins ♦ 
family rooms, colour T.V, 
Tea+Coffee facilities, free house 

^ Tel: 0170S 870505 J 


Canterbury Bell\ 
Guest House 


(JP Cat 
Gi 

29 Si Simom Road, 
South***, Portsmouth 

Modem. Comfortable En Suite 
accommodation. All rooms have 
Satellite TV. TeaAToffce making 
facilities A are centrally healed. 
Private car parking. Studio Rats are 
available for self-catering. Rooms 
from £13 p.p. per night. 

Phone T'a\ < atrkma Randall on 

w (01705)351277 > 


AUSTIN HOTEL 


3 CLARENCE PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 
Licensed 

Welcomes the Royal Navy 
AM rooms bright and modem 

Colour TV in all rooms, central 
heating, seafront position. 

No restrictions 

Discount allowed for Serving 
Personnel 

Telephone Portsmouth 821785 


SOUTHSEA 
RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE 

52 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA 

warn and fnentfy run Guest House. GetBy 
situated for the Naval Base/shopping 
contres/Contmental Ferry Port beaches etc 
Own keys, no restnehons. colour T V. in al 
rooms A C H Hobday or short breaks 
JUNE & TERRY (01705) 832440 


- PLYMOUTH- 

MOUNTBATTEN 

mmm 

Tel: 01752 563843 l-Ts: 01752 606014 
Royal Fleet Club A Naval Base 
within walking distance 
• AU Rooms CTV, Tea/Coffee 
A Phones. Mainly En Suite. 

• Free Parking • Bar 
•Credit Cards Accepted 
52. Eunouth Road. Stoke, Plymouth PL I 4QH 


SHROPSHIRE COURT 

GUEST HOUSE 
33 Granada Road, Southsea 
Fnendty family run. 2 mine, from sea and 
entertainments Close lo femes. Naval 
base, shops, etc Own keys. Satellite TV 
all rooms, no restnc&ons. BAB Hobday or 
short stay Ample private car parking 
lira Pat Qraan (01705) 731043 


GOSPORT ‘CHERRY TREES’ 
15, Linden Grove. Alverstoke. ETB 
I crown. Family run guest house. All 
rooms H/C, tea making. English 
breakfast, children welcome. Close 
harbour. Haslar. Dolphin. Sultan. 
£13 p.p. Lin or Steve Gcll, Tel: 
01705 521543. 


Plymouth Hoe 

Small friendly Guest House 
overlooking the Hoe and Seafront. 
All rooms CTV, Tea/Cottee. C.H 
Mostly ensuite. Sky T.V Lounge. 
Parking. Courtesy pick up from 
Stations. Credit cards accepted. 
From £28 double £15 single. 
Tel: 01752 860675 

h dgcumKt duett House 

50 Pier Si. West Hoe Phmnuth PU JBT 



The Friendliest Welcome in the Armed Forces World 


VaumnniJTtX * 

Osmond Quest ‘Mouse 

12 Tier Strut, Wul Mot 


(-JSL.) w 01752 229705 

Bed and Breakfast from CI4-C18.00 
Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from 
Motions. 4 poster bed. All rooms 
CTV. Tca/Coffce making. 

0 \ Mom En-suite. Park my / 


Plymouth Navy Days 
28-30 August 1999 - 
Rooms to fill? 

Why not 
advertise in 
Navy News 


• Close by Marble Arch & Oxford Street 

• Affordable room rates 

• Choice of restaurants & bars 

• Lounges, Library, TV & games room 

• Function rooms for dinners, 
receptions, reunions & private parties 

FREE MEMBERSHIP to serving personnel 


For information c- ivscrrations con tact ns al: 
6.V9 SEYMOt R STREET, LONDON \V2 21 IE 
Tel-0171 723 4474 Fax-0171 402 9496 
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Options 



Training Courses. Recruitment 


BRISTOW HELICOPTERS LTD 

Army Air Corps Centre, Middle Wallop Slockbridge, Hampshire $020 SDY 

Tel: 01980 674314 Fax: 01264 782439 

Immediate vacancies exist for 

LYNX AIRFRAME/ENGINE FITTERS 

£16,000 - £17,400 pa 

to work in 1* and 2"** lino maintenance at the 
School of Army aviation, Middle Wallop 

Employment will involve shift and day work routines, some weekend 
commitments and periods of maintenance support away from base. 
The company offers 20 days annual leave rising to 25 days after 4 years, 
8 days public holidays, contributory pension scheme, accident and life 
assurance benefits and staff travel discounts. 

Applicants should write or fax the Engineering Manager, giving full 
details of aircraft experience and qualifications quoting Ref; N 199 

AM applicants will be reviewed and only those 



For further mfofmattGii. contact your nearest Reserve Training Centre 
or Armed Forces Careers Office, 

For details of fhese phone 0345 300123 <24hr$) or 0t7QS 727676. 


Broaden Your Horizons... 

The Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) compr ise s civilian 
volunteers (including ex-RM) to augment the Royal Navy 
In stretch, crisis, tension end war, at aaa and ashore. 


Reservists train at one of 
13 Reserve Training 
Centres across UK and 
worldwide throughout the 
Fleet The commitment is 
2 weeks continuous 
training a year plus an 
evening most weeks and 
the occasional weekend. 

Uniform is free and naval 
pay and travelling 
expenses are payable; in 
addition, most reservists 
qualify for an annual 
tax-free bonus (Bounty) * 
currently up to £1,050 pa. 


Recruits are normally British or Commonwealth subjects , 
aged between 16 and 33 years (43 for ex-RN}. 
male or female and physically fit. 


NAVAL 


RESERVE 


RESETTLEMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 


FOR YOU IN THE 
HEALTH 8f FITNESS 
INDUSTRY 

Interested in a rewarding career opportunity as a 
personal trainer, sports therapist or nutritionist? 

For personal one-to-one aduice and details of 
Premier's unique resettlement package please 
contact ROD DOWLIfiG on his direct line 

01225 353581 

and arrange to uisit a training centre near you . 

PREMIER TRAINING 
flf DEVELOPMENT LTD 

Parade House, 

70 Pore Street 
TTowbridge, 
Wiltshire 
5A14 8I1Q 

TRAINING St --“Si 
DEVELOPMENT 
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Looking for a new Career in the 
Offshore Industry? 

Nutec Safety Training Centres provide safety £> medical 
training to 0PU0 standards for installation & standby & 
support vessels. Nutec courses are recognised for 
resettlement training & are MOD approved 



hf j Whir 6 ww <*u*i ui 
man m oimj 

r*E 01 M2 541W4 
MMt nuKn40onyintt.cB.iA 
Gtftoav Mt 01471 Jtttta 
mtQttk M 01H4 77V0Q* 


H Nutec 





WORKING AT THE FOREFRONT OF ROTARY AIRCRAFT TECHNOLOGY 


Aircraft Technicians 


Up to £16,200 & benefits - Boscombe Down, Wiltshire 


As the largest scientific and technical organisation of its 
kind in Europe, DERA, the Defence Evaluation and 
Research Agency, provides worid-dass engineering 
solutions and a broad range of technical services to the 
MOD and industrial partners around the world. 

The Aircraft Test and Evaluation Sector at Boscombe Down 
is the UK's official centre tor the evaluation and acceptance 
testing of all military aircraft, their armament and 
associated equipmem. with siate-oMhe-art simulation and 
rig facilities, plus a dedicated lest fleet we can promise a 
umquety diverse and challenging environment 

We are currently looking for a number of Technicians to 
strengthen our rmifti-sMied Rotary Aircraft technical 
support teams, working on advanced models, both current 
mitary types and m the near Mure aircraft such as Merlin, 
Apache and Chinook 3, As a Mechanical Technician, you 
will deal pnnopaHy with engine and airframe technologies. 
Alternatively, as an Avionic Technician you wilt deal 
principally with electronic systems. Either way, the scope of 
your duties wil encompass demanding technical projects - 
from flight and routine servicing to the installation of test 
instrumenlatKin. This will involve travelling away from base 
and contributing to the success of land and sea trials 
conducted under operational conditions 

To join us. you should have signfficant relevant experience - 
either in me armed forces or the aerospace industry - ideally 


backed by a recognised apprenticeship and/or technical 
qualification. For the Mechanical role, specific knowledge of 
rotary wing aircraft ts essential. A committed leam-player 
you must be enthustasbc and quick to learn with a flexible 
approach to your workload when the pressure is on. 

As welt as diversity of experience, you can took forward to 
a range of high-quality lining to strengthen and extend 
your skills. Excellent career prospects wittiin our world- 
class organisation wilt be matched by an attractive salary 
and benefits package, including norhconiributory pension 
and generous holidays. These positions are offered on a 
permanent basis. 

DERA welcomes applications from suitably qualified 
peopfe regardless of sex, manta! status, race or dtsabrflly 

For an application form, please contact quoting reference 
14/99, Aircraft Test & Evaluation Sector Personnel, Room 6, 
Building 456. DERA Boscombe Down, Salisbury. Wiltshire 
SP4 OJF Tel; 01980 662391. The closing date for receipt of 
applications is 16th Apnl 1999. 


www.dera.gov.uk 



Are you 

looking for a 

new career 

Then look at becoming a 

driving 

instructor... 

earn up to £400pw + car 

with job 

satisfaction? 

if the idea of working as a self-employed 
driving instructor appeals to you. then calf 
for more information about our approved 
instructor training course. 

FOR DETAILS 

CALL FREE 

CENTRAL INSTRUCTORS ASSOCIATION 

0800 70 7000 



BECOME A PROFESSIONAL 


PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATOR 


A rewarding adventurous 

career through our comp reliant hr* 

HOME STUDY COURSE 

K .EADS TO NVQ 
ASSESSMENT 

y of Professional 
Private Investigation 


For a Free Prospectus 

TEL,01444 441111 NOW 


OFF! HR lands Hosts, 

3 Huliown Hoed, Hayndt Hstth. 
W«tf Semi RH16 3 PH 


INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 
s«ki male/fcmaks Ambitious, 
caring, honest. Secure future. 
For mote information caU 
DAVID HEADS ON (07071U22I23 


BUTLER JCOIIRSE 

Nu vrek imreshr tours*, mriting the 
lull range of si Ms rttiujjx'd lo become 
a Traditional M Mlfilppid 
for dir ‘ 



Call The Lad) AjkI ty School for 
Butlers and Butler Vgemy on, 

0700-BUTLERS 
or 01285-885283 

/or furl her details 
Hit * hurst Fume Office, 
OrenccMer Park, 
Cirencester, Glos. GL7 2BT 


FLS Aerospace Limited 



The prospect of jotruog FLS Aerospace is an exciting one. Already a 
fcading independent provider of full support maintenance services 
to the airline industry, FLS aim to be a world leader. 


[ Operating from London GttfWCk London Stanstad London Luton [ 
| and Manchester airports, we now have vacancies for the foflowtng [ 

LICENSED ENGINEERS 


COMMERCIAL PERSONNEL 


WIDE RANGING ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 




MECHANICAL/AVIONIC WORKSHOP MECHANICS! 


| MECHANICAL Engine Shop Hydrauhc Shop Sheet Metal 
avionic instrument Sbop Rad o Shop Seeincat Shop 

Applications from qualified engineers welcomed Experience Aerospace 
advantageous but appropriate training will be provided where necessary. 


This is an outstanding opportunity to join a growing organisation that offers 
an attractive mnKjne*at>Ort package including a competitive salary 
e*cef!$*H benefit* and sound prospects for career advancement 


Please apply m writing enclosing CV to Guy Whittaker, 

Senior Personnel Officer FLS Aerospace Limited. Long Border Road, 
London - Siansted Airport, Essex CM24 IRE 


For Company information see m website at> 
vftvw.FLSAefopsace com 

E-mail guyw&ffsaerospace com Fa* No 01279 680086 


FIS 

difAc i 
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and Business Qpportmiifies 



Advertise in 
these pages and 
reach one of the 
most highly 
trained and best 
disciplined work 
forces in the 
world. 

Call 

Debbie or Jane 
on 

01705 725062 
or 724226 

SECOND INCOME 


Your own part lime business. 

No investment. Set your own pace. 
Free Wo pack - Netkomm. 
Freepost (SWB 20559) 

Poole, DH154ZZ 

ejrtail into@nettMwmfreeserve.co.uk 


( LEAVING THE SERVICE? i 


Train to be a Technical 
Author with our top quality 
distant* learning count 
l*am at your omm pate? 
fistabltthrd over 10 years 

THE COLLEGE OF, 
TECHNICAL 
AUTHORSHIP 

Rrf NN4, P.O. Box 7 
CKcadle, Cheshire 

SK8 3 BY 

- 0161 437 4235 


THE OPPORTUNITY 
OF A LIFETIME! 

Automatic repeating, residual 
income with huge earning potential 
TThs new company wifl revuiutorcTe 
oorranurwattons. vrfth The Internet 
Teteoornnijncatiom and TV 
The Future m hem! 
Leaders & Focused Individuais 
wanted to spearhead the Network. 
Aggressive European expansion 
happening now 

DO NOT DELAY! TEL or FAX: 

01202 877843 (UK) 


Alrcrewman Expert! ASW! 

Observer Subject Matter Expert! 

Pilot Subject Matter Expert! 

Electrical Maint airier! 

Curriculum Developers 1 

Modification and defrvery ot Helicopter {ideally Merlin) training material 
and development of documentation i 
Classroom and simulation instruction! 

PC literate? 6 months Based In Culdroset 
Call ARM 01705 377111 

Combat System Engineer? 

Provide support to MOD. Tactical Data links. Weapons Systems 1 
To 40k + bens Bristol! 

Call ARM 01705 377111 



Bodyguard 

Training 

CTP pr*l*fTitf $up0k«Y 

By « -22 - SAS personnel 
For gt -M Oi cgm anfrffmw rw tfan g to enter the 
Protection industry 


Wte hswe a m level structural syllabus tetonfl me Extent from the tetetc/iitefmwiHte skies 
through to toe more complex skate of Person* Protection Subjects ndtrVO are 

ui Ant) Ambush W Driving Skitts/Defensive C.Q B Defence 

y Surveillance & Counter Surveillance a Weapons Handling eta 


The course is spread out over tour separate weeks at our resderm^ training site m Devon 
For a free intor maDo n pack or any questions you may have, ptease phone on our dreef bne 



or contact your resettlement advisor, attemattvety, write to: 

Metro House, Northgato, Chichvstor, West Sushi P 019 181 



2U WILMStJOW ROAD * CHKAOUE - CHESHMU3 SKS U>w 
TOJVMOMfc 0161 42* 7**t 

Driving Instruction 

£19,600 per annum Guaranteed - Minimum 12 months contracts 
40 hour week and car supplied 

If you arc about 10 leave the forces and have held a full UK driving licence with not 
more than 4 penalty points then we will GUARANTEE you £19*600 per annum 
plus car after qualifying as an Approved Driving Instructor, You should enjoy 
driving* have an interest in teaching safe driving skills to learner drivers and he 
willing to work a minimum of 40 hours per week in your own area. 

Training conducted and supervised by Advanced Driving Examiners 
28 da vs full training period - Placement guaranteed within 10 days of qualifying 

Tel. Cath today on 0161 491 0234 

for information pack and written guarantee of employment after qualifying 



POLICE 

RECRUITMENT 


D«tari#d and Comprehensive 
Dkwnce Loamwig Programme 
tor dfipiiiunitf Apptmmts 
Tel: 01302 659954 
NEW LEAF EDUCATION 
PO So* 460 . DONCASTER 
DN4 3XL 


OIL RIGS 

ftt# £ s%mUat Gmdo * 

FOR XNVQME WMO IS NTf RESTED IN 
WORK Of F SHORE ON Oil RIGS AND 
OOCSN T KNOW WHERE TO START 
PACKED FULL OF ALL THE 
INFORMATION YOU WILL EVER NEED 
ABOUT OIL RIGS, 

* Honks un*K\ - 

01253 669806 

. TV* 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY 


NEWSAGENT - CONFECTIONER ■ TTMACtONtST 
TE0V1L SOMERSET 

VM stented tofQC Jtewto/privtet iteMld dnthd. 

t/ 8 rtssooi ur m.tffe 

L/Ref* Mat U.HO Ek Ibep 47V H tl 

Retirement Sate Cl9.500 *■ SAV 

Flat mwM iltilw iwpirtle lim 

Tel: 01935 474839 


START A SIGN SHOP 



THE SAME DAY 
C.V. COMPANY 


Ready to move on? 
Ring 

01753 890243 

Job Search & CVs 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 


M- 1FEBMMAXO 

ASSESSMENT ENGINEER 

Ml Lifeguard Equipment Limited hat t> vacancy Far an Assessment Engineer of 
tot Life Support Division based at Slough although a targe percentage 
of the work could be offete. The company specialises in Aircrew and 
Marine Safety and Survival Equipment and is looking to recruit 
someone with a sound knowledge of current military aircrew and 
survival equipment, good communicator, ^elfmotivo te d, adaptable 
and able to work, without supervision. 

ML Lifeguard conducts integration and assessment work lor the 
MOD and major aircraft contractors and the Life Support Division has 
its own environmental test facility for use by both commercial and 
military customers. 

Salary will be commensurate with experience and includes 
contributory pension scheme and private medical insurance. 

Please apply in writing with current C.V, to, 

Mrs, Allyn Anthony. ML Lifeguard Equipment luntied, 

292 Leigh Rood, Trading Estate, Slough. Serbs Si 1 4 BD 

- - 4 OWtuiW pic nwqfirf** ■« 


HARRIER. JAGUAR. TORNADO & MERLIN MISSION SYSTEMS RIGS... 


r 




Evaluating next-generation 
avionic systems for 
advanced military aircraft 



Up to £22,000 & benefits * Boscombe Down. Wiltshire 


As the largest scientific and technical organisation of its 
kind in Europe, DERA, the Defence Evaluation and 
Research Agency, provides workhdass engineering 
solutions and a broad range of technical services to the 
MOD and industrial partners around the world. 

The Ajraaft Tesl and Evaluation Sector at Boscombe Down 
is the UK's official centre tor the evaluation and acceptance 
testing of all military aircraft, thar armament and associated 
equipment With state-of-the-art ground facilities plus a 
dedicated tesl Heel we can promise a uniquely diverse 
environment where every day bongs fresh challenges and a 
renewed sense of professional satisfaction. 

We are looking for a number of talented individuals to join 
the multH^sciplinary teams working on our advanced 
Avionic Rigs tor aircraft such as Barnet Sea Hamer FA2, 
Jaguar, EH101 Merlin and Tornado GR4/4A. These full-scale 
ground based aircraft ngs have the capacity to test mission 
systems software controlling navigation and weapons 
delivery From the support and maintenance of all 
equipment to the conduct of Inals. the interpretation of 
results and liaison with diems to provide reports and advice, 
these are hands-on rotes with responsibility throughout the 
trfecyde of complex evaluation projects 
To join us, you wilt ideally have specific knowledge of the 
aircraft already mentioned. However, as tong as your record 
demonstrates relevant experience of aircraft swerve 
systems, we can complement your expertise with additional 
product training. An understanding of software would prove 


an additional advantage, along with a good understanding 
of modern daiabus architecture. Add to this excellent 
cornmumcalton skills, a strong sense of team spin! and (he 
abikty to deliver under pressure, and you have what it takes 
to meet the demands of this exerting challenge. 

Supported by a culture of lifelong learning, you can look 
forward to outstanding career development, bmtled only by 
your own abilities and ambition. We also offer an attractive 
package, with benefits mtf udmg norecontnDutory pension 
and generous hobdays, Just as importantly you'll drawer a 
superb quality of life in the heart of the VWtslwre countryside. 
Relocation assistance may be available where appfecabte 
and the positions are offered on a permanent bas*s. 

DERA welcomes applications from suitably qualified people 
regardless of sex, mama! states, race or disability 

For an application form, please contact, quoting reference 
32/99, Aircraft Test and Evaluation Sector Personnel, Room 
6. Budding 456. DERA Boscombe Down. Salisbury Wiltshire 
SP4 OJF, Tel: 01980 662391. The dosing date tor receipt of 
completed applications ts 14th Apni 1999 
www.tiera.goY.uk 


DERA is an Agency of the MOD 













































































In Brief 


BRITISH Judo Association 
national coach Seth Birch 
dropped in on the RN Judo 
Association trials and 
squad training - and gave a 
three-hour coaching ses¬ 
sion. 

Overall open winner was 
AEM James Clement (HMS 
Heron) in a competition in 
four weight categories which 
featured 20 of the Navy's top 
players. 


THREE teams battled it out in 
a round robin for the RN 
Squash Rackets Association 
knockout trophy, with HMS 
Scahawk having to withdraw 
from the semi-finals at the last 
minute through injuries. 


HMS Neptune found Bath 
and HMS Nelson too strong, 
losing 5-0 in both matches, and 
in the title decider the final 
game went to a final set, Ian 
Binks winning that set 9-3 
against Chris Dungate to give 
Nelson a 3-2 victory and pos¬ 
session of the John Jacques 
trophy for another year. 


A PENALTY flick in extra 
time gave RNAS Yeovilton a 
3-2 victory over hosts 
BRNC Dartmouth in the 
Royal Navy Cup. 

Goals from CPO Mitchell 
(two) and PO Morgan 
proved enough to see the 
air station through. 

■ ■ ■ 

DEVI )NPORT Services rugby 
team have beaten a tounng 
American military side 28-10. 

Services opened the scoring 
against Norwich University 
Military Academy. from 
Vermont, when MEM Scott 
Witt put flanker Brian 
Crichton away for a try. 
further tries from Richard 
Turner and Shaun Nicholls put 
the Devonport side ahead by 
17-10, a lead extended by Scott 
Williams in the second half 
after RM bandsman Karl 
Long burst through on a short 

p.IVS 

The Academy is a private 
school for officers training for 
the US armed forces. 


A CHARITY golf tournament 
in support of SSAFA Forces 
Help is to be held at the 
Langdon Hills Golf Club at 
Bulphan in Essex. 

The event, on April 27, is 
organised by the Rayleigh 
branch of the Royal Naval 
Association, and is expect¬ 
ed to feature around 140 
golfers. 


THE NAVY fared badly at the 
Inter-Service basketball cham¬ 
pionships hosted by the Army 
.U the Prince William of 
Gloucester Barracks in 
Grantham. 

The RN juniors lost narrow¬ 
ly to the RAF by 52-47, and 
kept within 20 points of the 
title-winning Army team 
before losing 85-66. 

The women took a batter- 
mu. losing 82*18 in the RAF 
and 88-3 to the Army, who won 
the section, and the Seniors 
could do nothing to break the 
losing streak, going down 69-48 
to eventual winners the RAF 
and 82-36 to the Army. 


REAR Admiral Jonathon 
Band has officially opened 
the newly-refurbished HMS 
Collingwood Rugby Club. 

Admiral Band, Assistant 
Chief of Naval Staff and 
president of the RN Rugby 
Union, cut a ceremonial rib¬ 
bon and thanked the Sailors 
and Fleet Amenities Fund 
and the Collingwood CAF 
for providing the funding for 
the work. 


C New format promises more fun ^ 


FUNDAMENTAL changes in the RN/RM 
Windsurfing Championships are to be 
brought in for this year’s event in May. 

There will be a move away from the 
standard racing format of using long- 
boards around the same old course, no 
matter what the conditions. 

This year, at the RN Championships at 
Browndown Camp in Gosport, any equip¬ 
ment can be used in an unrestricted open 
fleet, though there will still be a restricted 


fleet for novices or the “equipmentally 
challenged". 

The RN event is on May 22-23, and it is 
hoped the new race format will make it a 
more relaxed and enjoyable series. 

There are also plans to stage a wind¬ 
surfing festival weekend in late October, 
based on the popular funboard course 
run by the RAF at Anglesey. 

This weekend will be for any member of 
the RN or RM who feels they need a few 
tips towards windsurfing techniques. 


Rumour has it that it may be held at the 
Calshot Activity Centre in Hampshire. 

For entry forms and details about the 
weekend, which will promises top per¬ 
sonalities and demo kit, contact Lt Cdr 
Simon Kingsbury, WEO in HMS 
Lancaster. 

For information on beginners courses, 
which are held throughout the summer 
term, contact CPO Ian Seward at RNAS 
Yeovilton on ext 5440. 


Endurance contests 
'Winter Olympics' 



• On the skids - AB(MW) Socs Gulson and AB(R) Key Pownall push it to the limit on the Antarctic 
Winter Olympics luge course. 


A VISIT to an Antarctic ice 
base gave HMS Endurance 
the opportunity to compete 
for a Naval version of the 
Winter Olympics. 

And the ship's football team 
is laying a claim to have otaped 
the most southerly match by a 
Navy vessel - 64 mto bade 
the Antarctic Circle 

Organised by POPT Dean 
Steer and C/Sgt Nice Lane, 
the Olympics pitted the Navy's 
bravest and best against staff 
from the British Antarctic 
Survey base at Rothera in 
events which included down¬ 
hill. dual slalom and a skidoo 
rally. 

But the most popular event 
proved to be the 60 metre luge, 
which had been dug out in two 
hours that morning. 

On completion of the formal 
‘Olympics’ there was a free-for-all. 
with half of the ship’s company 
sledging, skiing and making gash- 
hag runs. 

The ship’s footballers faced a 
tricklei cli.illengc. *ith a bitterly 
cold cross-wind bringing the wind- 
chill mark below zero. 

On a gravel pitch normally used 
to park aircraft, against a back¬ 
drop of ice cliffs and glaciers, the 
two teams were evenly matched in 
the first half. 

Goals from AB Scouse Fcwtrcll 
and AB Dcano Hadlow gave 
Endurance a 2-1 interval lead, and 
afta .» rapid half-time break the 

tilness of tinj nflOTl began t<> 
count and they finished 4-1 win¬ 
ners, second-naif scorers being 
Fcwtrell and LS General Booth. 

With Rothera situated 67 
degrees 37 minutes south, the team 
wonders if anyone has played a 
proper match further south. 


Veteran 
pairings 
in close 
contest 


A LARGE turnout made for a 
busy RN badminton champi¬ 
onships, held this year at HMS 
Neptune in Scotland. 

The top three veterans doubles 
pairs gave tournament organisers 
a headache when they finished 
with identical points. The eventual 
winners were Lt Cdr Rowlands 
(HMS Osprey) and Cdr Steel 
(HMS Sultan), who pipped CPO 
Balmforth (HMS Neptune) and 
AEM Edwards (Yeovilton). 

Lt Cdr Rowlands received a 
presentation to mark the end of 
nis long stint as RNBA secretary. 

Ll r I I osh (I IMS Neptune) put 
in a good performance in the final 
against Mne O’Connor (3Cdo), 
giving him the open singles title 
for the third year in succession. 

In the women’s event PO 
Phillips beat her great rival PO 
Murray, though they later teamed 
up to win the doubles, while 
WOM(AW) Stevenson (HMS 
Enter) adhered a ramen-up 
spot on her debut, partnering Lt 
Webber in the doubles. 

Other winners were: 

U21 singles: Mne Ewens 

Men’s rest, doubles: CH Tate 

and Mne Ewens 

Ladies’ rest, doubles: WRN 

Mehen and Lt Collins 

Vet men’s singles: CPO 

Balmforth 

Mixed doubles: Lt Cdr 
Rowlands and PO(W) Murray 
Men’s doubles: Lt Cdr 
Rowlands and CPO Frlsby 


Finalists 
square up 

HMS COLLINGWOOD is two 
thirds of the way to a cup treble 
after a second 5-1 final victory. 

Having won the Charity Cup by 
be lting HMS Osprey, the 
Collingwood team fell a goal 
behind to RM Poole, but goals by 
Ouirke and Peachey put them 
ahead at the break. 

Constant second-half pressure 
saw both Collingwood scorers 
double their tally and Dunnley add 
a fifth to take the Senior 
Challenge cup back to Fareham. 

The third leg of the triple is the 
Navy Cup final, against HMS 
Culdrose, to be played at HMS 

Drake. 

Culdrose reached the final with 
a narrow win over HMS Drake. 

The winning goal of three was 
scored by S/Lt Malcolm Ellison in 
a frantic period of extra time. 


Navy runners up the pace 



• Bowing out - Bob Chapman 
at his last Inter-Service Cross 
Country Championships. 


NAVY teams may not have 
won the titles, but the 1999 
Inter-Scrvicc Cross Country 
Championships will long be 
remembered as the moment 
when Navy endurance athletics 
really came of age, writes Lt 
Cdr Boh Chapman. 

The Juniors and Ladies finished 
second, the Veterans finished a 
dose third, and the Seniors lost by 
only four points to the Army, fin¬ 
ishing second for the first time in 
more than 30 years. 

On top of this, the Navy won 
three individual medals. 

The Army and RAF now know 
that future Inter-Service champi¬ 
onships will lx: three-way contests. 

Since the summer. Navy 
endurance athletes have been 
guided in their training by coach 
Chris Jones under the watchful eye 
of team manager Bob Dunkley. 

Monthly weekend training ses¬ 
sions. along with a dedicated build¬ 
up to the championships, proved 
worthwhile on a muddy, undulat- 


ing course at HMS Raleigh. 

First in action were the Juniors, 
with local athlete Mark Adams 
recovering from a heavy fall a half- 
mile from home to tab the silver 
Ben Novak (CTCRM) and James 
Buckle (HMS Newcastle) finished 
just outside the medals. 

The Army team finished just 
ahead of the Navy, with the RAF 
well hack in third. 

The Veterans’ chances were 
badly dented by the withdrawal of 
English international and reigning 
Services champion John Rye in the 


week of the race, and Al Rich had 
to pull out during the race. 

But Steve Payne (40Cdo) 
grabbed individual glory, winning 
by more than half a minute, and 
Gingc Gough (Collingwood) just 
beat an Army runner to take the 
bronze; the pair almost helped lift 
the Navy into second place. 

Bob Chapman (Yeovilton). 
despite being well over 50, fol¬ 
lowed up strongly in 12th, in what 
was his last Inter-Services after 
more than 30 years of RN running. 

In the I .idles event the Army 


made the early running, but a 
domestic battle between Vicky 
Norton (HMS Cambridge), 
Belinda Fear (Culdrose) and 
Lindsey Gannon (HMS Warrior) 
saw them edge up and finish fifth, 
sixth and seventh respectively, with 
only six seconds separating them. 

The Men’s race provided a 
thrilling climax, with Tim Watson 
(RM Band, Portsmouth) tucking in 
the leading group early on. 

With half a lap to go the Army 
was in front, but the Navy had seen 
off the RAF and was closing fast. 

At the line Watson was clear in 
fourth, with Garry Gerrard 
(Gloucester Careers) fifth and 
M irk Croasdale (Cdo Log RM) 
sixth, but despite a tense closing 
lap the Army had just maintained 
the advantage by just four points. 

Other good runs came from 
Terry Parcs (CTCRM), George 
Roper and Paul Levick (Yeovilton) 
in the Men’s, Roger Saynor (HMS 
Temcraire) in the Veterans’ and 
Janet Beaton (HMS Drake). 


Belinda notches a first first 

CULDROSE runner Belinda Fear ran a great cross country race to 
win the Westward League fixture at Paignton. 

The course was flat and not too muddy, which suited Belinda’s 
track speed, and she took charge of proceedings during the sec¬ 
ond lap to finish more than 60 metres clear and register the first- 
ever victory in this league by a female Navy runner. With one race 
to go, Belinda looks set to finish in the top three overall positions. 

Meanwhile, on the roads Tim Watson, of the RM Band, 
Portsmouth, continued his preparations for the Inter-Service 
cross country championships by finishing sixth in the Chichester 
10km on a windy course. 

































Options 


NAVY NEWS. APRIL 1999 43 







Sailors win 
football title 


Lusty loses to Bath 

BATH and England winger David Trick led a Bath 
Select XV to a 71-0 victory over HMS Illustrious in 
a challenge match - but the carrier s Welfare Fund 
benefited to the tune of £4,000 through various 
fund-raising events. 

The Bath team, including members of the 
University of Bath and University College. London, 
were on the ship as part of the Bath PLC rugby day 
held on board the ship in Portsmouth. 

■ The Combined Services Under 21s secured a late 
victory over the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst 
during a training weekend at Aldershot. 

In wet conditions the combined side started hes¬ 
itantly, and soon found themselves 21 points 
down. 

They had almost halved the deficit by the break, 
and stepped up a gear in the second half - but only 
went ahead in the final ten minutes,winning 27-21. 

• Confrontation - the Bath and Illustrious front 
rows prepare to scrum down. 


i Combined Services U21s v England Student U21s 
i National U12s Festival 
i Penalty kicking competition 
i House of Lords v House of Commons 
i Army & Navy static displays 


WILLIS CORROON 

INSURANCE BROKER TO THE WORLO 


More than just a rugby match... 


Rugby 13 
learn from 
Academy 

THE ROYAL Navy rugby league 

tide on Huddersfield 

Academy in a pre-season game at 
HMS Collingwood - and were 
taught a lesson by their opponents. 

The 17-19-year-olds of the 
Academy had the Navy under 
pressure from the start, and skilful 
passing and co-ordinated game 
plays nut the visitors well ahead, 
thougn the RN bagged a try’ before 
the break to make it 24-6. 

The Navv scored first in the sec¬ 
ond half, but the Academy was 
soon back on the attack, and a late 
rally by the sailors could only bring 
the final score back to 34-14. 

■ A special appearance is on the 
cards when the RN faces the Civil 
Service in another friemlK. at 
Burnaby Road. Portsmouth. 

Lt Bi'll Mccch an. vice chairman 
of the Navy team, will don his 
boots for the last ten minutes, his 
finale to the organisation he 
helped establish. Lt Meechan is 
going to C anada w it h tus lamilv 

The game, on April 15, kicks off 
at 18(X)hrs. and entry is free. 

■ litis year’s involvement in the 
Public Servants Cup begins at the 
Victory Stadium on Mav 13 when 
the Navy entertain the RAF. 

Squash teams 
knocked flat 

THE NAVY had few successes to 
cheer at the Inter-Service squash 
tournament at HMS Temerairc. 

The senior team lost 5-0 to both 
the Aram and RAF, and the veter¬ 
ans fared little better, losing 3-2 to 
the Army and 5-0 to the RAF. 

The i S team and the 

women both tasted victory of sorts. 
The junior side had a 5-0 w alkover 
against the RAF who couldn’t 
rute a team, but lost in the final 
match to go dow n 3-2. 

The women lost 5-0 to the 
Army, but rallied to beat the RAF 
V2 to take aeoond place. 

Dryad prove 
top anglers 

HMS DRYAD took the honours 
at the Solent Area RN and RM 
Sea Angling Association presenta¬ 
tion evening. 

The association numbers 50 civil¬ 
ians and service personnel, includ¬ 
ing all Portsmouth shore establish¬ 
ments and HM ships Grafton. York. 
Manchester and Fearless. 

Dryad won most boat and beach 
team trophies and Sultan won the 
Midweek League team trophy and 
were runners-up to Dryad overall. 

Adventure wins 

ADVENTURE, the RN entij in 
the Transglobe 98 round-the-world 
yacht race, won the third leg from 
Panama to Hawaii, leaving all 
three Service yachts level overall. 

Having lost the second leg when 
a squall broke a boom as they were 
leading, this tcxt-lxxik victory put 
them in good heart for the next leg. 
which started on March 20 and 
should end in Hong Kong towards 
the end of this month. 


Second 
place is 
a moral 
victory 

A WIN against the RAF in the 
Indoor Inter-Services Athletics 
Championships is believed to be 
the first time that another Service 
team has been beaten by the Navy 
in a full track and field competi¬ 
tion since World War II. writes 
WOMI \ Paul Winton. 

Three university sides featuring 
high-calibre athletes - Brunei. 
Loughborough and Birmingham - 
also competed, leaving the sailors 
in fifth place. 

Team result: 1st: Brunei 
(201 pts); 2nd: Loughborough 
(178); 3rd: Army (116); 4th: 
Birmingham (105); 5th: Royal 
Navy (100); 6th: RAF (87). 

Individually 11 RN athletes 
were unbeaten by other Services 
team members, including Helen 
Keeping, LPT Micky Breed and 
CpI Dave Bonsall, and more than 
one athlete recorded better results 
than would have been expected 
after spending months at sea on 
ships. 

■ Formal coaching by Ty Lewis, 
a qualified multi-events coach 
(and former RN athletics coach) is 
on offer at the VictOV) Stadium in 
Burnaby Road. Portsmouth on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays (18(X)- 
2000 ). 

If successful, the training pro¬ 
gramme may be widened to other 
areas. 

Anyone interested is welcome; 
if you have specific training or 
coaching requirements and cannot 
attend, contact the Athletics 
Coaching Administrator at HMS 
Temerairc (01705 724193 or Mil 
9380 24193). 


THE NAVY has taken the Inter- 
Services football title - but slipped 
up against civilian opposition. 

The Navy men started off with a 
draw against the RAF at Uxbridge. 
Plav flowed from end to end with 
botVi sides going close before the 
RAF had a goal disallowed. 

I he s.niors immediately rubbed 
salt into the wound by taking the 
lead through POPT Fraser Quirkc. 
but were pushed back in the sec¬ 
ond half, and the airmen went level 
in the 76th minute. 

Two late Navy chances went 
begging, and the game ended 1-1. 

With the RAF sneaking a win at 
Aldershot, the Navy needed to 
beat the Army to take the title. 

In front of a capacity crowd the 
Navy missed earlv chances and fell 
behind, but Ouirfcc and O’Neil put 
them ahead, and C'lapham scored 
the vital third after the break. 

The soldiers pulled one back, 
but were on the defensive for the 
u-si <>! tlie match 

Meanwhile the final match of 
the SWOC co mp e tition saw the 
Navy return to early-season form, 
thumping Hampshire 5-0 with a 


brace of goals from POAEM Nigel 
Thwaitcs and EPPT Fraser 
Ouirke. AEM Paul CTaphfem grab¬ 
bing the fifth. 

But a mid-season slump, which 
saw two draws and a defeat, meant 
the Navy failed to win its group. 

A weakened side slipped to 
defeat against the Civil Service. 

With three making their debut, 
the Navy struggled to settle early, 
but despite taking the game to the 
civilians after the break the visitors 
nicked the winner on 64 minutes. 

The Navy team is now' looking 
forward to a football break in 
Dallas later this month - which is 

•too the definition of the RN 
Youth team, who came back from 
Molcscy with a hard-earned draw 
against Surrey in the Home 
Counties League. 

The Navy team took a nearly 
lead through Mark Nichol (HMS 
Collingwood). but by the quarter- 
hour were 2-1 down. 

Collingwood’s George Walker 
scored twice in the second half to 
restore the sailors’ lead, but Surrey 
finished strongly to make it 3-3. 


Kick off 3.00pm 

Tickets £12.50 including programme 
£5.00 children and OAPs 
Discounts for families and schools 

Booking Hotline 

01705 865575 


BOXERS from HMS Sultan proved 
too strong for the students of 
Cambridge University, with the 
sailors finishing 7-3 ahead. 

MEM Kav Kavanagh was the first 
in the ring, and forced his opponent 
to take two standing counts before 
winning on points. 

OM Kev Davie, a newcomer to RN 
boxing, also won, and CPOMEA Taff 
Breeds not only punished his oppo¬ 
nent. but also won best boxer award. 

un captain MEM Max Mnwdl 
gained a majority decision against an 
experienced boxer, and MEM Andy 
Farrow put Sultan 5-0 up with a first- 
round k.o. 

NA Brum Brumpton. on his boxing 
debut, gave away weight and height to 
a rugged opponent but fought well, 
losing on a majority decision. 

Team-mate MEM Chris Carr 
had to be withdrawn by coach 
O Shillingford after he was cut 
inside his mouth, but AEM 
Adie Myers put Sultan back on 
course by forcing the 
Cambridge corner to throw in 
the towel. 

MEM Nobby Noble outpointed his 
man. but the final bout of the night 
went to the visitors, LPT Neil Howe 
losing a tough heavyweight contest. 

■ The annual RN v RM boxing show 
was a great success, despite the main 
challenge only providing three con¬ 
tests at HMS Heron. 

After a good light middleweight 
fight between Mnes Tang (RMR) and 
Guthrie (40Cdo). MEM Kav 
Kavanagh stopped AEM Chris 
Herrity (HMS Heron). 

The first team match saw OM Kev 
Davie under attack from Mne 
Swaynstone. but the sailor upped the 
pace in the third and fignt was 
stopped 90 seconds into the final 


Army v Navy 

at Twickenham Saturday 24 April 1999 

for The Willis Corroon Trophy 


• Cooling down - HMS Sultan coach Q Shillingford sprays boxer MEM Kav Kavanagh. 


round. Davie won the best boxer vote. 

The second team match saw Mne 
Andl Andrews (42Cdo) break the 
nose of CPOMEA Taff Breeds (CFM 
Portsmouth) in a bout which was well- 
received by the Ycovilton crowd. 
Breeds took best runner-up award. 

AEM Adie Myers’ superior fitness 
paid of when the Culdrose man out¬ 
pointed OM Johnson (HMS Beaver), 
nut the next bout, between AEM Al 
Houghton and MEM Chris Carr, fea¬ 
tured big punches, and the reteiee 
stopped it in the third in favour of 
Houghton. 

The final team match was an excit¬ 
ing heavyweight contest between LPT 
Howie and Mne Buick. the Navy man 
defending and covering well against 
the Marine’s bulldozing forays. 

Howie was awarded the bout on 
points. 


Fighters are edged out 

NAVY boxers lost narrowly to the Home Counties in front 
of special guest, soccer and now film star Vinnie Jones. 

MEM Tommy Lawton lost a gruelling bout on a majority 
decision, but MEM Kav Kavanagh evened the score by 
stopping his man in the second round. 

LOM Naz Colbourne s fancy footwork and fast hands 
were undone when he was stopped by a thunderous right, 
but OM Jono Johnson survived a knock-down to drop his 
opponent. 

MEM Max Maxwell. CPOMEA Taff Breed and AEM Adie 
Myers all ran their opponents close, but MEM Nobbie 
Noble and OM Kev Davie won to make the final score 5-4. 

Command coaches POPT Q Shillingford (Portsmouth) 
and CPOMEA Kev Hay (Plymouth) have training sessions 
as follows: Portsmouth: Mon and Weds 1645-1800 at HMS 
Sultan, Tues and Thurs 1730-1900 at HMS Nelson. 

Plymouth: Mon and Weds 1200-1300, Tues and Thurs 
1630-1800, all at HMS Drake. All are welcome. 


RN sinks students 
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President’s thanks for Westminster in Sierra Leone 


HMS WESTMINSTER has been thanked 
by the President Kabbah of Sierra Leone 
for the ship's continued presence in his 
troubled country. 

The President expressed his personal grati¬ 
tude when he was welcomed on board the Type 
23 frigate berthed in the capital, Freetown, on 
March 17. He was accompanied by Ministers of 


State and the British High Commissioner, Peter 
Penfold. 

While rebels continue to pose a threat, life 
seemed to be getting back to normal. Under 
their Commanding Officer, Cdr Jeremy 
Stanford, the ship’s company has been 
involved in a wide variety of tasks, including 
surveying the port area, repairing schools 
damaged during the fighting, and providing 


medical support and advice. 

The ship s football team played a Displaced 
XI in the national stadium, losing 3*0. And, in 
more sombre mood, a guard from the ship was 
resent, at the invitation of the Sierra Leone 
x-Servicemen's Association, at a memorial 
service in the Commonwealth War Graves 
Cemetery. 

The service was conducted by the Chaplain 


to the Fourth Frigate Squadron, the Rev 
Michael Brotherton. 

During her deployment in support of 
Operation Basilica, Westminster has been 
somewhat crowded, her normal complement of 
170 being swelled to 225 by the presence of 
personnel from the Permanent Joint HQ, the 
Fleet Standby Rifle Troop from 45 Commando, 
and 539 Boat Group RM. 




i 


This 


young 

ical team from HMS Westminster were providing support in a nearby hospital. 


citizen of Freetown gets a helping hand from Mne Tom Griffen, on guard while a med - 


Picture: LA(PHOT) Steve Wood 


warrants 


Fresh bid to 
solve wreck 
mystery 

IN A RENEWED bid to solve the 
mvstcry of what could be wreckage 
of Shackleton's ship Endurance, a 
team from the current HMS 
Endurance has taken samples for 
examination. The material h.»s 
been sent to the Scott Mai 
Research Institute at the 
University of Cambridge. 

The wreckage was discovered 
on Elephant Sand m 1971, hot.« 
raven by i ndurance Iasi yeai 
failed to identify it conclusively as 
that <>i Sn i rnesl Shackleton’s 
ship which was destroyed by ice 
over 80 years ago. Research ai that 
time tended to indicate the wreck¬ 
age was of an American sealer. 

During her deployment. 
Endurance revisited Argentina, 
calling at Mar Del Plata. 

Crew airlifted 
to safety 

A ROYAL NAVY helicopter lift¬ 
ed three seamen to safety from 
their gale-battered cargo ship and 
transferred them to the supply 
ship RFA i ori (leone. 

The Sea King aircraft from 
HMS Gannet lifted the crewmen 
from the NX)-tonne Belize vessel 
Royal One after her timber cargo 
shifted in rough weather. 

The master managed to bring 
his ship under control and make 
port with a tug standing by. 


Leisure grants 
top £3 million 


A 


GRANTS totalling £3 mil¬ 
lion have been made to 
innovative projects which 
are designed to enhance 
the quality of life in the 
Royal Navy - including 
£600,000 for ships and 
submarines. 

The grants, by the Sailors’ 
Fund, the Fleet Amenities 
Fund, and the RN Sports 
Fund were given final 
approval on March 18 and 
include: 

A fitness training facility 
for HMS Dryad (£486k), a new 


sports training hall for HMS 
Neptune (£477k), a Naval Air 
Command riding centre at 
RN air station Yeovilton 
(£328k), a welfare chapel and 
theatre project at HMS 
Warrior (£387k), a new all- 
weather sports pitch at RM 
Condor (£340k), a new cere¬ 
monials seating facility at 
HMS Raleigh (£166k), refur¬ 
bishment of the Home Club 
at Portsmouth (£381 k), and 
an RN RM water sports cen¬ 
tre at the Commando 
Training Centre at 
Lympstone (£180k). 


• HMS Illustrious leaves Portsmouth to 
begin trials after work to increase the size 
Of her flight deck. Picture: LA(PHOT) Dave Hunt 


MORE LEAVE travel warrants will be available to many Service personnel under 
a new scheme being introduced this month. 

The arrangements replace 
the 50-year-old UK Leave 
Travel Scheme (UKLTS) which 
was amended in October to 
give equal entitlement to single 
and married personnel. 

Now, following a thorough 
review, two new schemes will be 
introduced - a Get You Home 
(Early Years) scheme and a Get 
You Home (Stability Assistance) 
arrangement. As before, the Early 
Years scheme allows four warrants 
a year for the first three years of 
Naval service - recognising the 
need of young personnel to main¬ 
tain stability with their families. 

After three years service, that 
entitlement is replaced by Stability 
Assistance for those who retain a 
permanent base - owned or rented 
- away from their place of duty. 

That allows single and married per¬ 
sonnel three warrants a year - but 
only if they cannot or do not wish 
to take advantage of the Service’s 
relocation package. 

The Stability Assistance war¬ 
rants will also not be available to 
those taking advantage of the GYH 
(Posting) package for married per¬ 
sonnel posted unaccompanied. 


During the last decade of its 
operation. UKLTS had shifted its 
locus pragtOM) towards |umor 
personnel with an emphasis on 
home-base destinations. Although 
the Independent Review recom¬ 
mended abolition of the scheme in 
1995. the Ministry of Defence pre¬ 
ferred to retain the warrants, but to 
target them more at junior levels 

ana ringle pcno nncl . 

As a result, reduced entitle¬ 
ments were introduced last April, 
giving single personnel four war¬ 
rants a year in the first three years, 
and one from three to nine years. 
The allowance for married people 
was two in the first three years and 
none after. 

On legal advice that those 
arrangements contravened laws on 
marital discrimination, the amend¬ 
ment in October UM m.mial peo¬ 
ple the same entitlement as single 
personnel. 

The Royal Navy has agreed to 
the new In-Service scheme on the 
basis that it would wish to increase 
the Stability Assistance in the 
future, even if the other Services 
do not wish to do so. The new 
scheme is seen as a step towards 
that. 


Chinese 

honour 

Yangtse 

dead 
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‘No place for racism’ Ark to be first modern 

carrier in Rosyth refit 


A WARNING that strict discipli¬ 
nary procedures will be meted out 
to anyone in the \nned I bieea 
engaged in racism has been given 


by the Chiefs of all three Services. 

In a joint statement, the First 
Sea Lord. Admiral Sir Michael 
Boyce, and his Army and RAF 
counterparts reminded their 
Services of the part they have to 
play in combating racism! 

They said the Armed Forces had 
long had powers to deal with cases 
of membership of or support for 

g ro ups oi organkarions which 

incited racial hatred or violence. 

“There is no place whatsoever 
for racism in the Armed Forces,” 
thev said. 


HMS ARK Royal is due to be towed from 
Portsmouth to Rosyth early in May to 
undergo a two-year refit. 

Ark will be the first Invincible-class carrier to 
be refitted in Scotland under a comprehensive 
package being negotiated with Babcock Rosyth 
Defence Ltd. She is due to enter No. 1 Dock at 
Rosyth, currently occupied by RFA Fort Victoria. 

To coincide with the carrier’s journey north, a 
joint team from the ship and from Babcock will 
stage a sponsored cycle ride from Portsmouth to 


Rosyth in aid of various charities, including a 
children’s hospice in Scotland. 

Meanwhile, Ark’s sister-ship, HMS Illustrious 
has started trials after completing an extended 
docking period in which she became the first 
Invincible-class carrier to have her Sea Dart sys¬ 
tem removed and the flight deck extended 
almost to the bow. 

The work package has provided the ship with 
significant improvement in aircraft and weapon 
handling and storage capabilities. 


FOR THE first time the 
Chinese have honoured the 46 
officers and men who died 
during the Yangtse Incident 
which began 50 years ago this 
month. 

During HMS Boxer’s visit to 
Shanghai, wreaths were dropped 
overboard by the First Sea U>rd. 
Admiral Sir* Michael Boyce, and 
Admiral Zhao Gouiun. Deputy 
Chief of Staff of the (Thinesc Navy. 

Almost half the vie.id were 
killed m the frigate HMS 
Amethyst when she came under 
fire from Communist Chinese 
shore batteries while on a mission 

to Nanking. She was tr ap ped in 
the Yangtse rivet foi three months 
before breaking out 

■ HMS Boxer in Vietnam - 
page 2. 

Ex-Soviet bloc 
trio join NATO 

THREE former Soviet bloc coun¬ 
tries - Hungary. Poland and the 
Czech Republic have joined 
NATO in the Alliance's 50th 
anniversary vear. 

Foreign Jvccretary Robin Cook 
welcomed the move as “an historic 
step on the road to a united 
Europe.” He said NATO remained 
open to more members and was a 
force for good. 

MSV take on 
cadet vessel 

ONE of the Sea Cadet auxiliary 
training vessels has been acquired 
by the Maritime Volunteer 
Service. 

Built in I96& the T4ni fleet ten¬ 
der Appleby has been refitted with 
the help of the George John 
Livanos Charitable Trust. She will 
be based on the Medway and will 
operate in the Thames region and 
the Solent, w hich provides an ideal 
training ground for MVS units. 

■ Profile of the oldest mar¬ 
itime charity - page 37. 


Many to get 
extra leave 
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‘Easter ‘Eggstravaganzal 


appy Easter to ye all, my ship s fair full with all them choco- 
Jii 


late eggs that 
board. 


Jim, Susie and Technocat have smuggled on 


They've eaten so many they are looking a bit green. I think I might 
have to heave to before they heave ho!( You better watch out or you lot 
will be feeling a bit under the weather too. 

As it s April now and the first is a jolly important date I thought I would tell ye 
all about some new brussel sprouts that are being grown. Because most of you 
don't like them there green things the clever scientists have decided to grow 
them in different colours so you will eat them. You can choose what colour you 
would like. Clever eh! You'd better tell your mums and dads! 

All pirates missed out on most of their lessons cos they were busy sailing 
around the world so I am going to put in port for a while and go to them there 
museum things to catch up. I hear tell you Gang Plank members can get special 
to some museums, so read on and enjoy your Easter supplement. 


gentry 


Easter is also 


Technocat 
explores 
the internet 


WOW! Technocat has had 
a purr-feet time on the net 
this month. 

Do you remember last 
month Captain Plank asked 
Technocat to find out about 
Captain Cook? Well he did 
just that and he found it all so 
fascinating he did a general 
search on Explorers. 

For some serious explor¬ 
ing fun check out the kids 
area of the National 
Geographic site at: 
www.nationalgeographic.co 
m/kids index 

Kids in America have been 
tuning into a TV programme 
called Young Explorers. Why 
not visit the site and find out 
about the programme: 

www.pbs.org/wttw/web_ne 
wexp home 



If your head is in the stars 
then you need to go to 
www.space-explorers.com 
It’s a really top space site. 

The Scientific Exploration 
Society of the UK are off on a 
millennium exploration, find 
out where at: www.kota- 
mama.awc.co.uk 


Exploring the oceans is 



www.unexso.com 


busy for birds 


C APTAIN PLANK and the crew arc 
eggstrcmely eggeited about all the lovely 
cnoccy eggs they’ll be guzzling at Easter. 
But they’re not the only ones with eggs on their 
mind - spring secs the start of the bird breeding sea¬ 
son and tne hatching of young chicks is eagerlv await¬ 
ed 

Birds lay their eggs in many different ways, 
depending on how they live. Seabirds who spend 
their lives out at sea only come ashore when it is time 
to breed, usually laying one single egg on a ledge out 
of harm’s way. 

Wading birds lay their eggs dose to the water’s 
edge where they have to rely on camouflage for pro¬ 
tection. The smaller land birds will lay their eggs in 
all sons of places, from hedgerows to chimney stacks, 
from window ledges to abandoned kettles! 

Some birds lay dutches of up to fifteen eggs, oth¬ 
ers lay just one or two. The eggs can lake several 
weeks to hatch with the albatross having the longest 
incubation period of any bird. Would you believe the 
parents have to sit on a single egg for two and a half 
months?! You can probably guess what the cuckoo 
docs. It’s a bit of a sneak and lays its eggs in the nests 


of other birds for a spot of egg-sitting!! 

If vou’ve ever dropped an egg on the kitchen floor 
you'd know that they smash sen easils. But eraekmc 
the shell is not so easy for the little chick inside and it 
can take hours or even days to break through into the 
outside world. He pecks and pushes with his feet and 
stops for long rests before eventually smashing open 
the egg. 

Did you know that it is against the law to 
handle or collect wild birds' eggs? The 
Royal Society for the Protection of Birds has 
a special team who keep a lookout for people 
trying to steal eggs. 

If they arc caught cither disturbing the birds or 
taking the eggs from the nests they can be fined thou¬ 
sands of pounds If birds 1100*1 lett in peace to build 
nests and lay their eggs then we are in danger of los¬ 
ing some species altogether. We all know what hap¬ 
pened to the dodo" 

The best way to have a look at birds’ eggs is cither 
by visiting a museum collection or going along to your 
local library where you will find reference books with 
some superb illustrations and lots of ‘eggy’ facts. 


Eggstra-ordinary 
facts and figures 

□ Going back in 
time, the elephant bird 
laid monster eggs 
weighing up to 12 kg 
each making them the 
largest ever laid. 

Q The ostrich lays 
the largest egg of any 
bird living today, they 
weigh up to 1.5 kg and 
have shells almost two 
millimetres thick. 

Q Hummingbirds lay 
the smallest eggs. The 
tiniest of them mea¬ 
sures about ten millime¬ 
tres from end to end. 

Q The Australian 
emu lays eggs that 
change colour. They 
start off a dull green 
colour but within a few 
days they turn black 
and glossy. 
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Hidden in our Sea Square are 14 Sea creatures, 
see if you can find them! 

1) Nursehound 2) 


3) 

5) 

7) 

9) 

11 ) 

13) 


Conger eel 

Crawfish 

Dogfish 

Catfish 

Wrasse 

Crab 


4) 

6 ) 

8 ) 

10 ) 

12 ) 

14) 


Tub gurnard 

Stingray 

Octopus 

Turbot 

Mullet 

Tope 

Bib 


For more information on the above attractions please 

telephone 01202 440022 

When you have completed your Sea Square send your completed entry to: 

“THE GANG PLANh CLOD" HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, Hants P01 3HH 



Name:. 


.Age:.. 


..DOB:. 


. Address.«.....*i 

. . . . POtlOOdOS ..................... 

Closing date for entries - 8th June 1999 

The judges decision is final. Employees and relatives of Navy News are ineligible to enter. Sorry we are unable to return your entry. 



• A newly-hatched cuckoo ejects reed warbler eggs from a nest. 


Try the Sporty Scramble on the next 
page, then check your answers here. 

(6uiduinp moms) uaajg 

epupn-| (uomieidaH) siMai asiuaa (i e|nuuoj) 
p4eminoo piaea (neqiooj) uomo laeijoin 
Ul<> 9 ) saiAea ejnei (Aa^oon) miiuisxis auep 
(soiiamiv) seuiom ueM| (6ui|ies) spjeMps Adbjx 
( jatfoous) Ajpuan uaqdais (siuuax) ueiuuan uijx 
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VY NEWS YOUNG READERS CLUB 


Captain Plank’s 




from all 
the Gang 


Gang Plank Club members 
with birthdays this April ere: 
Alexander Merced. LLoyd 
Robinson, Francesca Ingram* 
Padraig Anderson* Jonathon 
Buriord. Benjamin Skelton, Guy 
Hart, Nichole Smith. Jonathon 
Bird, Andrew Evans* Lake 
Johnson* Robert Jenkins, 
Hannah Meroa, tan Danielson, 
Sarah Locfckt Daniel Thomas, 
Danny Stagers*. Rachel Emma 
Thomas. Felix Healey, Chloe 
Martin* Hadeen Mian* Samuel 
Wuteley, Lewis WhitmilL Peter 
Sharp* Daniel Dalton, Marianne 
Chapman, Ashley Golding, 
John Pave* Sarah Gathergood, 
Jasmin Rands, Jody Cousins* 
Stephen Shaw, Anne Stevens* 
Sophie Francis, Ben Pullen, 


Woodburr 


Ewan Christie, 


Cooper, 


atnwivri 

Laurence 
Andrew N 
James M, 
Glenn Wi 


Amy Wilkes* Robert Gibson, 
Victoria Philips, Marc FryatL 
Gokhan Cakir, Daniel Qrrm, 
Victoria Kathryn Part, Matthew 
Smith, Nicola Lowrie, Paul 
Pit grin* Heather Rickhuss* 
Christopher Motr, Jay Kimben 
Charlie Mu hard. Nathan Lawns* 
Oliver Sturdy* Gavin Mouie, 
Wayne Skatt, Jason Lee Mitts, 
Emma Louise Patom Luke 
Silvester, Louise Smith* 
Laurence Marsha#, Dean Perry, 
Andrew Robes James Spencer. 
James Marsh, Kaylee Herbert, 
Glenn Wright, Maria McAvoy, 
Henry Giaddts. Luke Girling, 
Mark Allan, Karen Gray* Richard 
Fibr Hogume* SbvwiMtiih 
Folia, Matthew Garrett* David 
WJndie, Adam Robinson* Emma 
Roberts, Elliott Keer, James 
Howard, Andrew Clements, Dale 
Melville. Bobby Berwick, Gary 
Falconer, William Winner, 
Andrew Michael Gotta, Ashtey 
Harvey* 2oe Fortune, Rachel 
Locks tone, Matthew Holland* 
Catum Waddell, Samuel Jack 
Ryan-FessUL Ewen Buryi 
Michela Bedson, James Tatum, 
Glenn Drtwery, Lucy Hardman, 
Lewie Taylor, Thomas Griffin* 
Mark Smith, Stuanf Tilling and 
Sam Hodgkfnson, 




Grow your own 


super sunflower 


s high as a house! As tali as you! As 
* riant . 


A bright as the sun! We’re talking about 
those mega plants, sunflowers! 

Forget the mustard and cress, cos we're 
talking big-time plants. We're talking Jack 
and the Beanstalk style! 

Get your green fingers into gear and start 
planting. You don't need any special equip¬ 
ment. Just a newer pot* some soil or compost 
and, of course, some sunflower seeds! 

Sunflowers are fun to grow and very easy too. 

You could have a competition with your brothers 
and sisters or a friend to see who can grow the 
tallest sunflower. Then you can send us a photo of 
your giant plant at the end of the summer and let us 
know how tall it grew. 

Take your sunflower seeds (you can buy them at garden cen¬ 
tres or pet shops) and plant them in some soit in medium-sized 
pots* 30 cm apart, between April and July. Put them on a sunny 
»soil n 



window ledge and keep the soil moist, but not soggy! You will now 


need to be patieni and wait for the seeds to spro 
could take a couple of weeks. 

Once the seedlings have grown abot 
leaves you can plant them out in the gardi 
the sunflowers grow taller you may need 
port the stems with straight sticks and : 
Keep them well watered and you i 
amazed at the speed they grow. Of t 
some people cheat a little bit and feed tta 
flowers with a plant food and a good dc 
manure!! 

Eventually the big green buds will bun 
into enormous yellow flowers. Watch ft 
they turn their taces to follow the sun. 

At the end o! the summer when the petals 
and die you can either leave the seeds for the t 
eat or take the seeds out of the flower and keep thi 
dry place ready to plant next spring. Even if you hav« 
a garden you can stilt have a go by planting the seeds in v 
boxes or tubs. We look forward to seeing some really $up< 
sunflowers! 


Sporty scramble 


USE THE clues to unscramble ten of the UK's top sporting 

port, if 


heroes then draw a line to match them with their sport, 
you're stuck, the answers are on the previous page 


He's an ace, but not of clubs. 

MTt EMNHAN 

Right on cue to pot the black. 

ENPTSHE DYRHNE 

Sailing the seven seas, but she's no pirate! 
CRTAY WDRSEAD 

You're on the right track with this one, 

WNtA MOHSAT 

Bully Off! But this team player Is no bully. 
ENAJ MITHSXIS 

This sportswoman needs a driver but nol for 

a car. URLAA VADSEI 

This young star Is always on the ball. 

HLCMEIA ENWO 

He's so slick in the pits. 

VADDI UROHACLOT 

Lucky number seven for this female athlete. 
NSEDEI WStEL 

Riding high In her sport for many years. 
OACINLU 


ATHLETICS 


Try your hand at 
Easter Eggsperii 


FORMULA 1 


THE GANG PLANK Crew are a 
pretty talented lot by all 
accounts, and between voy¬ 
ages they manage to find time 
for some pretty interesting 
hobbies. 


show-jumping 


HEPTATHLON 


FOOTBALL 


SNOOKER 


Susie is the boffin' of the crew, in 
other words she's a b#t brainy and Hfces 
trying out experiments whenever she 
gets the chance. 

She discovered the following experi¬ 
ment by accident the other day when 
she was down in the galley, attempting 
to whip up an omelette for the rest of 
the crew (by the way, cooking is not 
one of her many talents and most of 
the crew's omelettes went overboard!) 



inertia fce< 
ward and 
bars and fc 
For Susi 


You can have a go at this easy 
experiment which is ready about start¬ 
ing and stopping and how hard It is to 
get an object to start moving and then 
even harder making It stop; afi 
because of something called inertia. 

For example, when you rs cycling 
fast and suddenly pull on the brakes* 
what happens? Your bike stops but 


sn adult tc 

Set the 
then light* 
stop it Ai 
your tinge 
egg? 

Answer 
on the eg? 
tie keeps I 

When f 
tents mei 


POET’S CORNER 


My mum Is on a diet My brodter's stripped What a dim old Camay, 


My Dad is on the 
booze. 

My Gran's out play¬ 
ing bingo* 

And she was bom 
to lose. 


his motorbike* 
Although IVs bound 
to rain, 

My sister's playing 
Elton John* 

Over and over again. 


What a dreary lot* 
Sometimes t think 
that I'm the only 
superstar they've 
gotf 

Laura Worstey 


Flower power wordsearch 


SPRING has sprung and that usual¬ 
ly means lots of lovely spring flow¬ 
ers to look at. 

Have a look around you when you 
you’re out and about and see how 
many different flowers you can 
spot. 


Alternatively, you could have a go 
rt our wordsearch and spot the 
spring flowers listed under the puz- 


Watch out for the weeds though* 
there are three In amongst our pret¬ 
ty flowers!! 
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Answer three easy questions 
and you could win a FREE five 
day sailing course at Sunsail’s 
Sailing School in Portsmouth. 




Telephone: 01705 733558 


ister activity deck 


it four 
in. As 
to sup¬ 
string, 
drill be 
course, 
Mr sun- 
iliop of 


wither 
Mrds to 
&m in a 
ini got 

window 

rrsonic 


our 

ment 


*ps your body moving for- 
you end up over the handle- 
i m heap on the ground! 
to 4 * little experiment you will 
f egg fin its shed) a plate and 
i supervise! 


When you put your finger 
l, you stop the shell but iner- 
he white and yolk spinning. 

ou let go, the moving con- 
te the egg start spinning 


POET’S 

CORNER 

l am going to 
Derbyshire in May, 

My mum and dad have 
to pay. 

At flight we will be 
talking, 

And by day we will be 
walking, 

On the next day we 
will play, 

All t day, all day, all 
day, 

I am going to 
Derbyshire in May! 

Ashley Smith aged 9 
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IAFFODIL 


SNOWDROP 

DAISY 

CROCUS 

BLUEBELL 

PRIMROSE 


POET’S CORNER 


THE SILLY PIRATE 

I'd love to be a pirate 
I'd roam the seven seas 
I'd have a big black beard 
That flapped up in the breeze 
We d salt oh In our pirate ship 
With a loyal pirate crew 
The ones who weren't so loyal 
I d fix to the deck with glue 

The ship would have a tough 
name 

To match its real tough look 
The name we all decided on 
Was to cal* it the Fluffy Duck 
I'd wear a coat and a floppy hat 
i d carry a cutlass and a gun 
Cos when i stop to think about ft. 
Being a pirate s fun! 

Jennifer Halt aged 9 


THE GANG PLANK 

When I was on the Gang Plank 
boat they were kind to me, 
They gave me food and water 
as we drifted on the sea, 

We waited to be rescued for 
over thirteen weeks, 

We got seagulls up our 
jumpers and sunburn on our 
cheeks. 

When at last we spied our 
shore we all cried out for joy, 

I was Oh! so happy, I even 
kissed a boy! 

When we reached the shore 
they all went to the pub, 

But I just wrote this poem. 

For my favourite Club. 

Catherine Harttand aged $ 


Pets win 
prizes! 

WHAT ABOUT this for a star 
pel 1 Sarah Lockie from South 
Yorkshire sent us this fab 
picture of her Border Collie 
Bess enjoytng a sneaky 
snack. She $ also a dab band 
ivdh door handles and tights 
with her mums vacuum 
cteaner! Sarah ivms a prize 
for her daring doggy Story 
and photograph Keep them 
coming in! 


GAMGPLA MEMBE 
to FAM/ty rtcxets to oe wox to 

emumw mm mm - um n sist m*r rnt 

Colour In this drawing of HUS Gannet and you 
could WIN one of these Family Tickets. 

Send your entry with your name, age and address to: 
Captain Plank, Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Queen Street, Portsmouth POt 3HH 

The Judges deOwon is final and employees and relatives of Navy News are inek^bto 

Closing date for entries - 30th April 1999 


Are you (it 
for fun? 


ONCE YOU'VE eaten ail your 
choccy eggs this Easter 
you'll probably be feeling 
decidedly egg-bound and 
looking distinctly egg- 
shaped. 

Fear not, for here are some 
excellent outdoor game ideas 
for you and your friends to 
enjoy. 

□ Fill old large milk contain¬ 
ers with sand or water, space 
out evenly in a straight line and 
use as a slalom course for; 

a) dribbling a football 

b) riding a bicycle 

c) rollerblading 

Li Make bean bags from old 
socks half-filled with rice or 
dried peas. These can be 
aimed at targets such as old 
clean baked bean cans stacked 
on a box. Each tin is worth five 
points, or you can aim them 
into a bucket or bowl. 

□ Make a bicycle course 
where you can lime each other 
from beginning to end. Here are 
some ideas to get you started 
but see what you can come up 
with yourselves: 

a) Slalom between evenly 
spaced milk containers, with¬ 
out knocking any down! 

b) Transfer a plastic cup from 
one chair to another. 

c) Bide between two lengths of 
hose-pipe or broom handles, 
placed 30cm apart, without 
putting your foot down, if you 
do, you have to dismount, 
crawl under a chair, remount 
and try again. 

□ Our thanks go to the 
Lower School at Portsmouth 
Grammar School for their help 
with these games. 


WIN A FANTASTIC 
'LEARN TO SAIL’ 
COURSE WITH 
SUNSAIL! 


Sunsaii ts the biggest, most experienced sailing company m the world 
and at our Sailing School in Portsmouth we run a wide range of 
courses which combine first-class leaching with plenty of fun! 

As the prize winner, you'll follow one of the dinghy courses on the 
RYA (Royal Yachtmg Association) Young Sailor's Scheme ft doesn't 
matter whether you 4 re a complete beginner or you already have some 
experience - wave a course that's right for you. 

The competition is open to anyone aged 8-17. Those of you between 
10 and 17 years oW can even stay over in one of our crew cabins 
which you'll share with other children. If the winner ts under 10 years 
old the course wilt be on a daily basis. 

Safety First 

At Sunsaifs Sailing Schools the first thing you learn is that nobody is allowed out on the water 
without a buoyancy aid and whenever you're afloat, there's always a Qualified instructor and 
safety boat keeping a close watch. 
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Options 


VY NEWS YOUNG READERS SUPPLEMENT. APRIL 1999 


.T 4: APRIL 26, 1949 - HMS AMETHYST HAS BEEN AGROUND FOR SIX DAYS 

OFF ROSE ISLAND ON THE YANGTSE RIVER AFTER COMING UNDER FIRE FROM 
CHINESE COMMUNIST ARTILLERY ON THE NORTH SHORE ... 


^ongtse cident 


26 APtUL 0010 IN THE DEAD OF NIGHT. 

A SECOND ATTEMPT TO FUSE AMETHYST FROM 
THE MUD IS SUCCESSFUL AFTER SHE HAS 
BEEN LIGHTENED FOQWARD 



There is absolutely no excuse for being bored these Easter holidays. Take a look 
at the latest book releases, films and videos available: 

First, the best under elevens’ about six unsuspecting children 
football team returns in two wh ‘> arc mistakenly transformed 

into super-heroes. Armed with 


more soccer-packcd adven¬ 
tures, along with their illness 
and accident-prone coach and 
Springer the ghost goalie. 

Tigers on Television. The 
Tigers arc playing the under eleven 
league match. Dad's trousers get 
shut in the car door and Springer 
the ghost goalie has to act as stand- 
in coach again. But things arc com¬ 
plicated by the presence of a film 
crew who have the oddest effect on 
Springer's actions! 

Ghost Striker! The Togers have 
an important away match against a 
team from another county. Dad as 
usual is laid low and can't coach - 
so Springer helps out. But to his 
horror the opposing team also 
have a ghostly helper - and this 
one doesn't like Springer at all!. 
Age: 5-7. Authors: Sara Voglcr and 
Janet Burchett. 

The Magnificent Misfits A 
hilarious, mad-cap new scries 


spacehoppers and not a lot else, 
tneir mission is to guard a jar of 
pickled onions from ihe Vile fami¬ 
ly who arc planning to take over 
the world! 

Age: 7-9. Author: J. J. Murhall. 

Harry Potter and the Chamber 
of Secrets. This is the sequel to 
the hugclv popular Harry Potter 
and the Philosopher s Stone and 
features Harry and his friends in 
their second year at Hogwarts 
School ot Witchcraft and 
Wizanby. Ihis is a brilliantly 
spine-tingling story of magic for all 
those devoted Harry Potter fans. 

Age 9+. Author: J. k. Rolling 

(The above books are published 
bv Bloomsbury and are available at 
all major bookshops). 

If cinema is more your scene, 
here arc a couple of new films to 
look out tor: 

The Rugrats Movie. This is a 
full-length animated feature for all 
the family, where the action turns 


on the character of Tommy Pickles, 
w’hose world is turned upside dow n 
with the birth of his brother Dil 
who causes all sorts of problems 
for Tommy and the rest of the 
gang. This film is being billed as **a 
movie for anyone who’s ever worn 
diapers 

Mighty Joe Young. Zoologist 
Gregg O’Hara stumbles upon a 
15ft gorilla while exploring in 
Central Africa. Fearsome and dan¬ 
gerous when provoked, the ape is 
tame in the hands of Jill w ho raised 
the gorilla and named him Joe. 
When Joe s htc is threatened b\ 
poachers. Gregg and Jill move him 
to a California animal preserve, 
only to discover he could be in 
more danger. Joe escapes, leaving 
a trail of destruction and chaos in 
his wake. It becomes a race against 
tune, to am Joe s hie bclore he is 
destroyed by the authorities. 

For home entertainment this 
Easter, why not go quackcrs with 
Hans Christian Andersen’s classic 
fairytale The Ugly Duckling, now 
out on video. 

If you want to recommend any 
favourite books, films or videos to 
other Gang Plank Club members, 
then please write to us with your 
suggestions. 


Membership Application Form 

Please enrol m can member of T be (iatf Pla n * (M 1 endme a 
KMcfcrqae (payable to Navy News) for £3.25. 


Name 


Address 


.Postcode 

D O B. Td No .. 

Do you have any Brothers D 
Special Interests: Sport IJ 

Friends ^ 

Who docs this copy of No\y A/mi belong to? 

Parent O Grandparent l J 

P We will also accept payment by:- 
Vtsa, Sola, Delta, 
Access Mastercard or Switch 


Sisters CD 
Music □ 
Reading CD 


Ages □ 
Film/TV □ 


Other □ 



JO* THE GANG PUB* CLUB AND 
YOU BNJL RECEIVE A GOOOE BAG 
SMBLAR TO THE ONE SHOB* 


yarn o—ptrlrd farm, topdber wBtk a \ 
k\ (lab. Navy News, HMS 
I lake my further 

or 01705 S3NM0C 



for £3.25 toe 
POI JHH. 

01705 733SSS 


to the First 50 fMgpIjnk Me*bon to write in with their 

name, membership r umbef li on a postcard ta 

Captain Plank ‘. ivy News, HMS Nelson, 
Quet .ii Street Portsmouth POt 3HH 

Closing date 8th June 1999 


EASTER (RUNGS - MUSEUMS 


CAPTAIN Plank has sent all Gang Plank 
members a great Easter card with some 
very special offers for museums. These 
days museums are not the dusty and bor¬ 
ing places they used to be - so why not get 
out there and enjoy them? 

Here's just a few suggestions: 

• The Royal Navy Submarine Museum, Gosport, 
Hampshire. 

Tel 01705 510354 


• National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, 
London. 

Tel 0181 858 4422 

• The Fleet Air Arm Museum, Yeovilton, 
Somerset. 

Tel 01935 841524. Easter Egg Hunt over four 
days of Easter. 

• the Royal Air Force Museum, London. 

Tel 0181 205 9191 

• Newark Air Museum, Nottinghamshire. 

Tel 01636 707170 

• The Modern History Museum, Eden Camp, 
North Yorkshire. 


BUNNY 

JOKES! 



Why was the policeman 
up a tree? 

Because he was a member 
of the Special Branch. 

Who is the patron saint of 
playgrounds? 

St Francis of a see-saw. 

Who sits at the bottom of 
the sea and makes an 
offer you can't refuse? 

The Cod Father. 

What do you get from an 
educated oyster? 

Pearls of Wisdom. 

Why did the man dress 
his teeth up? 

Because the dentist was 
taking them out 

Many thanks to Jade 
Fraser and Christopher 
Kane for these jokes. 
Don't forget to keep send¬ 
ing your jokes in to 
Captain Plank! 













































































